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ANALYSIS 

US-S. Korean 
alliance tested 
by N. Korea’s 
saber-rattling 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea on Sunday stepped up its 
criticism of U.S.-South Korean 
military exercises, warning the 
drills will have “disastrous con¬ 
sequences” despite allied efforts 
to scale them back. 

It was the latest in a surge of 
saber-rattling and missile tests 
as the communist state sets the 
stage for what is likely to be an¬ 
other tough round of talks with 
the U.S. over its nuclear weapons 
program. 

The North has raised the stakes 
by conducting six weapons tests in 
less than a month, which experts 
say may be short-range but could 
pose a new threat to U.S. military 
bases and evade defenses in the 
South. 

Despite the rhetoric, Pyong¬ 
yang has signaled it might return 
to the negotiating table after joint 
exercises due to end Tuesday. Ex¬ 
perts say it is likely to come with 
a higher price and hopes of driv¬ 
ing a wedge in the long-standing 
U.S.-South Korean alliance. 



AP 


This photo provided by the 
North Korean government shows 
a test-firing of an unspecified 
new weapon at an undisclosed 
location in North Korea. 



Afghan soldiers inspect the damaged Dubai City wedding hall Sunday after an explosion in Kabul, Afghanistan. A suicide-bomb blast 
ripped through a wedding party on a busy Saturday night. It was the deadliest attack in the Afghan capital this year. 

ISIS claims bombing 

Afghans question prospect of peace after blast kills 63 at wedding party 


By Rahim Faiez and Cara Anna 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The suicide 
bomber stood in the middle of the dancing, 
clapping crowd as hundreds of Afghan chil¬ 
dren and adults celebrated a wedding in a 
joyous release from Kabul’s strain of war. 
Then, in a flash, he detonated his explo- 
sives-filled vest, killing dozens — and Af¬ 
ghanistan grieved again. 

The local Islamic State affiliate claimed 


responsibility for the deadliest attack in 
the capital this year, with 63 killed and 182 
wounded, while outraged Afghans ques¬ 
tioned just how safe they will be under an 
approaching deal between the U.S. and the 
Taliban to end America’s longest war. 

Stunned families buried the dead, some 
digging with their bare hands. One wound¬ 
ed survivor, Mohammad Aslim, wore his 
bloodied clothes the day after the blast late 
Saturday. He and his friends already had 
buried 16 bodies, among them several close 


relatives, including a 7-year-old boy. 

Aslim looked exhausted and said he was 
waiting to bury more. Nearby, a man named 
Amanullah, who lost his 14-year-old son, 
said in anguish that the explosion had man¬ 
gled the boy’s face so badly he could no lon¬ 
ger recognize it. 

“I wish I could find the pieces of my son’s 
body and put them as one piece into the 
grave,” he cried. 

SEE BOMBING ON PAGE 6 
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US soldier injured in car crash in Germany 



Juergen Masching 


Four people, including a soldier and U.S. civilian, were seriously injured in a car crash on the road between Vilseck and Freihung on Thursday. 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
and Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — Four people, including an 
Army soldier and a U.S. civilian, 
were seriously injured in a car 
crash in Bavaria this week, the 
Army said Friday. 

The soldier involved in the acci¬ 
dent Thursday, on a road between 
the Army’s Rose Barracks in 
Vilseck and the German town of 
Freihung, is part of the 2nd Cav¬ 
alry Regiment, based near where 
the accident occurred, Army 
spokeswoman Lacey Justinger 
said. 

All four people in both vehicles 
sustained serious but not life- 
threatening injuries, German po¬ 
lice officials said. 

The accident happened when 
a couple in their 60s abruptly 
slowed their Volkswagen Touran 
to make a turn, without using a 
turn signal, police said. Just as 
the VW began to turn, a Volvo 
driven by a 21-year-old female 
American civilian with the 22- 
year-old male soldier in the pas¬ 
senger seat tried to pass the car, 
police said. 

“The driver of the Volvo im¬ 
mediately slammed on the brakes 
but was unable to avoid a crash,” 
said German police officer Al¬ 
exander Striegel, from the Auer¬ 
bach precinct. 

Preliminary investigations in¬ 
dicated that the Volvo was travel¬ 
ing at high enough speed when it 
smashed into the back of the VW 
to force the Touran to skid off the 
road. The VW rolled over several 
times before coming to a stop 110 
yards away, Striegel said. 

Despite their injuries, the two 


Americans were able to get out 
of their car without help but the 
couple in the VW had to be cut out 
of their vehicle. 

The couple in the VW was air¬ 
lifted to a hospital by two helicop¬ 
ters that responded to the scene. 

U.S. military police from Rose 
Barracks in Vilseck assisted in 


the response along with fire¬ 
fighters from Grafenwoehr, 
Vilseck, Schlicht, Freihung and 
Kaltebrunn. 

The road, “a long, straight 
street that leads through the for¬ 
est,” was shut down for several 
hours, Striegel said. 

“Accidents happen sometimes 


on this road but it is not an acci¬ 
dent hotspot,” he said. 

Under German rules, driv¬ 
ers must pay attention to traffic 
behind them, particularly when 
turning or slowing down. 

They should also “look over 
their shoulder” to check the car’s 
blind spot, Striegel said. 


“The thoughts and prayers 
of the combined U.S. military 
community in Bavaria go out to 
those injured in this incident,” 
Justinger said. 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Bahrain signs deal 
to buy US missile 
defense system 



Crewmembers of the Grace 1 supertanker remove the name of the ship in the British territory of 
Gibraltar on Saturday. 

Gibraltar rejects US pressure 
not to release Iranian tanker 


By Aritz Parra 

Associated Press 

MADRID — Authorities in Gi¬ 
braltar on Sunday rejected the 
United States’ latest request not 
to release a seized Iranian su¬ 
pertanker, clearing the way for 
the vessel to set sail after being 
detained last month for allegedly 
attempting to breach European 
Union sanctions on Syria. 

The ship was expected to leave 
Sunday night, according to a 
statement on Twitter by Hamid 
Baeidinejad, Iran’s ambassador 
to Britain. 

The tanker’s release comes 
amid a growing confrontation 
between Iran and the West after 
President Donald Trump pulled 
Washington out of Tehran’s nu¬ 
clear deal with world powers over 
a year ago. 

Shortly after the tanker’s de¬ 
tention in early July near Gibral¬ 
tar — a British overseas territory 
— Iran seized the British-flagged 


oil tanker Stena Impero, which re¬ 
mains held by the Islamic Repub¬ 
lic. Analysts had said the Iranian 
ship’s release by Gibraltar could 
see the Stena Impero go free. 

Gibraltar’s government said 
Sunday it was allowing the Ira¬ 
nian tanker’s release because 
“the EU sanctions regime against 
Iran — which is applicable in Gi¬ 
braltar — is much narrower than 
that applicable in the U.S.” 

In a last-ditch effort to stop the 
release, the U.S. unsealed a war¬ 
rant Friday to seize the vessel 
and its cargo of 2.1 million bar¬ 
rels of light crude oil, citing viola¬ 
tions of U.S. sanctions as well as 
money laundering and terrorism 
statutes. 

U.S. officials told reporters that 
the oil aboard the ship was worth 
some $130 million and that it was 
destined for a designated terror¬ 
ism organization to conduct more 
terrorism. 

The unsealed court documents 
argued that Iran’s Islamic Revo¬ 


lutionary Guard Corps are the 
ship’s true owners through a net¬ 
work of front companies. 

Authorities in Gibraltar said 
Sunday that, unlike in the U.S., 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard is not 
designated a terrorist organiza¬ 
tion under EU, U.K. or Gibraltar 
law. 

The Iranian ship was detained 
while sailing under a Panamanian 
flag with the name Grace 1. As of 
Sunday, it had been renamed the 
Adrian Darya 1 and had hoisted 
an Iranian flag. Workers were 
seen painting the new name on 
the side of the ship Saturday. 

Iran has not disclosed the Adri¬ 
an Darya l’s intended destination 
and has denied it was ever sailing 
for Syria. 

The chief minister of Gibral¬ 
tar, Fabian Picardo, said he had 
been assured in writing by the 
Iranian government that the 
tanker wouldn’t unload its cargo 
in Syria. 


By Joshua Karsten 

Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Bah¬ 
rain has signed an agreement 
to purchase the Patriot air and 
missile defense system, putting 
it in line with other Persian Gulf 
nations partnered with the U.S. 
amid ongoing tensions in the re¬ 
gion with Iran. 

Bahrain will purchase the sys¬ 
tem from the U.S. Army, defense 
contractor Raytheon said in a 
statement last week. 

The purchase agreement allows 
the U.S. to negotiate with Raythe¬ 
on for an undisclosed number of 
systems and missiles. 

However, Bahrain had its re¬ 
quest approved by the State De¬ 
partment in May to purchase the 
Patriot system with 96 missiles, 
two radar systems, two control 
stations with nine launchers and 
all associated equipment and 
services, according to a Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency 
statement in May. 

The deal was worth an esti¬ 
mated $2.5 billion and intended 
to support the “foreign policy and 
national security” of the United 
States, the May statement said. 

Raytheon said Bahrain is the 
17th nation to purchase the Pa¬ 
triot system, along with Persian 
Gulf nations including Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Bahrain, a small island king¬ 
dom connected by a bridge to 
Saudi Arabia, is the headquarters 
of the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet. Brit¬ 
ain also bases its naval forces in 
the country. 

Meanwhile, Iranian officials 


last week aimed threatening rhet¬ 
oric at the United States following 
months of low-level conflict in the 
Persian Gulf. 

The commander of Iran’s navy, 
Rear Adm. Hossein Khanzadi, 
called on enemies to leave the re¬ 
gion immediately or face a humil¬ 
iating withdrawal, Iran’s Tasnim 
News reported. 

Iran has stopped or attempted 
to detain international shipping 
transiting the Persian Gulf in re¬ 
cent months, prompting the U.S. 
to announce plans for a coalition 
of nations to escort commercial 
ships through the waterway. 

The most recent tensions began 
in May, when the U.S. sent bomb¬ 
ers and hastened the arrival of a 
Navy carrier group following in¬ 
telligence reports that indicated 
threats from Iran or its proxies 
on U.S. forces. 

The exact threats were not 
specified. However, U.S. officials 
said in May that they suspected 
increased rocket attacks in Iraq 
near U.S. bases, and the embassy 
may have been the work of Ira¬ 
nian-backed militias. Iran denied 
that. 

In July, the USS Boxer downed 
an Iranian drone that the U.S. 
said threatened the ship over in¬ 
ternational waters in the Strait 
of Hormuz, though Iran denied 
that it lost any aircraft. The pre¬ 
vious month, Iran shot down a 
U.S. Global Hawk that it said flew 
into its airspace. The U.S. said 
the drone was well within inter¬ 
national airspace. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 


Soldiers show off their street-fighting skills in esports arena 



Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 


People compete at the Street Fighter 
V tournament at Vilseck, Germany, on 
Saturday. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

VILSECK, Germany — The epic cry of 
“Hadouken!” could be heard across the 
loudspeakers Saturday as a blue fireball 
launched across the big screen into an al¬ 
most-defeated Chun-Li to the roaring ap¬ 
plause of dozens of soldiers competing in a 
Street Fighter V tournament. 

The tournament, taking place at 12 
Army and National Guard locations, allows 
soldiers to compete in an esports arena at¬ 
mosphere and play as their favorite Street 
Fighter characters in an attempt to win a 
free trip to San Diego to compete in the 
worldwide tournament at Twitchcon. 

Put on by the Army’s Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation program, the event is part 
of a larger Army movement to embrace 
electronic sports for morale-building. 

“The Army is at the forefront of [es¬ 
ports],” said Refugio Orozco, the MWR 
sponsorship coordinator. “We’re not sitting 


back on the sidelines, getting in on it late.” 

This is the second year the Army has 
partnered with Twitch, but this year, the 
Army tournament has significantly ex¬ 
panded to include a pro-level atmosphere 
and competition at four new locations. 

The move to embrace esports is due to its 
popularity among soldiers, Orozco said. 

The events are livestreamed on Twitch’s 
website and have received millions of 
views worldwide. 

This gives competitors a chance to watch 
their comrades’ games around the world, as 
well as a way for their friends and families 
back home to be part of the experience. 

The comment section of the livestream 
was filled with encouraging messages from 
some of the soldiers’ families, some located 
thousands of miles away from where the 
troops are stationed. 

In addition to the 12 contest winners 
going to Twitchcon, there will be four 
“blind draws,” allowing two active-duty 
soldiers and two guardsmen who did not 


get the opportunity to compete to play at 
the tournament. 

“We can’t make it to every location, so 
the blind draw gives a chance for those sol¬ 
diers who we didn’t get to go see compete 
at the higher levels,” Orozco said. “We re¬ 
ceive a lot of feedback from soldiers, and 
it shows that esports is very relevant to 
them.” 

Esports as been increasing in popularity 
worldwide in the past few years. 

Just five years ago, when some major 
businesses and sports organizations would 
hear about esports, executives would 
scratch their heads and look on with blank 
stares, said Nathan Lindberg, the senior 
director of global sponsorships at Twitch. 

“But recently, esports has taken the man¬ 
tel of the hot thing in gaming,” Lindberg 
said. “We’re happy to have a partner like 
the U.S. Army, where so many individuals 
are passionate about it.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Services mark Operation Dragoon anniversary 



Photos by Michael ABRAMs/Stars and Stripes 


U.S. Army soldiers stand in formation during the ceremony Friday marking the 75th anniversary of 
Operation Dragoon at Rhone American Cemetery in Draguignan, France. 


850 troops died in 
WWII battle that 
followed Normandy 

By Michael Abrams 

Stars and Stripes 

DRAGUIGNAN, France — A 
ceremony at Rhone American 
Cemetery on Friday remembered 
those who fought in Operation 
Dragoon, the Allied invasion of 
southern France 75 years ago. 

Looking across the graves 
of more than 850 fallen troops, 
French and American dignitar¬ 
ies spoke of sacrifice and bravery 
in an operation that is often over¬ 
looked in the annals of World War 
II. 

Simon Hankinson, the U.S. Con¬ 
sul General in Marseille, noted 
that when he was researching the 
battle, he found just three books 
in English on it, but hundreds on 
the Normandy invasion. 

Operation Dragoon was 
planned to happen simultaneously 
with the Normandy invasion, but 
a shortage of resources — mainly 
ships — led to the operation being 
canceled. 

With Normandy a success and a 
need for more ports to bring men 
and equipment to the Continent, 
the plan was revived with the ob¬ 
jective of capturing the ports of 
Toulon and Marseille, trapping 
the German army in France and 
linking up with Allied armies ad¬ 
vancing in the north. 

It was launched Aug. 15, 1944, 
and within a month, on Sept. 12, 
troops advancing north from the 
Cote dAzur met up with troops 
from the Normandy invasion near 
Dijon. Most of France was free. 

But the success came at a cost. 
In his speech, Rear Adm. Mat¬ 
thew Zirkle said that the free¬ 


dom the U.S. and Europe enjoy 
today was “earned by the blood 
and sacrifice of those interred in 
these hallowed grounds, and we 
cannot and will not forget their 
sacrifice.” 

The day before the ceremo¬ 
ny, Allan Johnson, 95, walked 
through the cemetery, stopping 
at a few graves to honor members 
of his unit. One was that of Pvt. 
Henry Wikins, a Jewish soldier 
whose body, when recovered, 
showed signs of being tortured by 
the Nazis. 

As a young private, Johnson, 
an engineer with the 517th Para¬ 
chute Regimental Combat Team, 
jumped into France in the early 
hours of Aug. 15. His unit was 
supposed to land in a triangle 
made up of the towns of Le Muy, 


La Motte and Les Arcs, but came 
down near Callian, nearly 15 
miles off the mark. 

“We didn’t know where we 
were,” Johnson said, recalling 
the day 75 years ago. “First peo¬ 
ple we saw were young girls who 
were leaning against the wall, 
giggling.” 

Eventually his unit gathered 
and got going. 

Families and friends of others 
who fell during the operation at¬ 
tended the ceremony. Among 
them was Steven Hill, a college 
history teacher in Raleigh, N.C. 
He came to honor his uncle, Tech. 
4 Zeb Murphy Banks, an Army 
tanker who was killed Aug. 28, 
1944, when his tank hit a mine. 

Hill had visited once before, 20 
years ago with his father. When 


he saw the coverage of the D-Day 
anniversary in June he decided 
to come to the ceremony. “It’s the 


75th anniversary, so I’ve got to do 
this,” he said before visiting his 
uncle’s grave. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Jared 
Brannon, a saxophonist with the 
U.S. Naval Forces Europe Band 
from Naples, Italy, thought it was 
the most touching ceremony he 
has attended. 

“To be surrounded by people 
who gave their lives was mov¬ 
ing,” he said. “And being near 
the French Resistance fighters, 
who fought the oppression of the 
Nazis, was inspiring.” 

Following the speeches there 
was a wreath-laying, the playing 
of taps, a rifle salute, a flyover of 
a Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
C-130 Hercules aircraft and the 
playing of the national anthems 
before the U.S. Naval Forces 
Europe color guard retired the 
colors. 

“It was an outstanding cer¬ 
emony,” said Spc. John Cruz, 
a member of the firing detail 
from the U.S. Army’s 1st Inland 
Cargo Transfer Company in Kai¬ 
serslautern, Germany. “It was a 
great honor to be here.” 

abrams.mike@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripes_photog 



Steven Hill poses next to the grave of his uncle, Tech. 4 Zeb 
Murphy Banks, at Rhone American Cemetery in Draguignan, France, 
Thursday. Banks was an Army tanker who was killed Aug. 28, 

1944, when his tank hit a mine. 


Man suspected of stabbing killed by Andersen AFB police 


While apprehending a suspect, our defenders were 
compelled to use lethal force for their own defense, 
resulting in the death of the suspect. ’ 

Air Force Brig. Gen. Gentry Boswell 

36th Wing commander 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

An intruder who fled from police 
into Andersen Air Force Base in Guam 
Wednesday evening and stabbed a De¬ 
fense Department civilian security forces 
member has died from gunshot wounds in¬ 
flicted by security forces. 

The unnamed man was shot while being 
apprehended at approximately 6:35 a.m. 
Thursday, Air Force officials said in two 
statements Thursday. He had reportedly 
stabbed an unnamed civilian guard at¬ 
tached to base security forces who was at¬ 
tempting to apprehend him, prompting the 
guard to open fire. 

The intruder was pronounced dead at 
the scene at 7:52 a.m. while being treated 
by emergency medical personnel, the 
statements said. The Air Force has not 
released the name of either individual in¬ 
volved, nor the condition of the security 
forces member. 

“While apprehending a suspect, our 
defenders were compelled to use lethal 
force for their own defense, resulting in 
the death of the suspect,” 36th Wing com¬ 


mander Air Force Brig. Gen. Gentry Bo¬ 
swell said in the statements. “We value the 
importance of every life and are thankful 
for the courage our Defenders display in 
the safe conduct of their duties protecting 
our personnel and families.” 

The incident began Wednesday evening 
while Guam Police were investigating a 
reported home invasion on Ypao Road in 
Tamuning, Guam’s Pacific Daily News re¬ 
ported, citing police sources. Officers leav¬ 
ing the scene spotted the suspect’s vehicle. 
A high-speed chase ensued. 

The driver attempted to force his way 
through Andersen’s front gate at approxi¬ 
mately 7:35 p.m. but crashed into emergen¬ 
cy defensive barriers deployed by members 


of the 36th Security Forces Squadron, the 
statements said. He then abandoned his 
vehicle and fled on foot into a jungle area 
on-base. 

The base was locked down following the 
incident and Guam Police and security 
forces began searching for him, the state¬ 
ments said. The intruder made attempts to 
evade jungle patrols. 

In the meantime, the “all clear” was is¬ 
sued sometime before 2 a.m. Thursday 
and normal base operations resumed, Air 
Force officials wrote on Facebook. The 
base’s main gate was closed again Thurs¬ 
day morning as the intruder’s arrest 
unfolded. 

When the intruder was found, he “re¬ 


sponded aggressively attacking the arrest¬ 
ing officers and stabbed a Department of 
Defense civilian security forces member,” 
the statements said. The man was then shot 
by the officer in “self-defense.” 

Earlier Air Force statements said the in¬ 
truder was taken to a civilian hospital after 
the shooting. 

Air Force officials declined to comment 
further Friday morning. Guam Police’s 
public information officer did not answer 
several calls seeking further information 
Thursday or Friday. 

“Our top priority is to ensure the safety 
of Team Andersen, our service members 
and families,” Boswell said in the state¬ 
ments. “We are proud of our partnerships 
in place and for the swift actions taken by 
our security forces members in conjunc¬ 
tion with local law enforcement.” 

The incident and the use of force remains 
under investigation by the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, Air Force Office of 
Special Investigation, Andersen security 
forces and Guam Police, Thursday’s state¬ 
ments said. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Monday, August 19,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 5 





PACIFIC 


Alliance: 

North seen 
as trying to 
gain leverage 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

President Donald Trump has 
dismissed the launches as a bar¬ 
gaining tactic, saying they haven’t 
violated North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un’s promise to sus¬ 
pend tests of long-range missiles 
and nuclear weapons that could 
threaten the U.S. mainland. 

Instead, Trump has joined the 
North in its criticism of the “war 
games,” which he has called very 
expensive and provocative. The 
president also has pressed South 
Korea to pay more to offset the 
costs of stationing 28,500 Ameri¬ 
can troops on its soil. 

Raising the price 

Such comments represent an 
opportunity for the North Ko¬ 
reans, who are eager to take ad¬ 
vantage of Trump’s oft-stated 
antipathy to alliances, said David 
Maxwell, a senior fellow at the 
Washington-based Defense of 
Democracies think tank. 

“I think they’re probably going 
to return to some kind of negotia¬ 
tions, but in their mind, they’re 
going to come to the negotiating 
table from a position of military 
strength, and that’s what I think 
all of this is designed to do,” he 
said in a telephone interview. 

Maxwell said the North could 
offer to dismantle intercontinen¬ 
tal ballistic missiles and reduce 
its stockpile of nuclear warheads 
in exchange for the reduction or 
removal of U.S. troops. 

“They may believe that Trump 
will be willing to give security 
guarantees, which could come in 
the form of removing U.S. forces 
from the peninsula,” he said. 

Trump’s administration insists 
it will maintain punishing eco¬ 
nomic sanctions against North 
Korea until the communist state 
agrees to give up its nuclear 
weapons. 

Special U.S. envoy Stephen 
Biegun is due to arrive in Seoul 
on Tuesday to “further strength¬ 
en coordination on the final, 
fully verified denuclearization 
of the DPRK,” the State Depart¬ 
ment said, using the initials for 
the North’s formal name, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

The president also has said in 
the past that he wouldn’t use U.S. 
troops as bargaining chips in 
talks with North Korea, although 
he has frequently stated his de¬ 
sire to eventually withdraw them 
to save money. 

Diplomatic efforts to persuade 
the North to abandon its nuclear 
weapons have eased tensions 
that raised fears of a new war as 
the North test-fired ICBMs and 
conducted three nuclear tests in 
2016-17. 

But talks stalled after Trump 
and Kim failed to reach an agree¬ 
ment during their second sum¬ 
mit in February in Vietnam. The 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, seated, watches the test-firing of an unspecified new weapon at an undisclosed location in North Korea. 
The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. 


Improving defenses 


meeting exposed deep differenc¬ 
es over the North’s demands for 
relief from punishing sanctions 
in exchange for interim steps to¬ 
ward disarming. 

Duyeon Kim, a Seoul-based 
fellow with the Center for a New 
American Security, said the re- 
centmissile-testingbingeis aimed 
at persuading Trump to cancel 
the joint drills as well as to per¬ 
fect short-range ballistic missiles 
and to offer a show of strength for 
North Korean hard-liners. 

But she said Trump’s dismissal 
of the drills was sending a wor¬ 
risome message to U.S. allies 
in the region. “Perhaps Trump 
is picking his battles, hoping to 
give yet-to-be held negotiations 
a chance to begin and blossom,” 
Duyeon wrote in a commentary 
for the Bulletin of the Atomic Sci¬ 
entists. “But his virtual blessing 
for short-range ballistic missile 
tests is telling his allies, South 
Korea and Japan, and American 
soldiers and expatriates that they 
are dispensable.” 


South Korea also has been 
largely mum about the latest 
spate of missile tests as well as 
the North’s recent insults target¬ 
ing President Moon Jae-in and 
its rejection of his appeal to re¬ 
sume inter-Korean talks. But the 
country is clearly worried, with 
the defense ministry announcing 
last week that it will raise defense 
spending an average of 7.1% a 
year for the next five years. 

The $240 billion blueprint 
would focus on improving radar 
detection and other defense capa¬ 
bilities “against new types of bal¬ 
listic missiles North Korea has 
recently test-fired,” the ministry 
said Wednesday. 

South Korea also has begun 
receiving new American F-35 
stealth jets after agreeing to buy 
40 of the state-of-the-art fighters 
by 2021. 

Its air force also will be 
equipped with an RQ-4 Block 30 
Global Hawk surveillance drone 
starting next month, local media 
reported. 

Moon’s administration also 
hopes to assume operational con¬ 


Special Forces 

goarmysof.com 


I think ... in their mind, they’re going to come 
to the negotiating table from a position of 
military strength, f 

David Maxwell 

Defense of Democracies senior fellow 


trol of the military if war breaks 
out, a responsibility that currently 
would fall to the top U.S. general 
in South Korea. 

The allies said that’s the focus 
of the mainly computer-simulat¬ 
ed military exercises that began 


earlier this month. 

North Korea was not appeased, 
saying Trump had agreed to sus¬ 
pend the drills in his first meeting 
with Kim last year in Singapore 
and again at their June 30 meet¬ 
ing on the Korean border. 


“A stop to the joint military ex¬ 
ercises is an issue which the man 
with the full command of the 
armed forces of the U.S. commit¬ 
ted to do in person,” the state-run 
Korean Central News Agency said 
in a report published Sunday. 

“The right answer for remov¬ 
ing all the potential and direct 
threats posed to the security of 
our state is the constant develop¬ 
ment of powerful physical means 
and their deployment for an actu¬ 
al war,” it added. “The U.S. should 
keep in mind that our repeated 
warnings are not hot air.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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<r nM , hf III ia o hum 7 Family of LaDavid Johnson, killed in 
fUUglll IIIVC <1 IlCI U Niger attack, receives his Silver Star 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Myeshia Johnson, center, the widow of Sgt. LaDavid Johnson, sits with her children LaDavid Jr., and 
Ahleesya, right, during a ceremony Friday awarding the Silver Star Medal to LaDavid Johnson, in Miami 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The family of a U.S. soldier 
killed during an October 2017 
ambush in West Africa was pre¬ 
sented the country’s third-high- 
est valor award Friday in Florida, 
the fourth posthumous medal for 
valor in that incident presented in 
the past week. 

Sgt. LaDavid Johnson’s widow 
received the Silver Star Medal on 
her husband’s behalf from Maj. 
Gen. John Deedrick during a cer¬ 
emony at Miami Gardens City 
Hall, Miami’s WPLG Local 10 
reported. 

The 25-year-old soldier was 
among four Americans killed in 
the ambush and ensuing six-hour 
firefight outside the rural village 
of Tongo Tongo near Niger’s bor¬ 
der with Mali on Oct. 4, 2017. A 
team of some 40 Green Berets, 
support soldiers and Nigerien 
partner forces had been on a mis¬ 
sion to capture or kill an Islamic 
State group leader in West Africa 
when they were attacked by more 
than 100 militants. 

“Facing overwhelming force, 
LaDavid fought like a warrior,” 
Deedrick said at the ceremony. 
“LaDavid fought like a hero.” 

Johnson joined the Army in 
January 2014 as a wheeled ve¬ 
hicle mechanic and was assigned 
to 3rd Special Forces Group. He 
was on his second deployment to 
Niger when he was killed. 

“Don’t no medal really bring 
my husband back to me, but I ac¬ 
knowledge them for ... recogniz¬ 
ing my husband for his sacrifice 
for our country,” his widow, My¬ 
eshia Johnson, told WPLG. 

The couple’s young son and two 
daughters, as well as Johnson’s 
parents and siblings, attended 
the ceremony. Some wore shirts 
printed with his name. They were 
the last family of the four soldiers 
killed in the ambush to receive a 
valor award presented posthu¬ 
mously in the past seven days. 

In the aftermath of the attack, 
Johnson’s body was not imme¬ 
diately recovered, leading to 
rumors he had been captured, 
which the Army has denied. An 
investigation later found that he 


Gardens, Fla. 

had run some 960 meters seeking 
cover from the attackers, and was 
killed in a barrage of small-arms 
and heavy machine gunfire. 

His death also drew attention 
as the center of a political spat be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 
and Florida Democratic Rep. 
Frederica Wilson. Wilson and 
Johnson’s family members said 
that in a phone call to the soldier’s 
pregnant widow, Trump said her 
husband “knew what he signed 
up for,” as the family was travel¬ 
ing to meet the sergeant’s body in 
October 2017. 

The furor and the surprising 
loss of life in the ambush in a coun¬ 
try many Americans seemed un¬ 
aware the U.S. had troops on the 
ground in, stoked continued inter¬ 
est in the incident for months. 

A summary of the Army’s in¬ 
vestigation released in May 2018 
said that the joint U.S.-Nigerien 
team Johnson was with had dis¬ 
mounted their vehicles after first 
coming under fire and shot back 
while attempting to counter the 
attack. But realizing they were 
outnumbered by a well-trained 
force that was about to envelop 
them, they returned to their ve¬ 
hicles and broke contact. 

In the confusion, two Niger¬ 


ien vehicles and one U.S. vehicle 
with three American soldiers did 
not withdraw. The trio — Staff 
Sgt. Dustin Wright, 29; Staff Sgt. 
Bryan C. Black, 35; and Staff Sgt. 
Jeremiah W. Johnson, 39 — con¬ 
tinued to fight to their deaths and 
their bodies were later recovered 
near the initial ambush site. 

Johnson, the driver of another 
vehicle, had been among the sol¬ 
diers who fell back to a second 
position and began engaging the 
enemy again. When they were 
forced once more to break con¬ 
tact, Johnson and two Nigerien 
soldiers who tried to get into their 
vehicle were driven back into 
fighting positions by heavy enemy 
fire and then were forced to flee 
on foot as the militants closed in. 

The two Nigerien soldiers were 
killed within about 600 meters. 
Johnson made it nearly a kilome¬ 
ter and took cover behind thick 
brush, continuing to fight under 
suppressive enemy fire from a 
vehicle-mounted heavy machine 
gun, the investigation said. His 
body was found there two days 
after the attack. 

The sergeant’s “courage and 
dedication to his team were un¬ 
matched, engaging a numerically 
superior hostile force, disrupting 


the enemy’s freedom of move¬ 
ment, and killing several enemy 
fighters before succumbing to his 
wounds,” his Silver Star citation 
reads, WPLG reported. 

Johnson had been hit as many 
as 18 times by fire from M-4 rifles 
— probably stolen by the insur¬ 
gents — and Soviet-made heavy 
machine guns, officials told The 
Associated Press in the months 
after the attack. 

As the incident and its af¬ 
termath garnered headlines, it 
brought scrutiny on special oper¬ 
ations missions in Africa and led 
to multiple reviews. 

Military officials have said mis¬ 
takes were made in the mission’s 
planning and approval, and they 
have blamed tactical confusion 
and a failure to rehearse ahead of 
the operation as factors contrib¬ 
uting to its bloody outcome — the 
deadliest combat incident for U.S. 
forces in Africa since the 1993 
downing of a Black Hawk helicop¬ 
ter in Somalia. 

In its wake, U.S. Africa Com¬ 
mand ordered changes to reduce 
risk to American troops and bet¬ 
ter prepare them for operations. 

The long initial investigation 
into the incident drew criticism, 
however, after it resulted in rep¬ 


rimands for mostly junior and 
midgrade officers and enlisted 
personnel, while only one general 
officer was punished. Another 
review, completed this spring, 
brought no additional disciplin¬ 
ary actions. 

Johnson’s widow and mother 
had reportedly walked out of an 
Army briefing on that review, at 
which families were presented 
the redacted investigation report 
in early June. 

They and members of the 
other soldiers’ families have 
complained about a long wait for 
answers about the incident, and 
some have said they wanted more 
senior officers held accountable 
for their part in ordering or over¬ 
seeing aspects of the mission. 

Meanwhile, the Army has ap¬ 
proved nine valor awards for sol¬ 
diers’ actions on the day of the 
attack, including three Bronze 
Stars for valor and four Silver 
Stars. 

In recent days, the Jeremiah 
Johnson and Black families were 
presented those soldiers’ Bronze 
Star medals with “V” devices 
for valor. Wright’s parents were 
presented his Silver Star in his 
hometown. 

The other awards include Sil¬ 
ver Stars for two unnamed team 
members, a Bronze Star with 
valor, an Army Commendation 
Medal with valor and the Army 
Commendation Medal with “C” 
device for combat, the Pentagon 
has said. 

Johnson’s parents were hon¬ 
ored that their son and the other 
soldiers who died with him nearly 
two years ago received valor med¬ 
als, WPLG reported. 

“I am so honored and grateful,” 
his mother Cowanda Johnson 
said. 

For the soldier’s widow, even 
though the Friday ceremony was 
recognizing her husband’s hero¬ 
ism, it was painful, she told the 
news station. 

“It’s a sad moment for me,” My¬ 
eshia Johnson said. “It still hurts 
me.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Bombing: Taliban calls ISIS attack in Kabul ‘forbidden and unjustifiable’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The emergence of the ISIS affiliate in 
recent years might be the greatest threat 
to Afghan civilians as the U.S. and Taliban 
seek an agreement to end nearly 18 years 
of fighting. While the U.S. wants Taliban 
assurances that Afghanistan will no longer 
be used as a launchpad for global terror at¬ 
tacks, there appear to be no guarantees of 
protection for Afghan civilians. 

The Taliban, which the U.S. hopes will 
help curb the ISIS affiliate’s rise, con¬ 
demned Saturday’s attack as “forbidden 
and unjustifiable.” 

The blast took place in a western Kabul 
neighborhood that is home to many in the 
country’s minority Shiite Hazara com¬ 
munity. ISIS, which declared war on Af¬ 
ghanistan’s Shiites nearly two years ago 


and has claimed responsibility for many 
attacks targeting them in the past, said in 
a statement that a Pakistani ISIS fighter 
seeking martyrdom targeted a large Shiite 
gathering. 

The wedding, to which more than 1,200 
people had been invited, was, in fact, a 
mixed crowd of Shiites and Sunnis, said 
the event hall’s owner, Hussain Ali. 

Ali’s workers were still finding body 
parts, including hands, in the shattered 
wedding hall, its floor strewn with bro¬ 
ken glass, pieces of furniture and victims’ 
shoes. 

“We have informed the police to come 
and collect them,” he said. 

The bomber detonated his explosives 
near the stage where musicians were play¬ 
ing and “all the youths, children and all the 


people who were there were killed,” said 
Gul Mohammad, another witness. 

Survivors described a panicked scene 
in the suddenly darkened hall as people 
screamed and scrambled to find loved 
ones. 

“I was with the groom in the other room 
when we heard the blast and then I couldn’t 
find anyone,” said Ahmad Omid, who said 
the groom was his father’s cousin. “Every¬ 
one was lying all around the hall.” 

The blast at the wedding hall, known as 
Dubai City, shattered a period of relative 
calm in Kabul. 

Messages of shock poured in on Sunday. 
“Such acts are beyond condemnation,” the 
European Union mission to Afghanistan 
said. “An act of extreme depravity,” U.S. 
Ambassador John Bass said. A deliberate 


attack on civilians “can only be described 
as a cowardly act of terror,” U.N. envoy to 
Afghanistan Tadamichi Yamamoto said. 

The explosion came just ahead of Af¬ 
ghanistan’s 100th Independence Day on 
Monday. The city, long familiar with check¬ 
points and razor wire, has been under 
heavier security. It was not immediately 
clear if planned events in Kabul would go 
ahead. 

The attack also comes at a greatly uncer¬ 
tain time in Afghanistan as the U.S. and the 
Taliban appear to be within days of a deal 
on ending the war after several rounds of 
talks this year. 

“Taliban cannot absolve themselves of 
blame, for they provide platform for ter¬ 
rorists,” President Ashraf Ghani said on 
Twitter, declaring a day of mourning and 
calling the attack “inhumane.’ 
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Portland 'ground zero' as rival groups protest 



Photos by Noah Berger/AP 

Joseph Oakman and fellow Proud Boys plant a flag in Tom McCall Waterfront Park 
during an “End Domestic Terrorism” rally in Portland, Ore., on Saturday. 



A counterprotester confronts members of the Proud Boys and other right-wing 
demonstrators during the rally. 


By Gillian Flaccus 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Hundreds of far- 
right protesters and anti-fascist coun¬ 
terdemonstrators swarmed downtown 
Portland, Ore., on Saturday for a long- 
hyped rally that attracted President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s attention and resulted in at 
least 13 arrests. 

Police seized metal poles, bear spray 
and other weapons and closed bridges and 
streets to try to keep the rival groups apart. 
They were largely successful. Six minor 
injuries were reported. 

“This was a dynamic event with demon¬ 
strators frequently moving from one part 
of the city to another,” Mayor Ted Wheeler 
said at an evening news conference. 

Leaders of the right-wing groups vowed 
to return to Portland, saying they would 
keep coming back to the liberal West Coast 
city so long as the left-wing anti-fascists, 
known as antifa, groups remained active. 

President Donald Trump weighed in 
early Saturday, writing on Twitter that 
“Portland is being watched very closely ... 
Hopefully the Mayor will be able to prop¬ 
erly do his job.” 

He also wrote that “major consideration 
is being given to naming ANTIFA an ‘OR¬ 
GANIZATION of TERROR.’” It wasn’t 
immediately clear what he meant by that 
because there’s no mechanism for the 
United States government to declare a do¬ 
mestic organization a terrorism group. 

Joe Biggs, the organizer of the right- 
wing gathering, said it was a success. 

“Go look at President Trump’s Twitter,” 
he told The Oregonian/OregonLive. “He 
talked about Portland, said he’s watching 
antifa. That’s all we wanted.” 

At the evening news conference Port¬ 
land’s mayor said Biggs was not welcome. 
“We do not want him here in my city, pe¬ 
riod,” Wheeler said. 

Wheeler tied the demonstrations to “a 


rising white nationalist movement” and a 
growing sense of fear in the country. 
“We’re certainly seeing that play out,” 


he said. “Portland being a very progres¬ 
sive community is always going to be at or 
near ground zero of this battle.” 


The events began late Saturday morn¬ 
ing. Flag-waving members of the Proud 
Boys, Three Percenters militia group and 
others gathered downtown, some wearing 
body armor and helmets like the antifa 
protesters. Police said they had seized the 
weapons, including shields, from multiple 
groups as they assembled along the Willa¬ 
mette River, which runs through the city. 

More than two dozen local, state and fed¬ 
eral law enforcement agencies, including 
the FBI, were in the city for the right-wing 
rally. Portland police said all of the city’s 
1,000 officers would be on duty for the 
gathering that was hyped on social media 
and elsewhere for weeks. 

As of early afternoon, most of the right- 
wing groups had left the area via a down¬ 
town bridge. Police used officers on bikes 
and in riot gear to keep black-clad, mask- 
wearing anti-fascist protesters from fol¬ 
lowing them. 

But hundreds of people remained down¬ 
town and on nearby streets, and there were 
skirmishes throughout the day. Police de¬ 
clared a gathering of mostly left-wing pro¬ 
testers near Pioneer Courthouse Square 
a “civil disturbance” and told people to 
leave. 

Police spokeswoman Lt. Tina Jones at 
one point said there were about 1,200 on 
the streets, but that number fell through¬ 
out the day. 

The self-described anti-fascists had 
vowed to confront the right-wing rally, 
while leaders from the far right urged their 
followers to turn out in large numbers to 
protest the arrests of six members of right- 
wing groups in the run-up to the event. 

Patriot Prayer’s Joey Gibson, who orga¬ 
nized similar rallies in 2017 and 2018 that 
erupted in clashes, surrendered Friday on 
an arrest warrant for felony rioting. He was 
at a confrontation that broke out on May 1 
outside a bar where antifa members had 
gathered after a May Day demonstration. 


Gun control advocates call for new laws at rallies 


Associated Press 

Gun control advocates rallied around 
the country Saturday, seeking to pres¬ 
sure Congress to tighten the nation’s gun 
laws after the recent mass shootings in El 
Paso, Texas; Dayton, Ohio, and Northern 
California. 

Several dozen people gathered in Provi¬ 
dence, R.I. Some held signs that said, “Dis¬ 
arm Hate,” “Enough” and “No One Needs 
a Weapon of War at Home.” 


In Baltimore, activists organized a 
march. Protesters in Charleston, W.Va., 
carried signs that called for changing Con¬ 
gress if it didn’t change gun laws. 

Demonstrators also gathered in front of 
City Hall in San Francisco. 

The group Everytown for Gun Safety 
announced recently that it planned to hold 
rallies over the weekend in every state. 
The group is demanding a strong federal 
“red flag” bill to allow seizure of weapons 


in certain cases and legislation requiring 
background checks on all gun sales. 

Congress is on summer recess, but Re¬ 
publican Senate Majority leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell of Kentucky has asked committee 
chairmen to review possible gun bills for 
consideration when lawmakers return in 
September. 

Democrats on the House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee announced Friday that they will be 
returning early to consider other gun vio¬ 


lence legislation. The House has already 
approved legislation bolstering back¬ 
ground checks for gun purchases. 

The gunmen in El Paso and Dayton 
killed a total of 31 people in back-to-back 
weekend shootings in early August that 
stunned the nation and revived calls to 
tighten access to firearms. 

Those shootings came days after another 
gunman opened fire at a festival in Gilroy, 
Calif., killing three people. 


NRA wants role when North meets state investigators 


By Larry Neumeister 
and Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A National Rifle Associ¬ 
ation leader-turned-critic is meeting with 
New York investigators this week, and the 
NRA wants to be there. 

New York’s attorney general’s office is 
questioning Oliver North on Tuesday as it 
probes whether the NRA broke laws gov¬ 
erning its nonprofit status. 

The powerful gun lobby asked aNew York 
state judge Friday to let it in the meeting, 
saying it would be “severely prejudiced” if 
privileged information is divulged. 

In court papers, it said it had asked the 


attorney general’s office to be included in 
the meeting but was told it would be bur¬ 
densome and was refused. 

The NRA cited grounds why some in¬ 
formation could be kept from investiga¬ 
tors, including attorney-client privilege, 
work-product rules and other unspecified 
privileges. 

NRA lawyers said they reviewed 899 
pages of documents from North’s lawyers 
that were prepared for investigators and 
found several dozen examples of privileged 
information that had not been redacted. 

In a statement, New York Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Letitia James defended the integrity of 
her office: “The NRA’s scare tactics simply 
won’t work here,” the statement said. “Our 


investigation is proceeding with the same 
focus and fairness we apply to any case. 
Whether its deposing NRA leaders or fact¬ 
finding through other investigative tools, 
we will ensure that justice is served be¬ 
cause no one is above the law.” 

The NRA is facing several legal battles. 
The attorney general of the District of Co¬ 
lumbia has subpoenaed the group and its 
related charitable organization in a probe 
into financial misconduct allegations. The 
U.S. Senate Finance Committee also has 
launched an investigation into the NRA’s 
operations. 

North was forced out as the NRA’s presi¬ 
dent in the spring just ahead of the group’s 
annual meeting. 


* 


Michael Conroy/AP 

Col. Oliver North, who was forced out as 
the National Rifle Association’s president 
in the spring, will be questioned by New 
York’s attorney general’s office Tuesday. 
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Shooting suspect charged in Pa. standoff 



Elizabeth Robertson, The Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 


Shooting suspect Maurice Hill is taken into custody after an hourslong standoff with police Thursday. Six 
police officers were wounded in the standoff. 


By Anna Orso 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

PHILADELPHIA — At¬ 
tempted murder charges were 
filed Saturday against Maurice 
Hill for allegedly shooting six 
Philadelphia police officers dur¬ 
ing a dramatic 7 Vi-hour stand¬ 
off Wednesday, the largest mass 
shooting of Philadelphia police in 
decades. 

Charges were also brought 
against four men accused of 
being involved in what police 
have described as an illegal drug 
operation led by Hill, two of 
whom were trapped along with 
two police officers in the Tioga 
house while the evening shootout 
paralyzed a neighborhood and 
made national news. 

Hill, 36, appeared at an ar¬ 
raignment Saturday morning 
via video conference while he 
was being held at a Philadel¬ 
phia police investigative unit at 
24th and Wolf Streets in South 
Philadelphia. 

The father of two, including a 
daughter born two days before 
the shooting, appeared defiant, 
sitting with his arms crossed 
and head down. He responded 
“I guess” when the magistrate 
asked if he understood the charg¬ 
es against him, and then said “I 
am not an immediate danger” 
after a prosecutor argued he 
should remain in custody and be 
denied bail. 

After the hearing, Hill, who 
was denied bail, was transferred 


to Curran-Fromhold Correction¬ 
al Facility on State Road, jail re¬ 
cords show. 

Charged with 11 counts of at¬ 
tempted murder, Hill faces a 
litany of other charges, includ¬ 
ing aggravated assault, assault 
of a law enforcement officer, and 
other drug and firearm posses¬ 
sion offenses. District Attorney 
Larry Krasner has said that Hill 
could spend the rest of his life in 
prison. A representative from the 
Defender Association of Phila¬ 
delphia argued on his behalf. 

Six Philadelphia police officers 
were shot and two others were 
trapped in a house with the gun¬ 
man for hours on Aug. 14 during 
a shootout-turned-standoff. 

Terrence Williams, 32, and 
Ronald Ellis, 37, both of Phila¬ 
delphia — the two alleged drug 
dealers upstairs in the house as 
Hill allegedly fired an AK-15 at 
police outside — were charged 
with drug possession with intent 
to deliver and conspiracy. 

Also charged with drug pos¬ 
session with intent to deliver and 
conspiracy — but not present 
in the 15th Street house during 
Wednesday’s shooting — were 
Dwayne Turner, 31, of West 
Chester and Raynell Rodgers, 30, 
of Philadelphia. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Hill, 
who has an extensive criminal 
history, opened fire with an AR- 
15, authorities believe, as narcot¬ 
ics officers barged into 3716 N. 
15th Street after reportedly see¬ 
ing someone carry a duffel bag 


into that house. 

Hill surrendered just after 
midnight, after tear gas was fired 
into the house, where police said 
an AR-15 was found. Hill had 
a handgun in his pocket, police 
said. 

At Saturday’s arraignment 
hearings, Assistant District At¬ 


torney Lyandra Retacco said that 
police on Wednesday had spotted 
Williams running with a black 
plastic bag from 3712 N. 15th 
St., where police had executed 
the search warrant, into 3716 N. 
15th St., where the shootout and 
standoff ensued. 

Records show Williams co¬ 


owns the latter home. 

Williams has several prior con¬ 
victions, including a 2017 guilty 
plea to charges of endangering 
the welfare of a child, a 2012 
guilty plea to charges related to 
filing a false insurance claim, 
and a 2008 conviction for mari¬ 
juana possession. 


Funerals held for 4 kids 
killed in a day care fire 



Jack Hanrahan, Erie (Pa.) Times-News/AP 


Bishop Dwane Brock of the Victory Christian Center speaks during 
the funeral service for siblings La’Myhia Jones, 8; Luther Jones Jr., 
6 ; Ava Jones, 4; and Jaydan Augustyniak, 9 months, Saturday. 


Associated Press 

ERIE, Pa. — Residents of a 
Pennsylvania city gathered to 
mourn and remember four of the 
five children who died when fire 
swept through a home child care 
center. 

A funeral service was held Sat¬ 
urday in Erie for La’Myhia Jones, 
8, Luther Jones Jr., 6, Ava Jones, 
4, and 9-month-old Jaydan Au¬ 
gustyniak. All are siblings. The 
funeral for Dalvin Pacley, 2, will 
be held Monday. 

Three of the victims were the 
children of a volunteer firefight¬ 
er, Luther Jones. Their mother, 
Shevona Overton, is also the 
mother of Jaydan. An adult and 
two adolescent boys were able 
to escape. Fire officials suspect 


White House economic adviser 
Larry Kudlow on Sunday con¬ 
firmed that the Trump adminis¬ 
tration is exploring trying to buy 
the country of Greenland, noting 
that the self-governing country is 


Sunday’s blaze was accidental 
and possibly electrical 

“There are things that happen 
in this life that take years to un¬ 
derstand. There are things that 
happen in this life that we will 
never understand,” said Mayor 
Joe Schember. “Why are bright, 
beautiful children taken away 
from us in a tragic accident in the 
middle of the night?” 

The most important lesson 
from such a tragedy, Schember 
said, “is to really value and trea¬ 
sure the relatives and friends that 
are still with us.” And, he said, 
“only a strong belief in God can 
help us humans through a loss 
like this.” 

The Rev. Charles Mock of 
Community Baptist Church drew 


minerals. 

“It’s developing. We’re looking 
at it,” Kudlow said on “Fox News 
Sunday.” “Denmark owns Green¬ 
land. Denmark is an ally. Green¬ 
land is a strategic place... I’m just 
saying the president, who knows 


an ovation as he urged the com¬ 
munity that had come together 
“Don’t stop now.” 

“Don’t stop the kisses, don’t 
stop the hugs, don’t stop the warm 


a thing or two about buying real 
estate, wants to take a look.” 

President Donald Trump’s de¬ 
sire to buy Greenland, which is 
part of the kingdom of Denmark, 
was first reported last week by 
the Wall Street Journal. 

Trump is scheduled to visit 


embraces, don’t stop the coming 
together, don’t stop the partner¬ 
ships that have come out of five 
children who have gone into 
heaven,” he said. 


Denmark in two weeks. In the 
days since news of Trump’s inter¬ 
est in Greenland broke, the idea 
has been ridiculed by politicians 
in Denmark, and Greenland’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
Friday that the island is not for 
sale. 


Ohio mayor 
threatened 
after Trump 
comments 

Associated Press 

DAYTON, Ohio — The mayor 
of Dayton where nine people 
were slain in a mass shooting says 
around-the-clock security detail 
was assigned to her because of 
hate-filled messages she received 
following verbal sparring with 
President Donald Trump after 
his visit to a Dayton hospital ear¬ 
lier this month. 

The Dayton Daily News report¬ 
ed after Trump’s Aug. 7 visit, he 
called a news conference Mayor 
Nan Whaley held with Ohio’s 
Democratic Sen. Sherrod Brown 
“a fraud.” 

Whaley responded in an inter¬ 
view with CNN that Trump is a 
“bully and a coward.” 

The newspaper reported it re¬ 
viewed dozens of messages re¬ 
garding Whaley that contained 
abusive language and expletive- 
laced insults. 

The messages prompted city 
officials to assign Whaley the po¬ 
lice security detail. 

Dayton police say there were 
no specific threats directed to¬ 
ward Whaley. 


Kudlow: White House is ‘looking at’ trying to buy Greenland 

The Washington Post a “strategic place” that is rich in 
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'Our 
love is 
for him' 

Strangers gather to 
mourn El Paso victim 

By Russell Contreras 

Associated Press 

EL PASO, Texas — Thousands 
of strangers came to say goodbye 
to a woman who was killed in a 
mass shooting in El Paso after 
hearing her longtime companion 
had few family members left. 

Antonio Basco had told report¬ 
ers he felt alone in planning the 
funeral for Margie Reckard, one 
of 22 people killed when a gun¬ 
man opened fire at a Walmart on 
Aug. 3. Basco had almost no fam¬ 
ily left, so he invited the world 
to join him in remembering his 
companion of 22 years. 

He thought he might get a few 
well-wishers from El Paso. 

Then, the flowers started com¬ 
ing in. 

Then, the funeral home had to 
change venues. 

People came from California, 
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and 
across the border in Mexico. They 
stood in line for hours Friday for 
Reckard’s funeral, then patiently 
waited Saturday in sweltering 
temperatures as Basco buried 
her. 

Few of those in attendance had 
ever met Reckard, but almost all 
said the suffering city — and the 
nation — needed to see how to 
rally around those in pain. 

Jordan Ballard, 38, of Los An¬ 
geles, said she lived in New York 
City during the terrorist attacks 
of Sept. 11, 2001, and in Oklaho¬ 
ma City during the 1995 bomb¬ 
ing. After reading about Basco 
online, she bought a plane ticket 
Thursday. 

“The potential of him experi¬ 
encing this alone made me come,” 
she said. “I know if I was lost, my 
family had each other.” 

'We wanted to be here’ 

Angelique Tadeo, 52, her hus¬ 
band, Paul, 69, and their grand¬ 
daughter, 3, drove more than four 
hours from Tucson, Ariz. Tadeo 
worked as a nurse and treated 
victims during the 2011 shoot¬ 
ing in Tucson that injured former 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords and killed 
six. 

“We know what the city is 
going through and we wanted to 
be here,” Tadeo said. 

As soon as he got the memorial 
details, Jerry Brown, 58, of San 
Angelo, Texas, got in his car and 
drove 400 miles in six hours. 

“In the military, we have this 
saying: ‘We don’t leave people be¬ 
hind,’ ” said Brown, a veteran. “It 
didn’t matter where I was. I knew 
I was going to come here today.” 

He got into town, stood in line 




Mark Lambie, The El Paso (Texas) Times/AP 


Antonio Basco greets some of the hundreds in line to attend his longtime companion Margie Reckard’s funeral at La Paz Faith Memorial & 
Spiritual Center in El Paso, Texas, on Friday. 


for hours to pay his respects and 
planned on driving all night back 
home for a child’s soccer prac¬ 
tice. But he paused for a moment 
to look at the crowd of strang¬ 
ers who had created a line that 
wrapped around the block and 
into the city’s Manhattan Heights 
Historic District. 

“This is amazing,” said Brown, 
a contractor. 

“This is El Paso, bro,” Jerry 
Medina, 42, of El Paso, wearing a 
black-and-red zoot suit, said when 
asked about the crowd. 

He brushed off the 100-degree 
temperatures and wore a similar 
suit the next day to the burial. 

“I really felt for that guy,” Me¬ 
dina said. “Our love is for him. 
Hopefully, he gets through this.” 


1 started crying’ 

Isabel Regalado, 27, held her 
10-month-old boy, Preston Re¬ 
galado-Soliz, as she stood in line 
for more than two hours with her 
husband, Esteban Soliz. 

“As we drove up here, I start¬ 
ed crying,” Regalado said. “It’s 
beautiful.” 

The family had been heading 
to the mall where the gunman 
opened fire that day. Regalado 
stops before continuing the story, 
holding back tears. 

A mariachi band begins play¬ 
ing for the people in line. Some 
clap. The band plays recogniz¬ 
able tunes to many in El Paso. 
Then the musicians cross the 
street and play “Amor Eterno” 
— the 1984 ballad by the late- 
Juan Gabriel that has become an 
anthem of sorts in El Paso in the 
days after the shooting. 

“How I wish that you still lived, 
that your precious eyes had never 
closed, so that I could see them 
now,” the translated lyrics go. 

The lips of a woman in line quiv¬ 
er. She eventually breaks down 
and walks away. Another woman 
offers to hold her place in line. 


Mourners wait in line Friday for the memorial services. 


Emma Portela, 81, who drove in 
from Chihuahua, Mexico, shakes 
her head: “That song has so much 
power right now.” 

Glen Blasdel, 83, standing 
alone, was one of the first in line. 
“I know what it’s like to have no 
family,” said Blasdel, a Vietnam 
War veteran who drove in from 
nearby Las Cruces, N.M. 

Moments before burying 
his companion, Basco spoke to 
reporters. 

“My life is not complete no 
more,” he said. But when he 
looked out and saw a crowd of 
3,000 on Friday, he was in awe. 
“It’s the most beautiful thing I’d 
ever seen.” 

In the days ahead, Basco plans 
on resting and keeping in touch 
with new friends. 

He still speaks to Reckard as if 
she’s in the room. “She loved El 
Paso. She would have loved this,” 
he said. 

Then, he turned toward a 
hearse, got inside and rode to the 
burial site, where more strangers 
were waiting. 


A mourner weeps during the service. 
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July was Alaska’s warmest month ever 


By Dan Joling 

Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Alaska has 
been America’s canary in the coal mine 
for climate warming, and the yellow bird 
is swooning. 

July was Alaska’s warmest month ever, 
according to the National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration. 

Sea ice melted. Bering Sea fish swam in 
above-normal temperatures. So did chil¬ 
dren in the coastal town of Nome. Wildfire 
season started early and stayed late. Thou¬ 
sands of walruses thronged to shore. 

Unusual weather events like this could 
become more common with climate warm¬ 
ing, said Brian Brettschneider, an associ¬ 
ate climate researcher at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks’ International Arctic 
Research Center. Alaska has seen “mul¬ 
tiple decades-long increases” in tempera¬ 
ture, he said. 

“It becomes easier to have these unusual 
sets of conditions that now lead to records,” 
Brettschneider said. 

Alaska’s average temperature in July 
was 58.1 degrees. That’s 5.4 degrees above 
average and 0.8 degrees higher than the 
previous warmest month of July 2004, 
NOAA said. 

The effects were felt from the Arctic 
Ocean to the world’s largest temperate 
rainforest on Alaska’s Panhandle. 

Anchorage, the state’s largest city, on 
July 4 for the first time hit 90 degrees at 
Ted Stevens Anchorage International Air¬ 
port, 5 degrees higher than the city’s previ¬ 
ous recorded high of 85 degrees. 

Sea ice off Alaska’s north and northwest 
shore and other Arctic regions retreated to 
the lowest level ever recorded for July, ac¬ 
cording to the National Snow and Ice Data 
Center at the University of Colorado. 



Dan Joling/AP 


Denise Armitage of Toowoomba, 
Queensland, Australia, photographs 
dahlias at gardens in Town Square in 
Anchorage, Alaska, on Thursday. 

Arctic sea ice for July set a record low 
of 2.9 million square miles. That was a 
South Carolina-size loss of 30,900 square 
miles below the previous record low July 
in 2012. 

Sea ice is the main habitat for polar bears 
and a resting platform for female walruses 
and their young. Several thousand wal¬ 
ruses came to shore July 30, the first time 
they’ve been spotted in such large num¬ 
bers before August. 


Effects were less obvious in the Bering 
Sea off Alaska’s west coast. Lyle Britt, a 
NOAA Fisheries biologist who oversees 
the agency’s annual Bering Sea groundfish 
survey, was on a trawler east of the island 
of Saint Matthew during the first week of 
July. 

“The temperature out there for us was in 
the high 70s,” Britt said. “On those boats, 
everything up there is designed to con¬ 
serve heat, not vent heat. It was unbear¬ 
ably warm inside the boat.” 

On the ocean bottom, Britt’s crew for 
the second consecutive year found scant 
evidence of a “cold pool,” the east-west 
barrier of extremely cold, salty water that 
traditionally concentrates Pacific cod and 
walleye pollock, the species that make fast- 
food fish sandwiches, in the southeastern 
Bering Sea. 

Alaska’s wildfire season started in April. 
July’s dry and hot temperatures extended 
it. An expected rainy season marked by 
southwest winds pushing up moisture and 
soaking fires did not show up on time, said 
Tim Mowry, spokesman for the state Divi¬ 
sion of Forestry. 

“It extended our fire season through the 
month of July,” Mowry said. 

Alaska by mid-July can usually free up 
crews to fight fires in other states, but only 
about 15 people have left this year. High 
fire danger around Anchorage, the Kenai 
Peninsula and the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough has kept crews in Alaska. 

“We’ve pretty much held on to all our 
resources in-state at this point,” Mowry 
said. 

A burn ban and water sprinkler restric¬ 
tions remain in place for Haines, just 
outside the Tongass National Forest. July 
extended a drought in the rainforest, said 
Rick Thoman, another climate expert at 
the International Arctic Research Center. 


Cities in the southern half of the rainfor¬ 
est have limited or no hydropower because 
of low water levels. That means power has 
to be generated by burning diesel fuel, 
Thoman said. 

July was the hottest month measured on 
Earth since records began in 1880, NOAA 
reported Thursday. And a United Nations 
report earlier this month warned that glob¬ 
al warming threatens food supplies around 
the world. 

But Alaska’s recent heat has had silver 
linings. Barley and other crops are ready 
to harvest, said Stephen Brown of the Uni¬ 
versity of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative 
Extension Service. 

The growing season has been extended 
by a month, and if extra days become the 
norm, they will expand what can be grown 
in the state. Brown used heat radiated 
from his blacktop driveway to grow fruit 
not usually seen outside greenhouses. 

“I’ve got a bumper crop of tomatoes and 
jalapenos this summer,” he said. 

On the other hand, the weather has 
stressed birch trees and left them vulner¬ 
able to leaf-eating insects. 

“That gives the leaf miners opportunity 
to really whack them good,” he said. “I’m 
looking at my lawn right now, and I need to 
rake leaves.” 

Brettschneider, the climate researcher, 
sees mostly negative effects from the hot 
July and climate warming. Alaska looks 
the way it does because of the temperature 
regime, he said, and in 50 years, Alaska 
may look like Idaho. 

“We should expect changes. We should 
expect the forests to be in different loca¬ 
tions. We should expect wildlife to move. 
We should expect plants to move. And in 
many cases, if they can’t move fast enough, 
we should expect them to just go away,” he 
said. 


Homeless man held in 
NY after subway scare 



Kevin Hagen/AP 


An investigator picks up a suspicious package that was thought to 
be an explosive device in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood on 
Friday in New York. 


By Michael R. Sisak 
and Jennifer Peltz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A homeless 
man from West Virginia faced 
charges Saturday for allegedly 
placing two devices that looked 
like pressure cookers in a New 
York City subway station, forcing 
an evacuation and snarling the 
morning commute, police said. 

Larry Kenton Griffin II, of 
Bruno, W.Va., was awaiting ar¬ 
raignment late Saturday in Man¬ 
hattan’s central booking after he 
was released from a New York 
hospital where he was being 
treated and under observation. 
Police did not specify what, if any, 
injuries or condition he was being 
treated for. 

Police announced on Satur¬ 
day evening that Griffin, 26, 
was charged with the placing of 
a false bomb. He was taken into 
police custody just after midnight 
Saturday in the Bronx, a day after 
he was seen in surveillance video 
at Manhattan’s Fulton subway 
station holding one of the objects 
police identified as rice cookers 
and determined they were not 
explosives. 

A West Virginia sheriff’s de¬ 


partment said Griffin had a crim¬ 
inal history in the state. 

The Logan County Sheriff’s 
Department said it has arrested 
him at least three times in the 
past eight years, including a 2017 
arrest on charges alleging he sent 
obscene material to a minor. 

Griffin’s cousin Tara Brum¬ 
field told a Huntington, W.Va., 
television station that he is a good 
person who has been dealing with 
mental health issues. 

Offering a possible explana¬ 
tion for his involvement with the 
rice cookers, she said Griffin has 
a habit of picking up items in one 
place and putting them down in 
another. 

“Whether it’s tools or a fishing 
pole or something like that like 
he’ll pick up one thing and leave 
it there and then pick up another 
and then leave it there and I’ve 
watched him do stuff like that a 
bunch of times,” she told the sta¬ 
tion, WSAZ-TV. 

It wasn’t immediately known if 
Griffin had a lawyer representing 
him in the New York case. 

New York City police said se¬ 
curity cameras captured a man 
pulling the cookers out of a shop¬ 
ping cart and placing them in the 
Fulton Street subway station near 


the World Trade Center in lower 
Manhattan. 

A third cooker of the same 
make, year and model was found 
about 2 miles away on a side¬ 
walk in the Chelsea neighbor¬ 
hood, prompting another police 
investigation. 

Police stressed at a news con¬ 
ference on Friday that it wasn’t 
clear if the man was trying to 
frighten people or merely throw¬ 
ing the objects away. 

“I would stop very short of call¬ 
ing him a suspect,” said John 
Miller, the New York Police 
Department’s top counterterror 
official. 


“It is possible that somebody 
put out a bunch of items in the 
trash today and this guy picked 
them up and then discarded 
them, or it’s possible that this was 
an intentional act.” 

Police tracked Griffin down 
about 13 hours after releasing a 
flyer asking people to help them 
identify him. Social media posts 
from the department described 
him as a person of interest who 
was wanted for questioning. The 
Logan County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment said it assisted an FBI task 
force by speaking with Griffin’s 
relatives in hopes of obtaining his 
possible location. 


Small plane 
crashes into 
house in 
New York 

Associated Press 

UNION VALE, N.Y. — New 
York state police say a small 
plane crashed into a house in a 
rural town near Poughkeepsie, 
setting it on fire. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board tweeted that they’re 
investigating why the Cessna 303 
came down Sunday afternoon in 
Union Vale, about 15 miles south¬ 
east of Poughkeepsie. 

The Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration says three people were 
on the plane. No details were im¬ 
mediately available on their con¬ 
dition or that of anyone inside the 
home. 

Firefighters responded to the 
scene, as did police and emer¬ 
gency medical vehicles from sur¬ 
rounding communities. 

The Poughkeepsie Journal re¬ 
ports that smoke could be seen 
rising from the home, but there 
was no word on any occupants. 

The plane crashed about 
one mile from Sky Acres Air¬ 
port, which serves mostly small 
aircraft. 
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Critics: Oregon's 
tsunami-zone law 
courts disaster 


By Andrew Selsky 

Associated. Press 



Photos by Andrew Selsky/AP 


Crystal Sanderson with Portland-based Yost Grube Hall Architecture, shows an emergency access ramp 
that is being built alongside Oregon State University’s Marine Studies Building. The roof will serve as a 
vertical evacuation zone for almost 1,000 fleeing a tsunami that an offshore quake would generate. 


NEWPORT, Ore. — With sun¬ 
light sparkling off surrounding 
Yaquina Bay, workers are putting 
up an ocean-studies building, 
smack in the middle of an area 
expected to one day be hit by a 
tsunami. 

Experts say it’s only a matter of 
time before a shift in a major fault 
line off the Oregon coast causes a 
massive earthquake that gener¬ 
ates a tsunami as much as seven 
stories tall. 

Even as work on Oregon State 
University’s Marine Studies 
Building was underway in New¬ 
port, the Legislature went a step 
further and repealed a ban on 
construction of new “critical fa¬ 
cilities” in tsunami inundation 
zones, allowing fire stations, po¬ 
lice stations and schools to be 
built in the potential path of a 
tsunami. 

Passage of the bill in June was 
little noticed during one of the 
most tumultuous legislative ses¬ 
sions in Oregon history. But it 
has since been roundly criticized 
— including by Gov. Kate Brown, 
who told journalists the bill’s pas¬ 
sage was one of her disappoint¬ 
ments, even though she signed 
the measure and previously said it 
benefited economic development. 

Chris Goldfinger, an Oregon 
State University professor and an 
earthquake geologist, says put¬ 
ting the $60 million oceanography 
building in the path of a tsunami 
is “beyond ironic,” and allowing 
even more construction threatens 
lives in favor of development. 

“It’s foolhardy. In every other 
country in the world, best prac¬ 
tice for tsunamis is avoidance, 
not building in a tsunami zone,” 
Goldfinger said at a symposium 
for journalists in Newport that in¬ 
cluded a tour of the construction 
project. 

Proponents of the university 
facility point out that the build- 


By the numbers 


37 % 

Odds of an earthquake in 
the Cascadia subduction 
zone within 50 years. 

1700 

The last time there 
was a tsunami from a 
Cascadia earthquake, 
an estimated 9. 


SOURCE: The Associated Press 

ing will withstand strong earth¬ 
quakes and be higher than the 
biggest tsunami. It will also fea¬ 
ture a rooftop evacuation site that 
can accommodate more than 900 
people, accessed via an exterior 
ramp. 

Two days of supplies, including 
water, food and first aid, will be 
kept on the roof, said Cinamon 
Moffett, research facility coordi¬ 
nator for the marine center. Once 
the water subsides, survivors 
would be evacuated to a commu¬ 
nity college on a nearby hill, she 
said. 

An earthquake in the Cascadia 
subduction zone, which extends in 
the ocean off Northern California 
to Canada’s Vancouver Island, has 
a 37% probability of happening 
off Oregon in the next 50 years, 
with a slightly lower chance of 
one striking near Washington 
state, Goldfinger said. Cascadia 
earthquakes have an average 
magnitude of around 9, making 
them among the world’s biggest. 

Evidence of a Cascadia earth¬ 


quake’s awesome destructive 
power is visible 30 miles up the 
coast from Newport. 

There, a “ghost forest” of Sitka 
spruces juts up from a beach 
in the tiny town of Neskowin. 
An earthquake 2,000 years ago 
likely caused the ground beneath 
the trees to plunge, and tsunami 
debris buried them. The rem¬ 
nants were partially uncovered 
by storms in 1997. Today, the 
barnacle-encrusted trees stand 
like sentinels, facing the Pacific 
Ocean with vacation homes and a 
motel nearby. 

The last time the ocean reared 
up from a Cascadia earthquake 
was in 1700. The estimated mag¬ 
nitude 9 quake sent a tsunami 
across the Pacific into the coast 
of Japan, where it flooded farm 
fields, damaged fishermen’s 
shacks and ascended a castle 
moat. In the Pacific Northwest 
and Canada, the impact was far 
worse, and is described in the 
folklore of indigenous peoples. 
One tale describes a struggle be¬ 
tween a thunderbird and a whale 
that caused the earth to shake 
and the ocean to wash away peo¬ 
ple and homes. 

Oregon became a leader in 
tsunami preparedness when the 
Legislature, in 1995, banned con¬ 
struction of certain public facili¬ 
ties in inundation zones. 

Vancouver Island in Canada’s 
British Columbia province was 
slammed by the 1700 tsunami. 
But no law prohibits construction 
of public buildings in tsunami 
zones there, according to Emer¬ 
gency Management BC. Washing¬ 
ton state requires municipalities 
and counties to establish rules to 
limit development in areas that 
are frequently flooded or could 
be hit by tsunamis, landslides or 
other calamities. 


California has no state-man¬ 
dated development restrictions 
in tsunami zones, said Rick Wil¬ 
son, senior engineering geologist 
with the California Geological 
Survey. But the state recently ad¬ 
opted new language in its build¬ 
ing code requiring that certain 
types of buildings be constructed 
to withstand tsunami forces, Wil¬ 
son said. Other states are moving 
to do the same, using standards 
from the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. 

Japan, reacting to a 2011 earth¬ 
quake and tsunami that left more 
than 18,000 dead or presumed 
dead, passed a law allowing towns 
to set tsunami warning zones 
and make evacuation and recon¬ 
struction plans. The government 
is spending $9 billion to build 
giant seawalls around the north¬ 
ern coastline. Moving to higher 
ground is not required, though 
some coastal communities have 
done so. 

“Oregon has gone from sort of a 
leader in this to full reverse,” said 
Goldfinger, who was attending a 
seismology conference in Japan 
when the 2011 earthquake hit. 

Oregon lawmakers overwhelm¬ 
ingly repealed the 1995 construc¬ 
tion ban in June, as tensions in the 
Capitol ratcheted up over Repub¬ 
lican opposition to a bill address¬ 
ing global warming. Few people 
attended hearings at which law¬ 
makers from coastal districts tes¬ 
tified in favor of the repeal. 

Democratic Rep. David Gom- 
berg, one of its sponsors, told 
members of a House committee 
to imagine the impacts if the state 
banned new schools, parking ga¬ 
rages and police and fire stations 
in their communities. 

“What would be the conse¬ 
quence of that, to your ability to 
get insurance on your home, your 


ability to attract a new business 
into a neighborhood that’s not 
safe enough for fire departments, 
your ability to resell your home in 
a neighborhood not safe enough 
for police departments?” Gom- 
berg asked. 
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Chris Goldfinger, an Oregon State University professor and expert 
on earthquakes and tsunamis, talks tabout the probability of a large 
tsunami-generating earthquake occurring off the Oregon coast in 
Newport, Ore. 
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Tiffany looks to pump sales with men's collection 



Roe Ethridge/AP 

Tiffany & Co. announced it is launching a jewelry collection for men 
in October to try to attract more customers. 


By Anne D’innocenzio 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Tiffany & Co. 
is launching its first comprehen¬ 
sive jewelry collection for men in 
October as the upscale chain taps 
into a trend popularized by the 
likes of Jay-Z and John Mayer. 

The move, announced Thurs¬ 
day, is part of the Tiffany’s strat¬ 
egy to attract millennials and 
pump up sales, which have been 
dampened by a decline in spend¬ 
ing by international tourists. 

Historically, Tiffany’s has of¬ 
fered classic men’s accessories 
like money clips, cuff links, rings 
and conservative jewelry. The 
New York-based luxury jeweler 
will still to carry those items, but 
now is adding more modern takes 
on men’s high-end jewelry. 

The new men’s collection in¬ 
cludes nearly 100 designs rang¬ 
ing in price from about $200 to 
$15,000 for jewelry, and up to 
$75,000 and beyond for men’s 


home furnishings and accesso¬ 
ries such as cocktail shakers, ice 
tongs and beer mugs. 

Tiffany’s plans to create dis¬ 
tinctive outposts for the men’s 
collection in each of its 300 stores 
around the world, according to 
Reed Krakoff, the company’s 
chief artistic director who devel¬ 
oped the collection. 

High-end jewelry is popping 
up on men’s fashion runways 
at Gucci and other big luxury 
brands, said Robert Burke, an in¬ 
dependent fashion consultant. 

He also pointed to the influen¬ 
tial Dover Street Market stores 
in London, Tokyo and New York, 
which are h i gh li gh ti ng men’s 
jewelry. 

Saks Fifth Avenue’s New York 
flagship this fall is also opening 
a jewelry area called The Vault 
that will showcase high-end 
men’s watches. 

Global sales of men’s fine jew¬ 
elry reached $5.8 billion last 


year, up 23% from 2013, accord¬ 
ing to Euromonitor Internation¬ 
al, a market research company 
That’s still dwarfed by women’s 
fine jewelry, which reached $33.2 
billion, up 14% from in 2013, ac¬ 
cording to Euromonitor. 

But sales for men’s luxury 
jewelry have shown healthy 
increases. 

“Men all over the world are 
wearing jewelry and more acces¬ 
sories as part of a wardrobe,” saic 
Krakoff in an interview with The 
Associated Press. “You started 
to see it on the runways, in social 
media.” 

Krakoff said that the men’s 
business hasn’t been a big focus 
at Tiffany, but there’s a big op¬ 
portunity given that half of the 
company’s global customers are 
men. The vast majority of them 
buy women’s jewelry, he says. 

“We have a captive audience,’ 
he said. 


Ice company 
spearheads 
cocktail 
revolution 



Kyle Phillips, The Norman (Okla.) Transcript/AP 


Vault Ice is shown at the company’s headquarters in Norman, Okla. Vault Ice begins as Norman water. It goes through a three-stage 
filtration process before it is frozen in 300-pound blocks. 

* Distillers spent 15 years bottling your favorite spirit 
so you can enjoy it. Do you really want to ruin that 
with bad ice?* 

Seth Stevenson 

Vault’s director of business development 


By Mack Burke 
The Norman (Okla.) Transcript 

NORMAN, Okla. — There’s more to ice 
than meets the eye. 

No one knows that better than the folks 
at Vault Ice, a Norman-based company 
whose sole focus is making the cleanest, 
clearest ice possible. 

It’s a difference you can see — their spe¬ 
cialty cocktail ice cubes are stunningly 
clear — but there’s more to it than that. Or, 
more aptly, less to it. 

When you freeze ice at home, the water 
takes on odors and tastes of what’s around 
it, from cardboard boxes to that question¬ 
able carton of ice cream in the back, as it 
rapidly freezes from the outside in. 

The same purity concern extends to ice 
machines at commercial restaurants, said 
Seth Stevenson, Vault’s director of busi¬ 
ness development (and former stuntman). 

“Our water is pure, so when it does di¬ 
lute, you’re not getting any sediments, any 
impurities, no weird, funky aroma, be¬ 
cause it is frozen in specialty freezers,” he 
told The Norman Transcript. 

Vault Ice begins as Norman water. It 
goes through a rigorous, three-stage filtra¬ 
tion process that includes reverse osmosis 
and a UV filter before it is frozen in solid, 
300-pound blocks. 

It is then cut, stamped (if desired) and 
vacuum-sealed to ensure a cocktail experi¬ 
ence that take top shelf liquor up to 11. 

Unlike ice blocks and spheres produced 
with molds, Vault Ice doesn’t have any oxy¬ 
gen trapped inside or cloudiness from con¬ 
taminants. The result is an unblemished 
piece of ice that borders on art with all the 
density of a jawbreaker. 

Apart from its sleek, sophisticated aes¬ 
thetic appeal, Stevenson said Vault Ice de¬ 
livers something no other ice does: true, 
unadulterated flavor. 


“Distillers spent 15 years bottling your 
favorite spirit so you can enjoy it,” he said. 
“Do you really want to ruin that with bad 
ice?” 

Because it melts more slowly, due to 
less surface area and the lack of trapped 
oxygen, Vault Ice dilutes drinks at a much 
slower rate. 

With regular ice, for instance, a drink 
can undergo a 3-ounce dilution in 10 min¬ 
utes. A drink with a single cube of Vault Ice 
experiences just a 1-ounce dilution in the 
same amount of time. 

As Stevenson explains, it brings the ol¬ 
factory elements of spirits to the top while 


pushing the ethanol “bum” to the bottom 
for a smooth and balanced delivery. 

“The main thing is, (well ice) creates so 
much water that it creates a pool, a surface 
area on top of the water that removes all 
of the scent. And if you can’t smell some¬ 
thing, you can’t taste it. 

“So, the experience for a Vault Ice user 
is very different. You’re getting the most 
pure, most authentic version of a drink on 
the rock that you can get.” 

Once you’ve had Vault Ice, Stevenson, 
now a self-described ice snob, said you’ll 
never go back to “freezer funk” cocktails. 
The specialty ice is available at some Nor¬ 


man establishments, like The Winston 
and Scratch, and Stevenson said that list 
is growing. But you don’t have to go out to 
enjoy the perfect cocktail. Vault Ice is now 
available at some Norman liquor stores, 
as well, for about $1 a cube. A single cube, 
Stevenson said, is usually good for two to 
three pours in an evening. 

For commercial restaurants, it’s good 
for a lot more than that. 

“If you want to get your best drink ex¬ 
perience that the distiller intended, beyond 
a neat shot, you want to go with our ice,” 
Stevenson said. “Customers notice the dif¬ 
ference and they come back.” 

Vault Ice is currently the largest produc¬ 
er of specialty cocktail ice in the country, 
producing 36 300-pound blocks of ice every 
three days. With four slabs per block, and 
136 cubes per slab, that’s over 40,000 crys¬ 
tal-clear cubes per week. 

The company distributes its products to 
six states, through major companies like 
Sysco, Ben E. Keith, U.S. Foods and Gor¬ 
don Food Service. It also has extended 
reach through restaurant chains. 
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Heavy rain falls 
on protesters in 
Hong Kong march 


By Kelvin Chan 
and Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Heavy rain 
fell on tens of thousands of um¬ 
brella-toting protesters Sunday 
as they marched from a packed 
park and filled a major road in 
Hong Kong, where mass pro-de¬ 
mocracy demonstrations have 
become a regular weekend activ¬ 
ity this summer. 

Organizers said they hoped 
the assembly would be peace¬ 
ful, which would make for a rare 
calm weekend in a monthslong 
movement that has been marked 
by violent clashes with police. 
Law enforcement officers were 


keeping a low profile on Sunday, 
with no riot police seen from the 
procession’s main routes. 

“We hope that there will not be 
any chaotic situations today,” said 
organizer Bonnie Leung. “We 
hope we can show the world that 
Hong Kong people can be totally 
peaceful.” 

Leung’s group, the Civil 
Human Rights Front, has orga¬ 
nized three massive marches in 
Hong Kong since June. The pro¬ 
test movement, however, has been 
increasingly marked by clashes 
with police as demonstrators vent 
their frustrations over what they 
perceive to be the government’s 
blatant refusal to respond to their 
demands. 



Vincent Thian/AP 


Protesters march in the rain in Hong Kong on Sunday as they 
marched from a packed park and filled a major road. 


“Peace is the No. 1 priority 
today,” said Kiki Ma, 28, an ac¬ 
countant participating in the 
march. “We want to show that we 
aren’t like the government.” 

While police had granted ap¬ 
proval for the rally, they didn’t 
approve an accompanying march. 
Demonstrators, nevertheless, 
fanned out and filled the streets 
as there was not enough space at 
the designated assembly area. 

Public transit trains did not 
stop at stations near the assembly 
because of overcrowding. 

In Beijing, You Wenze, a spokes¬ 


man for China’s ceremonial leg¬ 
islature, condemned statements 
from U.S. lawmakers supportive 
of Hong Kong’s pro-democracy 
movement. 

He called the lawmakers’ com¬ 
ments “a gross violation of the 
spirit of the rule of law, a blatant 
double standard and a gross in¬ 
terference in China’s internal 
affairs.” 

He said that Hong Kong’s 7.5 
million people and the Chinese 
population as a whole rejected the 
actions of a “very small group of 
violent protesters,” as well as “any 
interference of foreign forces.” 


Mexico City assesses monument damage after protest 


By Amy Guthrie 

Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Workers 
erected a wooden wall around 
Mexico City’s iconic Angel of In¬ 
dependence monument Saturday 
after feminists defaced it with 
graffiti during a raucous and 
violent protest over a string of al¬ 
leged rapes by police. 

The disorder Friday night 
erupted as part of protests that 
arose last week over a percep¬ 
tion that city officials were not 
adequately investigating the 
rape accusations. Both victims 
were teenagers. The demonstra¬ 
tions have become known as the 
“glitter protests” after marchers 
doused the city’s police chief in 
pink glitter. 

Hundreds of city workers spent 
the wee hours of the morning 
pressure-cleaning and painting 
over graffiti. 

The deputy director of artistic 
patrimony at the National Fine 
Arts Institute, Dolores Martinez, 
said at the base of the statue that 
officials were assessing the dam¬ 


age to the Angel and other points 
in the capital that protesters 
attacked. 

At the same time, Martinez 
added, the fine arts institute “re¬ 
spects freedom of speech and 
offers support for actions to erad¬ 
icate all forms of violence against 
women.” 

Protesters wrote phrases like, 
“They don’t take care of us” and 
“rape state” in lime green, purple 
and black spray paint across the 
base of the Angel monument, 
which commemorates Mexico’s 
independence from Spain and is 
often the site of celebrations by 
city residents. 

Demonstrators also painted the 
word “rapists” on the wall of a 
nearby police station and trashed 
a major bus station. A male tele¬ 
vision reporter was assaulted by 
another man while covering the 
protest. 

Mexico City Mayor Claudia 
Sheinbaum, the first woman 
elected to head the city’s govern¬ 
ment, said via Twitter that the 
attorney general’s office of the 
metropolis will investigate and 


bring charges against those who 
attacked journalists. 

Violence against women is a se¬ 
rious problem in Mexico. 

Human Rights Watch says 
Mexican laws “do not adequately 
protect women and girls against 
domestic and sexual violence.” It 
said in a 2019 report that provi¬ 
sions in Mexican law, including 
those that make the severity of 
punishments for sexual offenses 
contingent upon the supposed 
chastity of the victim, “contradict 
international standards.” 

Mexico City’s culture minis¬ 
ter, Jose Alfonso Suarez del Real, 
expressed sadness over the van¬ 
dalism at the Angel monument, 
saying it “belongs to the Mexican 
people, not to the state.” 

The remains of 14 indepen¬ 
dence heroes rest within the 
monument, including those of a 
woman, Leona Vicario. 

The monument on Reforma 
Avenue is a reunion point for 
protests as well as celebrations. 
Soccer fans regularly converge 
around the base to celebrate their 
teams’ wins, for example. 



Amy Guthrie/AP 


Graffiti covers Mexico City’s 
iconic Angel of Independence 
after protesters defaced it Friday 
night during a raucous protest. 


French police suicide rate climbs; government flummoxed 


By Elaine Ganley 

Associated Press 

PARIS — Three riot police of¬ 
ficers, a police commander, a 
police academy teacher — all are 
among eight French police offi¬ 
cers who have killed themselves 
recently. That makes 64 suicides 
so far this year — and the number 
just keeps on climbing. 

Deaths by suicide for French 
police now outnumber deaths 
in the line of duty. The protec¬ 


tors need protecting, say police 
unions, which are demanding 
more help to stop the problem. 

Those who choose to end their 
lives are from everywhere in 
France and of all ages, many with 
young children. The latest death 
came Wednesday in the Ardeche 
region in southeast France. Why 
they step across what one police 
union calls the “thin blue line” 
remains a question that French 
authorities have so far been un¬ 
able to answer. 


A parliamentary inquiry made 
public in July lists a multitude of 
reasons for the stress and despair 
among French police, including 
overwork since a series of terror¬ 
ist attacks that started in January 
2015 and the weekly, often ex¬ 
tremely violent, anti-government 
protests since November by the 
yellow vest movement seeking 
more economic and social jus¬ 
tice. It does not single out any one 
reason. 

“Given the situation today, 2019 


could be the worst in the last 30 
years,” said Denis Jacob, head 
of the Alternative Police CFDT 
union. 

A Senate report last year said 
the French police suicide rate 
was 36% higher than the rate for 
France’s general population, but 
also uncovered no single reason 
behind the suicides. 

“We don’t have an understand¬ 
ing” of why, Interior Minister 
Christophe Castaner conceded in 
April. 


Wildfire forces 2K to 
evacuate Canary Islands 

MADRID — Authorities on 
Spain’s Canary Islands said about 
2,000 people have been evacuated 
due to a wildfire that has ravaged 
more than 1,235 acres since it 
broke out less than 24 hours ago. 

At least 250 firefighters, nine 
helicopters and two planes were 
working Sunday to tackle the 
flames near the town of Val- 
leseco, on Gran Canaria island in 
the Atlantic Ocean archipelago, 
the provincial government said in 
tweets. 

Officials said the blaze “has 
great potential” to spread and 
have ordered evacuations in at 
least six towns. 

The island suffered another 
ravaging fire last week. 

Mudslide in Kashmir 
kills 7 family members 

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan 
— Pakistani police said a mud¬ 
slide after heavy rains killed 
seven members of a single family, 
including five children, in Paki¬ 
stani-administered Kashmir. 

Police official Raja Zulqarnain 
said on Sunday that the seven 
died when their house collapsed 
the previous day in the village of 
Ajeera. Two other village homes 
were damaged. The village lies 
near the militarized Line of Con¬ 
trol in the district of Rawla Kot. 

Zulqarnai said rescue teams, 
with the help of villagers, re¬ 
trieved the bodies of those killed. 

Sudanese protesters 
sign deal with army 

CAIRO — Sudan’s pro-de¬ 
mocracy movement and ruling 
military council signed a final 
power-sharing agreement Satur¬ 
day at a ceremony in the capital, 
Khartoum, after weeks of tortu¬ 
ous negotiations. 

The historic deal paves the way 
for a transition to a civilian-led 
government after the military 
overthrow of President Omar al- 
Bashir months ago and the more 
recent deadly suppression of 
protests. 

Earlier this month, the two 
sides initialed a constitutional 
document in the wake of interna¬ 
tional pressure and amid growing 
concerns that the political crisis 
that followed al-Bashir’s ouster 
could ignite civil war. 

Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan, 
head of the military council, 
called the signing a “victorious 
and historic day for our nation.” 

Plane lands on Croatian 
highway in emergency 

ZAGREB, Croatia — A small 
plane made an emergency land¬ 
ing Saturday on a main highway 
in Croatia after its engine failed, 
surprising drivers but causing no 
injuries. 

The incident happened on the 
highway connecting the capital, 
Zagreb, with the northern Adri¬ 
atic port of Rijeka. It is one of the 
main roads in the country and is 
usually crowded during the tour¬ 
ist season and on weekends. 

Local firefighters cited a “tech¬ 
nical malfunction” on the plane 
as the reason for the landing. 

From The Associated Press 
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Iceland curfews, hangouts cut teen drinking 


By Egill Bjarnason 

Associated. Press 

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — The 
clock strikes 10 p.m. on a Friday 
when the “Parent Patrol” enters a 
popular playground in suburban 
Reykjavik. The teens turn down 
the music and reach for their 
phones to check the time: It’s tick¬ 
ing into curfew. 

Every weekend, parents all over 
the Icelandic capital embark on a 
two-hour evening walk around 
their neighborhood, checking on 
youth hangouts. 

The walk is one step toward 
Iceland’s success into turning 
around a crisis in teenage drink¬ 
ing. Focusing on local participa¬ 
tion and promoting more music 
and sports options for students, 
the island nation in the North 
Atlantic has dried up a teenage 
culture of drinking and smok¬ 
ing. Icelandic teens now have one 
of the lowest rates of substance 
abuse in Europe. 

Other countries are taking no¬ 
tice. The Icelandic Centre for So¬ 
cial Research and Analysis, the 
institute pioneering the project 
for the past two decades, says it 
currently advises 100 communi¬ 
ties in 23 countries, from Finland 
to Chile, on cutting teen substance 
abuse. 

“The key to success is to create 
healthy communities and by that 
get healthy individuals,” said Inga 
Dora Sigfusdottir, a sociology pro¬ 
fessor who founded the “Youth of 
Iceland” program, which now has 
rebranded as “Planet Youth.” 

The secret, she says, is to keep 
young people busy and parents 
engaged without talking much 
about drugs or alcohol. 

That stands in sharp contrast to 
other anti-abuse programs, which 
try to sway teenagers with school 
lectures and scary, disgusting ads 
showing smokers’ rotten lungs or 
eggs in a frying pan to represent 
an intoxicated brain. 

“Telling teenagers not to use 
drugs can backlash and actually 
get them curious to try them,” 
Sigfusdottir said. 

In 1999, when thousands of 
teenagers would gather in down¬ 
town Reykjavik every weekend, 
surveys showed 56% of Icelandic 
16-year-olds drank alcohol and 
about as many had tried smok¬ 
ing. Years later, Iceland has the 
lowest rates for drinking and 
smoking among the 35 countries 
measured in the 2015 European 
School Survey Project on Alcohol 
and Other Drugs. 

On average, 80% of European 
16-year-olds have tasted alcohol 
at least once, compared with 35% 
in Iceland, the only country where 
more than half of those students 
completely abstains from alco¬ 
hol. Denmark — another wealthy 
Nordic country — has the highest 
rates of teen drinking, along with 
Greece, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic, where 92% to 96% have 
consumed alcohol. 

In the U.S., teen drinking is a 
significant health concern, be¬ 
cause many U.S. teens are driv¬ 
ing cars and don’t have access to 
good public transportation like 



Photos by Egill Bjarnason/AP 


Teenagers hang out at the Tjornin youth center in Reykjavik, Iceland. The island nation turned around a crisis of youth drinking by offering 
more music and sports options for students. 


teens in Europe. The U.S. Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control reports 
that while U.S. high school drink¬ 
ing has declined substantially in 
the last 20 years to 32.8% in 2015, 
17.7% of U.S. high school students 
still binge drink at least once a 
month. The CDC also reports that 
excessive drinking accounts for 
around 4,300 deaths a year in the 
U.S. among people under 21. 

Reykjavik Mayor Dagur B. Eg- 
gertsson said the Icelandic plan 
“is all about society giving better 
options” for teens than substance 
abuse. He believes the wide va¬ 
riety of opportunities that now 
keep students busy and inspired 
has dramatically altered the 
country’s youth culture. 

Yet better options cost money. 
Local municipalities like Reyk¬ 
javik have invested in sport halls, 
music schools and youth centers. 
To make the programs widely 
available, parents are offered 
a $500 annual voucher toward 
sports or music programs for 
their children. 

As a teen, Eggertsson remem¬ 
bers taking the bus downtown 
on weekend nights to wander the 
streets of Reykjavik “without re¬ 
ally going anywhere.” 

“I remember watching a friend 
puke behind a police station and 
fishing another one from the 
harbor after falling in,” the 46- 
year-old father of four told The 
Associated Press. “What was so¬ 
cially acceptable then would now 
be a scandalous headline in the 
paper.” 


Today’s news articles about 
teenagers have a different tone: 
Anxiety and symptoms of depres¬ 
sion have never been higher, par¬ 
ticularly among girls, where the 
rate has doubled in the past ten 
years. Vaping has replaced tobac¬ 
co use, with about 40% of Icelan¬ 
dic 16-year-olds having tried the 
electronic cigarettes. 

Researchers say the “Plan¬ 
et Youth” prevention model is 
evolving constantly because it is 
based on annual surveys to de¬ 
tect trends and measure policy 
effectiveness. 

The group of parents patrol¬ 
ling the Korar neighborhood — a 
lawyer, an advertising agent and 
a diplomat, among others — walk 
across empty parking lots to pass 
by known teenage hangouts. 

By law — introduced when Ice¬ 
landic police routinely dealt with 
alcohol-fueled street gatherings 
— children under 12 are not al¬ 
lowed to be outside after 8 p.m. 
without parents and those 13 to 
16 not past 10 p.m. Over summer, 
when school is out, the curfew is 
extended by two hours. 

“We tell the kids if they are 
out too late, polite and nice, and 
then they go home,” said Heidar 
Atlason, a veteran member of the 
patrol. 

Over Iceland’s harsh winter, 
the one parent admits, evenings 
sometimes pass without running 
into any students. Modern teens 
meet online rather than outside. 




Above: A group 
who are part of the 
“Parent Patrol” 
in the Korar 
neighborhood check 
out usual youth 
hangout spots on 
June 15. 

Left: Karen 
Guttensen and 
Ingvar Ingolfsson, 
right, both 14 
years old, outside 
the Tjornin youth 
center on May 13 
on a bright summer 
night. 
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Climate change still threatens 
key US river after wet winter 



Richard Vogel/AP 


The water level of the Colorado River can be seen from the Hoover 
Dam, Ariz., in March. 


By Felicia Fonseca 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Snow 
piled up in the mountains across 
the U.S. West last winter, leav¬ 
ing enough to thrill skiers into 
the summer, swelling rivers 
and streams when it melted and 
largely making wildfire restric¬ 
tions unnecessary. But the wet 
weather can be misleading. 

Climate change means the 
region is still getting drier and 
hotter. 

“It only demonstrates the wide 
swings we have to manage going 
forward,” James Eklund, former 
director of the Upper Colorado 
River Commission, an interstate 
agency that ensures river water 
is doled out properly, said earlier 
this year. “You can put an ice cube 
— even an excellent ice cube — in 
a cup of hot coffee, but eventually 
it’s going to disappear.” 

For the seven states relying on 
the Colorado River, which car¬ 
ries melted snow from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Gulf of Cali¬ 
fornia, that means a future with 
increasingly less water for farms 
and cities. 

Climate scientists say it’s hard 
to predict how much less. The 
river supplies 40 million people 
in Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming, as well as a $5 billion- 
a-year agricultural industry. 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclama¬ 


tion said Thursday that Lake 
Mead, a key reservoir on the 
Colorado River, has enough water 
to avoid mandatory cuts to users 
next year. But it will still be low 
enough that Nevada, Arizona and 
Mexico will make voluntary re¬ 
ductions, which they agreed to 
earlier this year under a drought 
contingency plan. 

Here is a look at the Colorado 
River amid climate change: 

■ Colorado River flow: Much 
of the water in the Colorado River 
and its tributaries originates as 
snow. As temperatures rise and 
demand grows, the water supply 
declines. Even if more snow and 
rain fell, it wouldn’t necessarily 
all end up in the river. Plants will 
suck up more water, and it will 
evaporate quicker. 

Brad Udall, a water and climate 
research scientist at Colorado 
State University, said the river’s 
flow could decrease even further, 
to 20% by 2050 and 35% by 2100. 

“On any given day, it’s hotter, 
we have more days for a growing 
season to occur, we have a thirst¬ 
ier atmosphere,” he said. “When 
you put all those things together, 
you lose flow in the river.” 

■ Climate change: Climate 
change doesn’t mean the Ameri¬ 
can West will be hot and dry all 
the time. Extreme swings in 
weather are expected as part 
of a changing climate — some¬ 
thing Udall has called “weather 
whiplash.” 


The Southwest got a reprieve 
this year with average and above- 
average snowfall following a 
year that sent many states into 
extreme drought. Nearly empty 
reservoirs quickly rose, including 
Lake Mead and Lake Powell — 
the largest man-made reservoirs 
in the country that hold Colorado 
River water. 

The lakes still are far below 
capacity, steadily declining since 
2000 with a bigger spike after 
winter 2011. 

A wet year interrupting years 
of dryness isn’t uncommon. 

“We’re very thankful for this 
gain in wet hydrology and stor¬ 
age in the reservoirs that hap¬ 
pened this year, but we know we 
can lose it just as fast,” said Carly 
Jerla, with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

■ Drought: Many states de¬ 
clared an end to short-term 
drought this year, based on the 
U.S. Drought Monitor, which 
looks at land conditions. 

The map is produced by the Na¬ 
tional Drought Migration Center, 
the U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

But not all agencies use the 
same indicators for drought. 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclama¬ 
tion uses Lake Mead on the Ne- 
vada-Arizona border and Lake 
Powell on the Arizona-Utah bor¬ 
der. The reservoirs were nearly 
full in 1999 before the agency 


declared a drought the following 
year that hasn’t let up. As of Aug. 
12, Lake Powell was 57% full and 
Lake Mead was 39% full. 

Jerla said the bureau won’t say 
the drought is over until those 
reservoirs fill completely, which 
won’t happen without consecu¬ 
tive years of wet weather. 

■ Protecting the river: The 
seven states that rely on the Colo¬ 
rado River signed a plan earlier 
this year to protect the waterway 
from climate change and keep 
Lake Mead and Lake Powell 
fuller. 

The drought contingency plan 
is meant to keep the reservoirs 
from dropping so low that they 
cannot deliver water or produce 
hydropower amid prolonged 
drought and climate change. 

In a Bureau of Reclamation 


report released Thursday, Lake 
Mead was projected to be slightly 
below 1,090 feet above sea level 
on Jan. 1. With the lake at that 
level, the drought contingency 
plan calls on Mexico to leave 3% 
of its normal share of water in the 
reservoir, the agency said. 

Arizona agreed to leave 7%, 
and Nevada 3% under the plan. 
But Nevada is already using less 
than its share and likely won’t feel 
much of an effect, said Terry Fulp 
of the Bureau of Reclamation. 

If Lake Mead drops to 1,075 
feet above sea level, Arizona and 
Nevada would face bigger, man¬ 
datory cuts. 

The drought contingency plan 
expires in 2026, and the states 
will begin negotiating new guide¬ 
lines next year. 


NASA scientists fly over Greenland to track melting ice 



Felipe Dana/AP 

A boat navigates at night between icebergs in eastern Greenland late Friday. 


By Seth Borenstein 

Associated Press 

ABOARD ANASA RESEARCH PLANE 
OVER GREENLAND — The fields of rip¬ 
pling ice 500 feet below the NASA plane 
give way to the blue-green of water dotted 
with irregular chunks of bleached-white 
ice, some the size of battleships, some as 
tall as 15-story buildings. 

Like nearly every other glacier on 
Greenland, the massive Kangerlussuaq is 
melting. In fact, the giant frozen island has 
seen one of its biggest melts on record this 
year. NASA scientist Josh Willis is now 
closely studying the phenomenon in hopes 
of figuring out precisely how global warm¬ 
ing is eating away at Greenland’s ice. 

Specifically, he wants to know whether 
the melting is being caused more by warm 
air or warm seawater. The answer could be 
crucial to Earth’s future. 

Water brings more heat to something 
frozen faster than air does, as anyone who 
has ever defrosted a steak under the faucet 
knows. 

If Willis’ theory that much of the dam¬ 
age is from the water turns out to be cor¬ 
rect, he said, “there’s a lot higher potential 
for Greenland to melt more quickly than 
we thought.” And that means seas rising 
faster and coastal communities being in¬ 
undated more. 

Greenland contains enough ice to make 
world sea levels rise by 20 feet if it were all 
to melt. In a single day this month, it lost a 
record 13.7 billion tons, by one estimate. 


“It’s a little scary,” Willis said as looked 
down on an area filled with more water 
than ice. “We’re definitely watching the ice 
sheet disappear in front of us.” 

Climate change is eating away at Green¬ 
land’s glaciers in two ways. The most obvi¬ 
ous way is from the warm air above, which 
has been brutal this summer, with a Euro¬ 
pean heat wave in July working like a hair 
dryer on the ice. The other way is from 
warm, salty water, some of it from North 
America’s Gulf Stream, nibbling at coastal 
glaciers from below. 

When University of Georgia ice scientist 
Tom Mote, who isn’t part of this project, 
started studying Greenland’s glaciers in 


the early 1990s, researchers really didn’t 
think the water was a big factor. 

Willis’ project — called Oceans Melting 
Greenland, or OMG — is showing that it 
is. Now the question is how much and how 
fast. 

What Willis is measuring is the water 
660 feet or more below the surface, which 
is warmer and saltier than the stuff that 
touches the air. It’s this deep water that 
does the major damage. 

To measure this, NASA is spending five 
years crisscrossing the island in a tricked- 
out, 77-year-old DC-3 built for World War 
II. Willis, project manager Ian McCubbin 
and mechanic Rich Gill drop long, cylin¬ 


drical probes through a special tube in 
the floor of the plane, watching as the sen¬ 
sors parachute down and then dive into the 
chilly water. 

McCubbin then waits for a tone on his 
computer that tells him the probe is un¬ 
derwater and measuring temperature and 
salinity. When all of the flight’s five probes 
start signaling — with a sound McCub¬ 
bin likens to “a fax machine or an AOL 
modem” — he and Willis high-five. 

Meanwhile, pilots Andy Ferguson and 
Don Watrous bank the plane toward the 
blue-green spots, looking for the next tar¬ 
get and pointing out stunning giant ice¬ 
bergs and signs of glacial retreat over the 
radio. 

As the data is radioed back from one 
$2,000 probe now deep in the water near 
Kangerlussuaq, in eastern Greenland, it 
initially looks like the temperature hasn’t 
changed much over the last year or two, 
which could be good news. But that’s just 
one data point. Each year for the past 
four years, NASA has been looking at all 
of Greenland, and the numbers overall 
haven’t been quite as comforting. 

If the water is playing a much bigger 
role than scientists thought, it could mean 
seas will be rising faster and higher than 
expected. That’s because 90% of the heat 
energy from climate change goes into the 
oceans, Willis said. Warm water provides 
“a bigger bang for the buck” than air when 
it comes to melting ice, Willis said. 
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Lighting the fire within 

Neon Dreamz pilot Patrick Grogan of North Carolina fires up his balloon at Simard-Payne Memorial Park in Lewiston, Maine, on Saturday, 
during the Great Falls Balloon Festival. 

THE CENSUS 

The percentage of people who said they had worn the same 
pair of underwear for two of more consecutive days, ac¬ 
cording to a survey by underwear maker Tommy John. The 

results were split fairly evenly between men and women. It 
also said that 46% of respondents kept their underwear for at 
least a year before replacing them. 



Thieves steal 90 panels 
from solar farm 

I Kl HENRYVILLE — A 
I Irl solar power generating 
farm in southern Indiana was 
disrupted when about 90 panels 
were stolen. 

Hoosier Energy said the theft 
from the Henryville Solar facil¬ 
ity in Clark County was spot¬ 
ted Wednesday and reported to 
police. 

The Bloomington-based com¬ 
pany said the stolen industrial 
panels have little resale value 
and aren’t useable for residential 
solar power. The solar farm near 
Louisville, Ky., has more than 
4,100 panels. The company said 
electricity to customers wasn’t 
disrupted. 

Company spokesman Greg 
Seiter said whoever stole the pan¬ 
els risked electrocution in the 
high-voltage area. 

Clark County Sheriff’s Col. 
Scottie Maples suspects mul¬ 
tiple people took part in stealing 
the equipment valued at about 
$ 20 , 000 . 

Man who let python 
escape misses hearing 

liflf MORGANTOWN — 
ft w The man accused of 
letting his 15-foot python escape 
into the woods outside Morgan¬ 
town did not show up for his ini¬ 
tial court date on Wednesday. 

The Dominion Post reported 
the judge scheduled another hear¬ 
ing for Shane Stevens in Septem¬ 
ber. He is charged with allowing 
an animal to run at large, which 
carries a $500 fine. 

Authorities said Stevens was 
transporting his pet snake in a 
truck on May 30 when it escaped 
its cage. 

A search party that included a 
drone aircraft couldn’t find the 
python and officials have since 
called off the hunt. Stevens told 
officers the snake is dangerous. 

Municipal Judge Stephen Hig¬ 
gins said on Wednesday if Ste¬ 
vens does not show up for his next 
hearing, a warrant will be issued 
for his arrest. 

Salmon cannon to offer 
upstream fish detour 

|Af A SPOKANE — A fish- 
ffM propelling tube could 
restore salmon populations to 
portions of a Washington river 
that has not seen the species in 90 
years. 

The Spokesman-Review report¬ 
ed Friday that if the salmon can¬ 
non is approved by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, it could re¬ 
store populations to native waters 
in the Upper Columbia. 

Officials said the system is 
expected to give fish a detour to 
avoid dams when traveling up¬ 
stream to reproduce. 

Wildlife experts said dams and 
other factors threaten salmon, 
and the cannon can serve as a safe 
alternative during the journey. 

Officials said Bellevue-based 
Whooshh Innovations created 
the tube that can cost up to $4 
million. Experts said the system 
does not cause harm to the fish 
and can redirect predatory and 
invasive species to other portions 
of the river. 


Crews reopen Denali 
park road, buses return 

AI C DENALI NATIONAL 
A%b\ PARK — Road crews 
have cleared one lane in Denali 
National Park and Preserve, and 
buses are beginning to return 
about 300 stranded tourists back 
to the park entrance. 

The tourists became stranded 
Friday after heavy rains trig¬ 
gered mudslides and caused 
excess water from a culvert to 
damage a road. 

Park spokesman Paul Ollig said 
that all the stranded passengers 
are expected back at the park en¬ 
trance Friday night, but he didn’t 
have an exact time of when they 
would arrive. 

Earlier Friday, Denali’s su¬ 
perintendent closed Denali Park 
Road to all traffic at mile 30. The 
road is the only one inside the 
vast park. 

Similar debris flows led to day¬ 
long traffic restrictions last week. 
Continued heavy rains since kept 
the road and surrounding tundra 
saturated with water. 

Also on Friday, the Alaska Rail¬ 
road said it has halted service 
north of the park due to the fail¬ 
ure of retaining wall caused by 
high water in the Nenana River. 

Passenger and freight service 
will be suspended through the 
area until late Monday at the 
earliest, the railroad said in a 
statement. 


Police: Food workers 
assaulted over mistake 

TN NASHVILLE — Au - 

I Iri thorities in Tennessee 
have arrested two people accused 
of assaulting McDonald’s workers 
over a mistake in their order. 

WKRN-TV reported 

Anntronette McGlowan and 
Quincy Owens were charged Fri¬ 
day in Nashville. 

A police report said McGlowan 
went through the drive-thru 
Tuesday and became upset when 
she didn’t get fries she ordered. 
The arrest affidavit said she 
parked her car and went inside 
with Owens. 

McGlowan is accused of jump¬ 
ing over the counter and repeat¬ 
edly hitting a juvenile worker. 
Owens is accused of pulling out 
a handgun and threatening the 
worker. Police said another em¬ 
ployee who tried to break up the 
fight was also assaulted. 

It’s unclear whether McGlowan 
or Owens have attorneys who 
could comment on their behalf. 


Police recover 60 guns 
during raid in Chicago 

■ ■ CHICAGO — Police of- 
IL ficials said they were 
acting on intelligence when they 
seized more than 60 guns from a 
home on the city’s West Side. 

Police Lt. Jeff Schaaf said Fri¬ 
day officers served a search war¬ 
rant late Thursday at the home in 
the Lawndale neighborhood. He 
said investigators believe the two 
people arrested during the raid 
were selling weapons out of the 
home. 

Schaff said among the weapons 
seized were handguns, semiau¬ 
tomatic handguns, AK-47s and 
revolvers. Officers also found “nu¬ 
merous” extended magazines. 

Authorities said a police tacti¬ 
cal team had the home under sur¬ 
veillance before the raid, in order 
to safely serve the warrant amid 
the firepower. Chicago police 
Capt. Gilbert Calderon said the 
department is talking with fed¬ 
eral prosecutors as well as local 
prosecutors about charges. 


Vacation home invaded 
by vomiting vultures 

P| WEST PALM BEACH 
r L — A New York couple’s 
Florida vacation home has been 
taken over by dozens of black vul¬ 
tures that are vomiting and def¬ 
ecating everywhere. 

The Palm Beach Post reported 
the Casimano family can’t even 
visit the $702,000 home they pur¬ 
chased earlier this year in the 
Ibis Golf and Country Club. 

Siobhan Casimano describes 
the smell as “like a thousand rot¬ 
ting corpses,” and said vultures 
have destroyed their screened en¬ 
closures, overtaken the pool and 
dented cars with their beaks. 

Sheriff: Misleading gas 
jug thwarts thieves 

|#Y KEAVY — Authori¬ 
al I ties said three thieves 
thought they were stealing gaso¬ 
line from a property for their 
broken down car until the car 
stopped working again. 

Laurel County Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice on Facebook said the three 
stole a 5-gallon gasoline jug from 
a garage for their car. Except 
there wasn’t gasoline in the jug. 
It was peroxide. News outlets 
report Latasha Bryant, Timothy 
Storms and Dustin Napier were 
arrested. 

From wire reports 



Russ Dillingham, (Lewiston, Maine) Sun Journal/AP 
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AP 


Eva Longoria is part of a group 
that published an open letter of 
solidarity to U.S. Latinos after 
the El Paso, Texas, shooting and 
the recent immigration raids. 

Coalition 
of Latinos 
pens ‘letter 
of solidarity’ 

Associated Press 


Q&A 

Tans are 
gonna like it, 
or they're not 



America Ferrera and Eva 
Longoria are leading a coali¬ 
tion of actors, writers and lead¬ 
ers in penning a public “letter of 
solidarity” to U.S. Latinos in the 
wake of the mass shooting in El 
Paso, Texas, and an immigration 
raid in Mississippi. 

The letter, published Aug. 16 
in The New York Times and in 
a handful of Spanish-language 
newspapers, says the signers 
stand with U.S. Latinos who may 
feel “terrified, heartbroken and 
defeated by the barrage of at¬ 
tacks.” It says such “indignities 
and cruelty” won’t diminish the 
contributions Latinos have made 
to the U.S., and urges Hispanics 
to keep standing up to bigotry. 

Latinos across the country 
have expressed anxiety after the 
El Paso shooting and another in 
Gilroy, Calif., claimed Hispanic 
victims. 

Other news 

■ Michael Madsen has plead¬ 
ed no contest to misdemeanor 
drunken driving after crashing 
his SUV into a pole in Malibu, 
Calif., in March. In an agreement 
with prosecutors, the “Reservoir 
Dogs” actor entered the plea to one 
count of driving with .08% blood 
alcohol content within 10 years of 
another DUI offense. He was sen¬ 
tenced Aug. 15 to four days in jail 
and five years’ probation. No one 
was injured when Madsen was 
driving a Toyota Land Rover that 
ran into a pole on March 24. Mad¬ 
sen, 61, is best known for playing 
gun-toting tough guys in the films 
of director Quentin Tarantino. 

■ Metallica said it donated 
$277,600 to support the construc¬ 
tion of Romania’s first pediatric 
oncology hospital. The heavy 
metal band, which is very popular 
in Romania, made the donation 
ahead of its sold-out show Aug. 
13 in Romania’s National Arena. 
The construction of the hospital 
began in 2018 and is expected to 
be completed in 2020. Few hospi¬ 
tals have been built in Romania 
since the 1989 fall of commu¬ 
nism, a situation most blame on 
endemic government corruption. 





Christopher Smith, Invision/AP 


Brian Austin Green and the other cast members of “BH90210” play exaggerated versions of themselves. 

Green says he would have skipped straight ‘90210’ reboot 


By Alicia Rancilio 

Associated Press 

B rian Austin Green says if Tori Spell¬ 
ing, Jennie Garth and the other cre¬ 
ators of “BH90210,” had approached 
him with a standard reboot of the 
’90s drama, he would’ve said no. 

“I played David Silver for 10 years and that 
was enough for me, and they told me this idea 
and I liked the fact that I could go back and 
play David sort of. But I could also play this 
new character that I created and got to have 
fun with,” Green said. 

In the six episodes of “BH90210,” the cast 
plays exaggerated versions of themselves as 
they come together to reboot “Beverly Hills, 
90210.” 

“I think the idea is amazing,” Green said. 
“I figured it would be fun and it was one of 
those things where either the fans are gonna 
like it, or they’re not. And we can’t make the 
show just based purely on what they want be¬ 
cause if all they want is a straight reboot, the 
cast isn’t gonna give them that.” 

Luke Perry, a member of the original cast, 
died in March after a massive stroke. 

In a recent interview, Green talked about 
reteaming with his co-stars after nearly two 
decades. 

AP: “BH90210” pokes fun at tabloid 
stories or stereotypes about your real lives 
— like Tori Spelling has debt issues and 
films multiple reality shows and Jennie 
Garth has had failed marriages. Did that 
appeal to you? 

Green: It was really important to come 


up with the right character stuff where we 
could do that. Like, for me, being married, 
obviously my wife (actress Megan Fox) and 
I have a lot of paparazzi stuff and tabloid 
stuff. So it was about for me coming up with 
a character where we could still have fun 
and people wouldn’t look at it and compare 
the two. They wouldn’t think like, ‘Oh, well is 
this something that Brian and Megan are re¬ 
ally dealing with?’ It gave us freedom to have 
fun and joke around and have fun with it, but 
I think everybody’s done a real good job of 
finding the things they think are funny and 
then finding the things that come from either 
real stories that they’ve had or things they’ve 
imagined could happen. 

What’s it like reuniting with these people 
professionally that you worked with from 
when you were age 17 to 27? 

We have an amazing sort of chemistry 
with each other because we’ve done the show 
for as long as we have, but at the same time 
we have sort of a new chemistry and a new 
bond that forms because we have so much 
more in common now than we did before. So, 
like Jay (Jason Priestly) and I can talk about 
being married and having kids and I can do 
that with a lot of the people and so you have 
the sort of memories of you jump right back 
in with like, oh this is what it was like to be 
around this person or that person. You have 
that, but you have so much more now to con¬ 
nect about than we did before. 

Shannen Doherty signed on to the show 
later than the rest of you. Are you glad she 
decided to join? 

“To me, the show only worked if it was 


the original cast doing it and she was a huge 
part in what made the show what it was and 
so was Luke (Perry). You know, I always 
had this hope of, I knew he was busy doing 
‘Riverdale’ and that he wasn’t gonna be able 
to sign on and do the reboot, but I always 
had in the back of my mind that he would be 
able to come and at least do one and I always 
hoped, if nothing else that it would work out 
that way with Shan (Doherty) too where she 
would come and do one or two. So, it was re¬ 
ally nice that she ended up signing on and 
doing all six. I think she was a big part of the 
show then and she’s a big part of the show 
now.” 

The first episode had a few moments 
that were tributes to Luke. Was it hard to 
decide how exactly to do that? 

Everyone mourns in their own way. Some 
people talk about it more than others, some 
people post about it, some people don’t. 
That’s such an individual process mourning 
the loss of somebody. How do you really deal 
with that on a television show? You can’t. You 
pay homage to it and you show respect for it 
in a way where you don’t feel you’re being 
disrespectful. It’s something where we as a 
cast and as a people, we toed that line very 
carefully. It’s a really fine line for us. 

And it must be very strange to mourn 
with the world watching. 

The public eye has changed so much. Back 
when we did the show, there was no social 
media so the world has changed, the climate 
has changed. It’s weird to update the mourn¬ 
ing for the climate that exists now. 
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OPINION 

Payday lenders still getting favorable terms 


By David Lazarus 
Los Angeles Times 

omething very important, affecting 
millions of consumers, won’t hap¬ 
pen Monday. 

That’s when new protections 
from abusive payday and car-title lenders 
were set to take effect, requiring the firms 
to make sure borrowers can pay back their 
obligations in a reasonable amount of time 
and don’t become mired in debt. 

However, the Trump administration is 
delaying this perfectly reasonable safe¬ 
guard for another 15 months, and already 
has declared its intention to do away with 
the rules entirely amid concern they’re too 
troublesome for lenders. 

This is the latest example of President 
Donald Trump undermining or eliminat¬ 
ing consumer-friendly policies initiated 
by his predecessor, Barack Obama, for no 
better reason than because industry play¬ 
ers demanded a lighter touch. 

“Despite years of evidence about the 
harms of payday and car-title loans, the 
new leadership at the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau has decided to favor the 
lenders,” said Lauren Saunders, associate 
director of the National Consumer Law 
Center. 

“They don’t care that these loans result 
in people getting caught in debt traps that 
can last for months and months,” she told 
me. 

The CFPB passed the new rules in 2017 
and gave the $50-billion short-term loan 
industry nearly two years to prepare for 
the changes. 

“Too often, borrowers who need quick 
cash end up trapped in loans they can’t 
afford,” former bureau Director Richard 
Cordray, an Obama appointee, said at the 
time. “The rules’ common sense ability- 
to-repay protections prevent lenders from 
succeeding by setting up borrowers to 
fail.” 

Let’s say you borrow $400. You’d be ob¬ 
ligated to repay the loan within two weeks, 
plus $60 in interest and fees — the equiva¬ 
lent of an annual percentage rate of more 
than 300%. 

If the loan can’t be repaid — and all too 
often it can’t for people living paycheck 
to paycheck — your obligation would get 
rolled over into a new loan, resulting in an 
ongoing burden of high-interest debt. 

In a 2014 report, the CFPB found that 


over 80% of payday loans ended up being 
rolled over into new loans or followed with¬ 
in days by a new loan. Half of all payday 
loans resulted in 10 additional loans to pay 
off the original debt. 

Car-title loans can be even more trouble¬ 
some. Like payday loans, they’re a way to 
get fast cash when needed. Unlike payday 
loans, you’re putting up your vehicle as 
collateral. Not only do title loans come with 
exorbitant interest rates, but if you fall be¬ 
hind on payments, you can lose your car. 

Rebecca Borne, senior policy counsel 
with the Center for Responsible Lending, 
said about 20% of car-title loan recipients 
end up having their vehicles taken and sold 
off by lenders. 

“It’s just shocking,” she said. “These 
loans have a truly crushing impact on so 
many families.” 

Things were supposed to improve as 
of Monday. Under the new rules, lenders 
would have to conduct a “full-payment 
test” — meaning they’d have to determine 
up front that a borrower has the financial 
means to repay the loan without taking 
out another loan. Moreover, if a borrower 
takes out three payday loans in “quick suc¬ 
cession,” lenders would have to cut them 
off for 30 days. Lenders also would be 
prohibited from placing borrowers in debt 
for more than 90 days in any 12-month 
period. 

“Requiring affordable loans that a bor¬ 
rower can pay back without taking out an¬ 
other loan would have protected millions 
of people who are typically caught by lend¬ 
ers in high-cost debt traps,” said Christine 
Hines, legislative director for the National 
Association of Consumer Advocates. 

“The new CFPB leadership does not 
want to give the rules a chance to work,” 
she said. 

The short-term loan industry went into 
Chicken Little mode as soon as the new 
rules were announced a few years ago, 
arguing that the requirements would put 
thousands of lenders out of business. 

That means, of course, the industry was 
acknowledging its business model depends 
on ensnaring consumers in endless debt. 
In a normal world, that would be suffi¬ 
cient justification to proceed with the new 
protections. 

But we are not in a normal world. To 
Trump, the industry’s complaints were a 
sure sign of government overreach. His 
newly business-friendly CFPB announced 


earlier this year that requiring short-term 
lenders to perform due diligence on bor¬ 
rowers “would impose substantial burdens 
on industry” and make it harder for people 
to access credit. 

To be sure, it’s important that people 
have access to emergency funds in a pinch. 
Banks, credit unions, government agen¬ 
cies — each can play a role in addressing 
such needs. 

Payday and car-title loans are not that fi¬ 
nancial safety net. They’re black holes that 
can pull in the desperate or unwary, then 
bleed them of all available resources. 

The Community Financial Services As¬ 
sociation of America, a trade group rep¬ 
resenting short-term lenders, told me in 
a statement that it’s pleased to see a halt 
to the CFPB’s “flawed” and “misguided” 
regulation. 

“The bureau’s rule ... was crafted on a 
pre-determined, partisan agenda,” it said, 
adding that the CFPB “failed to demon¬ 
strate consumer harm from small-dollar 
loans, ignored unbiased research and data, 
and relied on flawed information to sup¬ 
port its rulemaking.” 

Which is true, if you disregard those 
pesky facts about people being stuck for 
months or even years paying back a loan, 
or losing their car because the interest 
rates were so high. 

Several years ago, Congress had to 
pass a law capping interest rates on loans 
charged to members of the military. It 
makes you wonder why civilians should be 
treated differently. 

It also makes you wonder why short-term 
lenders currently enjoy so much influence 
in Washington. 

In 2016, the year Trump was elected 
president, payday lenders contributed $2.8 
million to political causes, according to 
the Center for Responsive Politics. Of that 
total, 81% went to Republicans. 

In the 2018 election cycle, payday lend¬ 
ers contributed $2.5 million. Eighty-nine 
percent went to Republicans. 

Last year, the payday lending industry 
for the first time held its annual conven¬ 
tion at the Trump National Doral Miami 
resort. 

Payday lenders returned to the Trump- 
owned hotel for this year’s event. There 
was much to celebrate. 

David Lazarus is a Los Angeles Times business 
and consumer columnist. 



Attend to solutions so babies aren’t left in hot cars 


A Washington Post editorial 

Y ou’re a single working parent, or 
a stay-at-home dad, or a grand¬ 
mother assigned to babysit for 
the day. You’re absent-minded or 
type-A, rich or poor or somewhere in be¬ 
tween. Regardless of wealth, gender, age, 
occupation, ethnicity or any other demo¬ 
graphic marker, it could be you. Though 
you don’t believe so, until it’s too late. 

It’s easy to watch the news and be cer¬ 
tain that only an utterly heartless, totally 
incompetent parent could unintentionally 
leave a child in a car on a warm morning. 
But memory is fickle, and the neurological 
lapse that can cause a caregiver to forget 
about a child in the back seat of a vehicle is 
indiscriminate. To entertain this delusion 
is to hide from the facts: Eight-hundred 
and twenty-nine children have died in hot 
cars from 1998 to 2019, and more than half 
of those deaths have been accidental, ac¬ 
cording to the National Safety Council. A 
change in routine, a particularly stressful 
morning or even a distracting phone call 
can lead to this fatal slip. In the caregiver’s 
mind, the child is happy and taken care of, 


safely dropped off at day care or wherever 
else they might normally be. 

Last month in New York, Juan Rodri¬ 
guez, a father of four, dropped off his twin 
babies at day care and drove to his eight- 
hour shift at a hospital in the Bronx. Like 
so many other devastated parents, he re¬ 
alized only after work that his overworked 
brain had imagined the drop-off. In the 
meantime, his youngest two children died 
in the back seat of his car, still buckled 
into their car seats. Since that day, nine 
other children have died from heat-related 
causes in the back seats of cars, bringing 
this year’s total to more than 30. 

This is not a new problem, and people 
have been pushing for technological so¬ 
lutions since at least 2000, when NASA 
designed a weight-based alert system con¬ 
nected to a keychain alarm. Automakers 
Hyundai and Kia have integrated motion 
sensors into their vehicles’ second and third 
rows to detect children and pets. Lawmak¬ 
ers have proposed bills, most recently the 
bipartisan Hot Cars Act of 2019, to require 
built-in auditory alert systems. Smaller in¬ 
novations, such as car-seat weight sensors 


and “smart” clip-on systems, also could 
help. 

All of these solutions have struggled 
to gain footing, in part, because no par¬ 
ent believes he or she will make this fatal 
mistake. Acknowledgment and acceptance 
of the risk would go a long way toward re¬ 
ducing the number of these tragic occur¬ 
rences. But car companies shouldn’t wait 
to implement lifesaving technology. Com¬ 
panies and caregivers alike need to accept 
the reality of this problem: This is an ac¬ 
cident that nobody is immune to. Just as 
child-proofing your house does not suggest 
you might one day drop or hurt your baby, 
adding safety measures to your vehicle 
and baby carriers does not mean you are 
a negligent parent. In fact, it suggests the 
opposite. 

Because a child’s body heats up faster 
than an adult’s and because cars trap heat, 
even mildly warm days can create life- 
threatening situations for children left un¬ 
attended. As the effects of extreme climate 
change worsen and heat waves continue, 
addressing this is more important than 
ever. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Worried about a recession? 
Protect yourself, don’t panic 


I definitely think that it has been long 
enough (since the last recession) that there 
are plenty of people who ... have forgotten 
some of the lessons we have learned in the 
past decade, f 

Lauren Anastasio 

financial planner at SoFi 


By Sarah Skidmore Sell 

Associated. Press 

If the threat of a recession gives 
you pause when it comes to your 
personal finances, remember now 
is a time to prepare, not panic. 

Worries about the economy 
increased last week when a fair¬ 
ly reliable recession warning 
emerged from the bond market. 
But without a crystal ball, it re¬ 
mains unclear when a recession 
might hit. Still, financial experts 
say people should consider taking 
certain steps that are beneficial in 
any economy but would aid house¬ 
holds greatly in a downturn. 

■ Don’t panic. The long-stand¬ 
ing advice remains — do not panic 
and stay the course on your finan¬ 
cial plan. 

It is sage advice, said Dan 
Ready, chief financial planning 
strategist at TIAA, but it also goes 
against the grain for many people. 
“It’s hard just to do nothing,” he 
said. “The best investment strat¬ 
egy is a long-term one. If you buy 
and sell your investments fre¬ 
quently, you’ll more likely than 
not to buy and sell based on emo¬ 
tion — panic or excitement.” 

If you simply cannot sit still, 
use this pressure as an impetus 
to check your plan. Are your goals 
the same? Are your investments 
allocated where you want them? It 
makes sense to periodically rebal¬ 
ance your portfolio to ensure your 
investments have not become too 
heavily weighted in one segment 
or another, particularly after a 
long stock market run-up like the 
one in recent years. 

Say, for example, you started 
with 60% of your nest egg in stocks 
and 40% in bonds. The stock por¬ 


tion could have easily jumped 
to 70% thanks to strong gains in 
the technology sector. Whatever 
the portion of your portfolio is in 
stocks, remember that it can lose 
10% or 20% of its value regularly 
as recessions come and go. 

While it may be difficult, fight 
the urge to readjust your port¬ 
folio solely based on market 
conditions. 

Try not to get too tied up in the 
ups and downs of the stock market 
too. Even those without money in 
the market — about half of all U.S. 
households—might be tempted to 
see the market’s move as a sign of 
the times even though it can have 
little impact on their direct finan¬ 
cial wealth. 

And remember a recession is 
a natural part of a market cycle, 
said Lauren Anastasio, a certified 
financial planner at SoFi. 

“The advice is don’t panic,” 
Anastasio said. “But that doesn’t 
meant there aren’t steps to be 
prepared for whatever is going to 
come.” 

■ Save up. One of the smart¬ 
est moves anyone can make is 
to build up an emergency fund. 
These are a great idea at any time 
to help weather unexpected ex¬ 
penses, but can become critical in 


a downturn. 

A recession typically comes 
with job losses, and an emergency 
fund can be a lifeline for many 
families. Even those with good job 
security should take heed as ev¬ 
eryone can feel an income pinch 
during a recession, as companies 
might eliminate bonuses, reduce 
overtime or slow pay increases, 
Anastasio noted. 

Experts recommend having 
enough set aside to cover any¬ 
where from three months to nine 
months of basic expenses. But 
nearly four in 10 Americans say 
they are not confident they would 
be able to pay an emergency ex¬ 
pense of $1,000, according to a 
recent survey by The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. 

So, set aside whatever money 
you can and keep it in an account 
you can readily access. Even in 
this low interest rate environ¬ 
ment, there are some savings ac¬ 
counts earning near or above 2%. 

■ Pay off debt. It is important 
to pay off any high-interest debts, 
such as credit card balances. 

Americans dramatically re¬ 
duced their debts after the last 
recession, but those debt levels 
creeped back up. This can be 



Richard Vogel/AP 

Shoppers ride an escalator inside the Glendale Galleria in Glendale, 
Calif. If you’re worried about a recession, financial experts say there 
are steps you can take to brace yourself for any downturn ahead. 


costly as the average interest rate 
on a credit card is 17.82%, accord¬ 
ing to Bankrate. It hit a record at 
17.86% last month. 

Paying down those debts will 
not only reduce the amount paid 
over time, it also frees up avail¬ 
able credit that may be needed in 
a pinch ahead. That is important 
as banks tend to tighten lending 
during recessionary periods, so 
it could be harder to get a loan or 
line of credit. 

■ Make good choices. It should 
go without saying, but be judicious 
about big financial decisions. 

Consider holding off on any big 
purchases like a car or home re¬ 
modeling if it is a stretch, Anasta¬ 
sio suggested. If you are going to 
need cash in the next few years 

— say for the birth of a child, a 
sabbatical or a return to school 

— make sure you have that avail¬ 
able and not tied up in something 
that may lose value. 

“I definitely think that it has 
been long enough (since the last 
recession) that there are plenty of 
people who have gotten comfort¬ 
able with the period of growth 
and expansion and have forgot¬ 
ten some of the lessons we have 
learned in the past decade,” she 
said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 19). 

Dollar buys (Aug. 19). 

British pound (Aug. 19). 

Japanese yen (Aug. 19). 

South Korean won (Aug. 19)... 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar).. 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) . 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso) .... 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 
Singapore (Dollar) ... 

South Korea (Won) . 
Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira) 


...$1.1377 

.€0.879 

.$1.25 

.104.00 

..1,184.00 

.0.3770 

.$1.2160 

.1.3305 

.7.0413 

.6.7329 

.16.5807 

$1.1076/0.9028 

.7.8425 

.293.51 

.3.5457 

.106.22 

.0.3043 

.9.0137 

.52.41 

.3.92 

.3.7502 

.1.3866 

.1208.67 

.0.9795 

.30.93 

...5.5755 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Taj Mahal city 
5 Media mogul 
Turner 

8 Did the crawl 


DOWN 

1 Fireplace 
residue 

2 4, on a phone 

3 Knock 


25 Basketball 
maneuver 

26 Pundit’s piece 

27 Crystal-tapping 
sound 



Hi mrg. cam. ms- 

LEMONT BROWN, YOUR 
PUPIL FROM BALPWIN 
KINPERGARTEN, 


I'M WRITING MY MEMOIR, 
AMP I'M HOPING YOU CAN 
CHECK YOUR RECORPS ANP 
CONFIRM THAT I'M REMEM¬ 
BERING AN INCIPENT FROM 
BACK THEN CORRECTLY. 





12 Chinese city 

14 Carton sealer 

15 Trendy types 

16 “Born Free” 
lioness 

17 Triumphed 

18 Hauled (away) 

20 Ceremonies 

23 Dossier 

24 “Believe — not!” 

25 Angler’s wear 

28 TiVo precursor 

29 Workshop array 

30 Slapstick missile 
32 Pelvis part 

34 Penny 

35 “May I — favor?” 

36 Sill 

37 Bacon pieces 

40 Sushi fish 

41 Persia, today 

42 On-the-go 
beverage holder 

47 Loony 

48 Evenly matched 

49 911 responders 

50 Menlo Park 
monogram 

51 Trudge 


4 Retort 

5 Subsequently 

6 Listener 

7 Acolyte 

8 Sound system 

9 Mr. Disney 

10 Church area 

11 Hoover Dam lake 
13 Classic Pontiacs 

19 Priests’ garments 

20 Body of water 
(Abbr.) 

21 Craving 

22 Actress Spelling 


29 Recipe meas. 

31 Tours season 

33 Emulates Monet 

34 Orchestral 
instruments 

36 Departed 

37 Faction 

38 Streetcar 

39 Huck’s transport 

40 Duel tool 
43— pickle 
44 “You’ve got 

mail” co. 

45—-Cat 
46 Beer barrel 


23 “Shrek” princess 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-19 CRYPTOQUIP 

SNWRAQRKO VWNWRJ 
VHTORPTPTC VGETAK KGRXWB 
JPAW KIRJJ KPTC JW-IRKOWB 


KRPJSHROK: QNEPO KJHHXK. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF THE EIGHTEENTH 
GREEK LETTER HAD TO BE WORN AS A MARK 
OF SHAME, IT WOULD BE A SIGMA STIGMA. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Want a better picture? 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


Some of the latest Scam 

0 Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



Free Europe-wide delivery 

a 



You’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 11 

military news coverage. I STARSlQfSTRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad \ \ 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Golf 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Auto racing 

1 

Deals 


Baseball 


Little League World Series 
At South Williamsport, Pa. 

UNITED STATES 

NEW ENGLAND: Barrington (R.I.); MID- 
ATLANTIC: Elizabeth (N.J.); SOUTHEAST: 
South Riding (Va.); GREAT LAKES: Bowl¬ 
ing Green (Ky.); MIDWEST: Coon Rapids 
(Minn.); SOUTHWEST: River Ridge (La.); 
NORTHWEST: Salem (Ore.); WEST: Wai- 
luku (Hawaii). 

INTERNATIONAL 

ASIA/PACIFIC: South Chungcheong 
(South Korea); AUSTRALIA: Sydney; 
CANADA: Coquitlam (British Columbia); 
CARIBBEAN: Willemstad (Curacao); EU¬ 
ROPE/AFRICA: Bologna (Italy); JAPAN: 
Chofu City; LATIN AMERICA: Maracaibo 
(Venezuela); MEXICO, Guadalupe 
Double Elimination 
Thursday, Aug. 15 

Willemstad (Curacao) 11, Sydney 
(Australia) 0,4 innings 

Friday, Aug. 16 

South Riding (Va.) 3, Barrington (R.l.) 

0 

South Chungcheong (South Korea) 10, 
Maracaibo (Venezuela) 3 

Coon Rapids (Minn.) 2, Bowling Green 
(Ky.) 1 

Chofu City (Japan) 20, Bologna (Italy) 
0, 5 innings 

Wailuku (Hawaii) 5, River Ridge (La.) 2 
Guadalupe (Mexico) 5, Coquitlam 
(British Columbia) 0 

Elizabeth (N.J.), 6, Salem (Ore.) 2 

Saturday, Aug. 17 

Maracaibo (Venezuela) 2, Sydney 
(Australia) 0, Sydney eliminated 

Barrington (R.l.) 6, Bowling Green (Ky.) 
1, Bowling Green eliminated 

Coquitlam (British Columbia) 10, Bolo¬ 
gna (Italy) 0, 4 innings 

River Ridge (La.) 3, Salem (Ore.) 2 
Sunday, Aug. 18 

South Chungcheong (South Korea) 4, 
Willemstad (Curacao) 0 

South Riding (Va.) 11, Coon Rapids 
(Minn.) 0 

Game 15: Chofu City (Japan) vs. Gua¬ 
dalupe (Mexico) 

Game 16: Wailuku (Hawaii) vs. Eliza¬ 
beth (N.J.) 

Monday, Aug. 19 

Game A: Sydney (Australia) vs. Bowl¬ 
ing Green (Ky.) 

Game 17: Maracaibo (Venezuela) vs. 
Game 15 loser 

Game 18: Barrington (R.l.) vs. Game 16 

Game 19: Coquitlam (British Colum¬ 
bia), vs. Willemstad (Curacao) 

Game 20: River Ridge (La.) vs. Coon 
Rapids (Minn.) 

Tuesday, Aug. 20 
"-'—a (Italy) 


(Ore.) 




I: Bologna 
le 21: Game 17 winner vs. Game 19 
le 22: Game 18 winner vs. Game 20 


Game 23: South Chungcheong (South 
Korea) vs. Game 15 winner 

Game 24: South Riding (Va.) vs. Game 
16 winner 

Thursday, Aug. 22 

Game 25: Game 21 winner vs. Game 

Game 26: Game 22 winner vs. Game 
24 loser 

Saturday, Aug. 24 

Game 27: Game 23 winner vs. Game 25 
winner (International final) 

Game 28: Game 24 winner vs. Game 26 
winner (U.S. final) 

Sunday, Aug. 24 
Third Place 

Game 27 loser vs. Game 28 loser 

Championship 

Game 27 winner vs. Game 28 winner 


Western & Southern Open 

Saturday 

The Lindner Family Tennis Center 
Mason, Ohio 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Semifinals 

David Goffin (16), Belgium, def. Rich¬ 
ard Gasquet, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Daniil Medvedev (9), Russia def. Novak 
Djokovic (1), Serbia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Women 

Semifinals 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. Ash 
Barty (1), Australia, 6-2, 6-4 

Madison Keys (16), United States, def. 
Sofia Kenin, United States, 7-5,6-4. 

Doubles 

Women 

Final 

Lucie Hradecka, Czech Republic, and 
Andreja Klepac (8), Slovenia, def. Anna- 
Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and Demi 
Schuurs (5), Netherlands, 6-4, 6-1. 


BMW Championship 

PGA Tour 
Saturday 

Medinah Country Club (No. 3) 
Medinah, Illinois 

Yardage: 7,613: Par 72 
Third Round 

This 72 hole tournament will conclude 
Sunday. 

Justin Thomas 65-69-61-195 -21 

TonyFinau 67-66-68-201 -15 

Patrick Cantlay 66-67-68-201 -15 

Rory Sabbatini 67-68-67-202 -14 

JonRahm 68-69-66-203 -13 

Brandt Snedeker 66-71-67-204 -12 

Corey Conners 69-66-69-204 -12 

Lucas Glover 66-69-69-204 -12 

Rickie Fowler 67-70-68-205 -11 

Kevin Kisner 68-68-69-205 -11 

Xander Schauffele 67-68-70-205 -11 

Hideki Matsuyama 69-63-73-205 -11 

Joel Dahmen 66-71-69-206 -10 

Rory Mcllroy 69-67-70-206 -10 

Kevin Tway 69-67-70-206 -10 

Tommy Fleetwood 70-66-70-206 -10 

Adam Hadwin 67-68-71-206 -10 

Gary Woodland 70-73-64-207 -9 

Wyndham Clark 69-73-65-207 -9 

Paul Casey 70-70-67-207 -9 

Patrick Reed 68-71-68-207 -9 

Louis Oosthuizen 70-69-68-207 -9 

Adam Scott 67-71-69-207 -9 

J.T. Poston 68-74-66-208 -8 

Sungjae Im 70-72-66-208 -8 

Joaquin Niemann 74-65-69-208 -8 

C.T. Pan 71-67-70-208 -8 

Jason Kokrak 65-73-70-208 -8 

MaxHoma 70-67-71-208 -8 

Si Woo Kim 70-67-71-208 -8 

Webb Simpson 70-72-67-209 -7 

Tiger Woods 71-71-67-209 -7 

Abraham Ancer 68-72-69-209 -7 

Ryan Moore 71-69-69-209 -7 

Chez Reavie 67-68-74-209 -7 

Vaughn Taylor 73-70-67-210 -6 

Emiliano Grillo 72-70-68-210 -6 

Marc Leishman 72-71-67-210 -6 

Byeong Hun An 71-70-69-210 -6 

Jason Day 70-71-69-210 -6 

Scott Piercy 67-73-70-210 -6 

Ryan Palmer 68-72-70-210 -6 

Keegan Bradley 69-74-68-211 -5 

Jordan Spieth 70-71-70-211 -5 

Ian Poulter 70-70-71-211 -5 

Brooks Koepka 68-71-72-211 -5 

Phil Mickelson 70-73-69-212 -4 

Dylan Frittelli 72-69-71-212 -4 

Collin Morikawa 67-73-72-212 -4 

Charles Howell III 70-69-73-212 -4 

Keith Mitchell 72-74-67-213 -3 

Francesco Molinari 72-73-68-213 -3 

Billy Horschel 71-73-69-213 -3 

Bryson DeChambeau 71-71-71-213 -3 

Adam Long 72-70-71-213 -3 

Andrew Putnam 71-69-73-213 -3 

Jim Furyk 66-72-75-213 -3 

Shane Lowry 72-74-68-214 -2 

Dustin Johnson 70-72-72-214 -2 

Graeme McDowell 69-72-73-214 -2 

Justin Rose 68-73-73-214 -2 

Matt Kuchar 71-70-73-214 -2 

DICK’S Sporting Goods 

PGA Tour Champions 
Saturday 
At En Joie GC 
Endicott, N.Y. 

Purse: $2.05 million 

Yardage: 6,994; Par 72 (37-35) 
Second Round 

Suspended due to inclement weather 

This 54-hole tournament will conclude 
on Sunday 

Scott McCarron 69-66-135 -9 

Jay Haas 68-68-136 -8 

Paul Broadhurst 71-66-137 -7 

TimPetrovic 69-68-137 -7 

Paul Goydos 68-69-137 -7 

RetiefGoosen 72-66-138 -6 

Colin Montgomerie 70-68-138 -6 

Fred Couples 70-68-138 -6 

Bernhard Langer 68-70-138 -6 

Joe Durant 73-66-139 -5 

Tom Pernice Jr. 71-68-139 -5 

Davis Love III 68-71-139 -5 

Dudley Hart 74-66-140 -4 

Tom Gillis 70-70-140 -4 

Stephen Leaney 69-71-140 -4 

John Daly 71-70-141 -3 

Skip Kendall 71-70-141 -3 

KenTanigawa 70-71-141 -3 

Kenny Perry 68-73-141 -3 

Tommy Armour III 73-69-142 -2 

Wes Short, Jr. 72-70-142 -2 

Glen Day 71-71-142 -2 

Olin Browne 71-71-142 -2 

Joey Sindelar 70-72-142 -2 

Brian Cooper 70-72-142 -2 

Gibby Gilbert III 70-72-142 -2 

Gary Nicklaus 69-73-142 -2 

Doug Garwood 73-70-143 -1 

Billy Mayfair 72-71-143 -1 

Bob Estes 71-72-143 -1 

JeffMaggert 70-73-143 -1 

Esteban Toledo 70-73-143 -1 

JeffSIuman 73-71-144 E 

LeeJanzen 73-71-144 E 

Czech Masters 

European Tour 
Saturday 

Albatross Golf Resort 
Prague 

Yardage: 7,467; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Thomas Pieters, Belgium 67-67-66-200 

AdriArnaus, Spain 71-65-65-201 

Rikard Karlberg, Sweden 69-67-66-202 

Hugo Leon, Chile 66-69-67-202 

Robert Karlsson, Sweden 67-68-67-202 

Edoardo Molinari, Italy 66-66-70-202 

Erik van Rooyen, South Africa 65-72-66-203 

Kristoffer Reitan, Norway 66-71-66-203 

Jack Singh Brar, England 69-68-67-204 

Mikko Korhonen, Finland 70-67-67-204 

Liam Johnston, Scotland 67-69-68-204 

Sam Horsfield, England 69-66-69-204 

Matthias Schwab, Austria 70-65-69-204 


NFL preseason glance 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

New England 2 0 0 1.000 53 20 

Buffalo 2 0 0 1.000 51 30 

Miami 1 1 0 .500 48 43 

N.Y. Jets 1 1 0 .500 44 41 

South 

Tennessee 1 1 0 .500 44 32 

Houston 1 1 0 .500 56 51 

Jacksonville 0 2 0 .000 10 53 

Indianapolis 0 2 0 .000 34 45 

North 

Pittsburgh 2 0 0 1.000 47 35 

Baltimore 2 0 0 1.000 55 13 

Cleveland 2 0 0 1.000 51 28 

Cincinnati 1 1 0 .500 40 51 

West 

Oakland 2 0 0 1.000 47 29 

Kansas City 1 1 0 .500 45 34 

Denver 1 1 0 .500 28 32 

L.A. Chargers 0 1 0 .000 13 17 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

East 

N.Y. Giants 2 0 0 1.000 63 35 

Dallas 1 1 0 .500 23 27 

Philadelphia 1 1 0 .500 34 37 

Washington 0 2 0 .000 23 53 

South 

Carolina 1 1 0 .500 37 40 

Tampa Bay 1 1 0 .500 44 44 

Atlanta 0 3 0 .000 47 70 

New Orleans 0 1 0 .000 25 34 

North 

Minnesota 1 0 0 1.000 34 25 

Green Bay 1 1 0 .500 41 52 

Chicago 0 2 0 .000 26 55 

Detroit 0 2 0 .000 26 61 

West 

San Francisco 1 0 0 1.000 17 9 

Seattle 1 0 0 1.000 22 14 

Arizona 1 1 0 .500 43 46 

L.A. Rams 0 2 0 .000 13 28 

Thursday’s games 
Philadelphia 24, Jacksonville 10 
Baltimore 26, Green Bay 13 
N.Y. Jets 22, Atlanta 10 
Cincinnati 23, Washington 13 
Oakland 33, Arizona 26 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo 27, Carolina 14 
N.Y. Giants 32, Chicago 13 
Tampa Bay 16, Miami 14 

Saturday’s games 
Cleveland 21, Indianapolis 18 
New England 22, Tennessee 17 
Houston 30, Detroit 23 
Pittsburgh 17, Kansas City 7 
Dallas 14, L.A. Rams 10 

Sunday’s games 
New Orleans at L.A. Chargers 
Seattle at Minnesota 

Monday’s games 
San Francisco at Denver 

Thursday, Aug. 22 
N.Y. Giants at Cincinnati 
Carolina at New England 
Washington at Atlanta 
Baltimore at Philadelphia 
Green Bay vs Oakland at Winnipeg, 
Canada 

Jacksonville at Miami 

Friday, Aug. 23 

Cleveland at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Detroit 


Philadelphia 13 8 

Atlanta 13 9 

New York City FC 11 5 

D.C. United 10 8 

New York 11 10 

New England 9 9 

Montreal 10 13 

Orlando City 9 11 

Toronto FC 
Chicago 
Columbus 
Cincinnati 


9 10 7 


7 14 
5 18 . 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Los Angeles FC 18 3 4 58 67 25 

Minnesota United 12 8 6 42 44 36 

LA Galaxy 
Real Salt Lake 
Seattle u b ; 

San Jose 11 9 5 

Portland 11 9 

FC Dallas 
Houston 
Sporting KC 
Colorado 
Vancouver 


Bass Pro Shops 
NRA Night Race 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup 
Saturday 

At Bristol Motor Speedway 
Bristol, Tenn. 

Lap length: 0.53 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (l) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 500 laps, 
40 points. 

2. (7) Matt DiBenedetto, Toyota, 500, 
41. 

3. (13) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 500, 40. 

4. (31) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 500, 40. 

5. (6) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 500, 46. 

6. (2) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 500, 41. 

7. (20) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 500, 30. 

8. (18) Daniel Suarez, Ford, 499, 38. 

9. (4) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet, 499, 40. 

10. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 499, 32. 

11. (14) Ryan Newman, Ford, 499, 34. 

12. (17) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 499, 

27. 

13. (3) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 498, 33. 

14. (22) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet, 498, 

23. 

15. (10) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 497, 


18. (23) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 497 
19. 

19. (30) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet 
496, 18. 

20. (24) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 496,17. 

- "d wi" : --- 


45 48 40 
42 43 30 
41 45 32 
39 34 33 
38 44 39 
8 35 38 45 
' 34 39 50 

34 35 35 
34 41 43 
33 42 40 
27 29 41 
26 61 


40 40 39 
38 42 38 
37 41 36 
37 39 36 
31 37 43 
31 39 45 
27 43 52 
27 27 45 


21. (21) William Byron, Chevrolet, 496, 

22 . 

22. (9) Erik Jones, Toyota, 495, 23. 

23. (25) Paul Menard, Ford, 495, 14. 

24. (26) Corey Lajoie, Ford, 494,13. 

25. (32) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, 490, 

0. 

26. (39) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 490, 

0. 

27. (27) Matt Tifft, Ford, suspension, 
487, 10. 

28. (36) JJ Yeley, Ford, 485, 9. 

29. (5) Aric Almirola, Ford, 482, 9. 

30. (34) Quin Houff, Chevrolet, 478, 7. 

31. (38) Kyle Weatherman, Ford, 474, 0. 

32. (33) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, garage, 
410, 0. 

33. (15) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, ga¬ 
rage, 391, 4. 

34. (19) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 387, 3. 

35. (35) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, garage, 
373, 0. 

36. (16) David Ragan, Ford, accident, 
371, 1. 

37. (28) Michael McDowell, Ford, acci¬ 
dent, 368, 1. 

38. (37) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet, 
clutch, 269,1. 

39. (8) Kevin Harvick, Ford, clutch, 244, 

8 . 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Winner: 94.526 
mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 49 minutes, 9 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.502 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 8 for 61 laps. 

Lead Changes: 23 among 10 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: D.Hamlin 0-14; K.Larson 
15-23; D.Hamlin 24-38; K.Larson 39- 
45; D.Hamlin 46-83; K.Larson 84-129; 
B.Keselowski 130; C.EIIiott 131-163; 
K.Harvick 164-191; B.Keselowski 192; 
M.Truex 193-244; Ku.Busch 245-253; 
Ky.Busch 254-264; B.Keselowski 265-349; 
Ky.Busch 350; B.Keselowski 351; Ky.Busch 
352; B.Keselowski 353-354; Ky.Busch 355- 
365; B.Keselowski 366; Ky.Busch 367-372; 

E.Jones 373-395; M.DiBenedetto 396-488; 
D.Hamlin 489-500 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): M.DiBenedetto, 1 time for 93 
laps; B.Keselowski, 6 times for 91 laps; 
D.Hamlin, 4 times for 79 laps; K.Larson, 
3 times for 62 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 
52 laps; C.EIIiott, 1 time for 33 laps; 
Ky.Busch, 5 times for 30 laps; K.Harvick, 
1 time for 28 laps; E.Jones, 1 time for 23 
laps; Ku.Busch, 1 time for 9 laps. 

Wins: Ky.Busch, 4; D.Hamlin, 4; 
M.Truex, 4; B.Keselowski, 3; J.Logano, 
2; K.Harvick, 2; C.EIIiott, 2; Ku.Busch, 1; 
A.Bowman, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. Ky.Busch, 932; 2. 
J.Logano,893; 3. D.Hamlin,855; 4. M.Truex, 
838; 5. K.Harvick, 830; 6. B.Keselowski, 
794; 7. C.EIIiott, 757; 8. Ku.Busch, 741; 
9. R.BIaney, 686; 10. A.Bowman, 675; 
11. K.Larson, 665; 12. W.Byron, 664; 13. 
A.AImirola, 654; 14. E.Jones, 646; 15. 
R.Newman, 603; 16. D.Suarez, 591. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE - Suspend¬ 
ed L.A. Dodgers LHP Julio Urias 20 games 
under Major League Baseball’s Joint 
Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and 
Child Abuse Policy. 

American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Assigned RHP 
Jimmy Yacabonis outright to Norfolk (IL). 
Recalled RHP Hunter Harvey from Nor¬ 
folk. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Placed LHP Chris 
Sale on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
Wednesday. Recalled RHP Ryan Brasier 
from Pawtucket (IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent IB AJ 
Reed to Charlotte (IL) for a rehab assign¬ 
ment. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Sent RHP Jefry 
Rodriguez to the AZL Indians Reds for a 
rehab assignment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned LHP Tyler 
Alexander to Toledo (IL). Reinstated RHP 
Jordan Zimmermann from the 10-day IL. 
Sent C Grayson Greiner to Toledo for a 
rehab assignment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned RHP Cy 
Sneed to Round Rock (PCL). Recalled RHP 
Rogelio Armenteros from Round Rock. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Designated 
OF Billy Hamilton for assignment. Re¬ 
called OF Brett Phillips from Omaha 
(PCL). 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Sent RHP 
Keynan Middleton to Salt Lake (PCL) for 
a rehab assignment. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Sent OF LaMon- 
te Wade Jr. to Cedar Rapids (MWL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned RHP 
Ryan Dull to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 
Sent RHP Ben Heller to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre for a rehab assignment. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Sent RHP 
Marco Estrada to Las Vegas (PCL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Recalled RHP Pe¬ 
ter Fairbanks from Durham (IL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Designated RHP 
Wes Parsons for assignment. Optioned 
OF Adam Duvall and 3B Johan Camargo 
to Gwinnett (IL). Recalled RHP Bryse 
Wilson from Gwinnett. Signed 2B Adeiny 
Hechavarria. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned RHP 
Matt Bowman from Louisville (IL). Re¬ 
called RHP R.J. Alaniz from Louisville. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Placed RHP 
Chad Bettis on the 10-day IL, retroactive 
to Wednesday. Recalled RHP Chi Chi Gon¬ 
zalez from Albuquerque (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled 
RHP Casey Sadler from Oklahoma City 
(PCL). Sent 2B Enrique Hernandez to the 
AZL Dodgers Mota for a rehab assign- 

MIAMI MARLINS - Sent RHP Pablo Lo¬ 
pez to New Orleans (PCL) and RHP Jose 
Urena to Jupiter (FSL) for rehab assign- 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Signed INF/ 
OF Tyler Austin to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK METS - Sent OF Brando 
Nimmo to St. Lucie (FSL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Placed OF 
Roman Quinn on the 10-day IL. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Sent RHP Rob¬ 
ert Stock to El Paso (PCL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Recalled 
RHP Logan Webb from Sacramento 
(PCL). Optioned OF Joey Richard to Sac¬ 
ramento. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Sent IB 
Ryan Zimmerman to Harrisburg (EL) for 
a rehab assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Removed 
WR Marqise Lee from the PUP list. Re¬ 
leased QB Tanner Lee. Signed RB Elijah 
Hood. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived WR Jor¬ 
dan Lasley. Re-signed OL Cameron Hunt. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Agreed to 
terms with D Chase Priskie on an entry- 
level contract. 

COLLEGE 

OKLAHOMA STATE - Named Stacy 
Stanush director of cross country and 
track and field operations. 


10 10 
9 13 
8 11 
7 13 

_ 6 12 _ 

Note: Three points for victory, _ 

point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
New England 1, New York 1, tie 
FC Dallas 3, Montreal 3, tie 
New York City FC 4, Cincinnati 1 
Toronto FC 2, Columbus 2, tie 
Chicago 2, Philadelphia 0 
Orlando City 1, Minnesota United 1, 
tie 

Sporting Kansas City 2, San Jose 1 
Colorado 2, Houston 2, tie 
Los Angeles FC 2, Real Salt Lake 0 
Seattle 2, LA Galaxy 2, tie 
Vancouver 1, D.C. United 0 
Sunday's game 
Atlanta at Portland 

Wednesday’s games 
Columbus at New York City FC 
New York at D.C. United 
San Jose at Los Angeles FC 
Thursday’s game 

Minnesota United at Sporting Kansas 
City 

Friday’s games 

Atlanta at Orlando City 
Seattle at Portland 


Pro basketball ■ AP sportlight 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Washington 

Connecticut 

Chicago 

Indiana 

New York 

Atlanta 


10 .600 3'/: 

16 .360 9'/2 

17 .320 10'/2 

21 .192 14 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Las Vegas 
Los Angeles 
Seattle 
Minnesota 
Phoenix 


No games scheduled 

Sunday’s games 
Indiana at Washington 
Dallas at Connecticut 
New York at Phoenix 
Las Vegas at Chicago 
Minnesota at Seattle 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 


10 .600 
13 .519 
13 .500 
13 .480 
17 .346 


Aug. 19 

1921 — Detroit’s Ty Cobb gets his 
3,000th career hit at age 34, the youngest 
player to reach that plateau. 

1934 — Helen Hull Jacobs wins the 
women’s title in the U.S. Lawn Tennis As¬ 
sociation championships. 

1984 — Lee Trevino beats Gary Player 
and Lanny Wadkins by four strokes to 
take the PGA championship at Shoal 
Creek, Alabama. 

1995 — Mike Tyson starts his come¬ 
back, knocking out Peter McNeeley in 89 
seconds at Las Vegas. McNeeley’s man¬ 
ager Vinnie Vecchione jumps into the 
ring to stop the fight after his boxer is 
knocked down twice in the first round. 

2016 — Usain Bolt scores another 
sweep, winning three gold medals in his 
third consecutive Olympics. Atthe Rio de 
Janeiro Games, Bolt turns a close 4x100 
relay race against Japan and the United 
States into a typical, Bolt-like runaway, 
helping Jamaica cross the line in 37.27 
seconds. Allyson Felix wins an unprece¬ 
dented fifth gold medal in women’s track 
and field, running the second leg of the 
4xl00-meter relay team. 
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Yankees, fired up by ejections, edge Indians 


Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Manager 
Aaron Boone, Brett Gardner 
and the New York Yankees again 
hammered away at the umpires, 
this time in prolonged rants that 
brought several members of the 
team spilling onto the field, while 
beating the Cleveland Indians 6-5 
Saturday. 

Gleyber Torres hit two home 
runs and Didi Gregorius and DJ 
LeMahieu also connected for the 
AL East-leading Yankees. 

But what really fired up the 
crowd of 47,347 at Yankee Sta¬ 
dium occurred in the sixth in¬ 
ning after Cameron Maybin was 
called out on strikes by Triple-A 
ump Ben May. 

For the third time in a month 

— each time with a minor league 
call-up umpire behind the plate 

— the team with the best record 
in American League lost its tem¬ 
per in a big way. This episode led 
to Boone, Gardner and pitcher CC 
Sabathia being ejected. 

James Paxton (9-6) went five 
innings for the win. Zach Plesac 
(6-4) was chased in the fifth. 

Aroldis Chapman closed for his 
35th save in 40 chances. 

Brewers 15, Nationals 14 
(14): Eric Thames hit a two-run 
homer in the 14th inning and Mil¬ 
waukee finally held on for a wild 
victory at Washington. 

Christian Yelich hit two home 
runs, tying for the major league 
lead with 41, and the Brewers 
equaled their franchise record 
with seven. Thames’ tiebreaking 
drive off Javy Guerra (1-1) was 
the last of them in a 5-hour, 40- 
minute marathon between Na¬ 
tional League playoff contenders 
that featured 38 hits, 17 pitching 
changes, 11 home runs and blown 
saves by both closers. 

Yelich went 5-for-6 with four 
RBIs, breaking out of a l-for-16 
slump since returning from a 
back injury that cost him four 
games. 

Cubs 2, Pirates 0: Kris Bry¬ 
ant homered in the seventh in¬ 
ning, and Chicago got out of 


three bases-loaded jams to snap 
a four-game skid and win at 
Pittsburgh. 

After committing an error at 
third base each of the previous 
two innings, Bryant drove the 
first pitch of the seventh from 
Steven Brault (3-2) into the left- 
field bleachers to put the Cubs 
ahead 1-0. It was Bryant’s 25th 
homer this season and third in 
five games. 

Reds 6, Cardinals 1: Aristides 
Aquino hit a three-run homer, 
Nick Senzel added a leadoff shot 
and host Cincinnati dropped St. 
Louis back into a tie with Chicago 
for first place in the NL Central. 

Aquino’s blast off Miles Mikolas 
(7-13) gave the Reds a 5-1 lead in 
the fifth. It was the rookie’s 11th 
homer in his 17th career game. 

Rays 1, Tigers 0 (13): Mike 
Brosseau’s pinch-hit RBI single 
in the 13th inning drove in Eric 
Sogard and gave host Tampa Bay 
the win over Detroit. 

Sogard doubled off Matt Hall 
(0-1) with two outs and Tommy 
Pham was intentionally walked. 
Brosseau singled to right-center 
field for the Rays’ first run since 
Wednesday, ending a streak of 29 
scoreless innings. 

Mets 4, Royals 1: Jacob de- 
Grom pitched seven sharp in¬ 
nings and Pete Alonso put New 
York ahead with a two-run single 
in its win at Kansas City. 

Alonso got three hits and 
snapped a 1-all tie with two outs 
in the seventh when he rolled a 
bases-loaded grounder up the 
middle. Juan Lagares, who also 
had three hits, added an RBI tri¬ 
ple in the eighth. 

Athletics 8, Astros 4: Matt 
Chapman doubled among his 
three hits and Mark Canha had 
two hits and three RBIs to back 
Chris Bassitt’s six solid innings, 
and host Oakland beat Houston. 

Matt Olson and Josh Phegley 
each had two hits for the A’s, who 
havee won four straight games 
and 11 of their last 16. 

Red Sox 4, Orioles O: Eduar¬ 
do Rodriguez pitched 7V3 stellar 
innings, red-hot Rafael Devers 



John Bazemore/AP 


Atlanta Braves center fielder Ronald Acuna Jr. dives to catch a fly 
ball by the Los Angeles Dodgers’ Corey Seager with the bases 
loaded for the final out in the second inning in the Braves’ 4-3 win. 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


The New York Yankees’ Gleyber Torres, left, celebrates hitting a home run with Phil Nevin during the 
Yankees’ 6-5 defeat of the Cleveland Indians on Saturday. 


belted a two-run homer and host 
Boston beat Baltimore for its 
fourth straight victory. 

Trey Mancini had a double 
— his eighth straight game in 
Fenway Park with an extra-base 
hit — for the Orioles, who have 
dropped six straight. 

Padres 5, Phillies 3: Dinelson 
Lamet pitched six solid innings, 
Ty France hit a tiebreaking sin¬ 
gle and visiting San Diego cooled 
off Philadelphia. 

Lamet (2-2) allowed three runs 
and six hits with six strikeouts 
and a walk. 

Mariners 4, Blue Jays 3: Kyle 
Seager hit a tiebreaking home 
run in the eighth inning, Austin 
Nola also went deep, and Seattle 
won at Toronto. 

Seager’s two-out drive off the 
right field foul screen came on 
the first pitch from left-hander 
Tim Mayza (1-2). 


Twins 12, Rangers 7: C.J. Cron 
homered in Minnesota’s six-run 
first inning in at win at Texas. 

Tyler Duffey (4-1) retired the 
last two batters in the fifth to 
leave the bases loaded. He got his 
second win of the day, because 
hours before the game he was 
awarded the victory from Friday 
night that originally was credited 
to teammate Sam Dyson. 

Giants 11, Diamondbacks 6: 
Brandon Belt hit a grand slam 
and tied a career high with six 
RBIs, and Kevin Pillar had a 
career-best five hits to lead San 
Francisco to a win at Arizona. 

Logan Webb (1-0) overcame a 
rocky start and pitched five in¬ 
nings to win his major league 
debut. The Giants won their third 
straight and sixth in seven games 
to continue their surge into seri¬ 
ous National League wild-card 
contention. 


Angels 6, White Sox 5: Mike 
Trout and Brian Goodwin drove 
in two runs apiece, and host Los 
Angeles scored four in the sev¬ 
enth inning to rally past Chicago. 

The Angels sent 10 batters 
to the plate in the seventh and 
scored off four White Sox pitch¬ 
ers. Trout lined a bases-loaded 
single to left field to knock in two 
runs, and Justin Upton tied it with 
a sharp grounder that went under 
the glove of third baseman Ryan 
Goins. 

Rockies 11, Marlins 4: Ryan 
McMahon continued his power 
surge with two home runs to help 
host Colorado beat Miami for its 
first three-game winning streak 
in two months. 

McMahon has homered in 
three straight games and four of 
his last five to set a career high 
with 17. He has four home runs 
on the current homestand. 


Braves power way past Dodgers 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Josh Donaldson and Adam Duvall 
hit consecutive homers off Hyun-Jin Ryu in the 
sixth inning, the faulty Atlanta bullpen redeemed 
itself for a change, and the Braves beat the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers 4-3 on Saturday night. 

Donaldson stirred the largest crowd in SunTrust 
Park’s three-year history when his 29th homer 
landed in the Atlanta bullpen in right-center. Duvall 
added on by going deep into the left-center seats to 
make it 4-2. 

Atlanta won the matchup of NL division leaders 
one night after the Dodgers’ powerful offense hom¬ 
ered four times, sending the Braves to a 27th loss 
in the last 37 regular-season games between the 
teams. With their first win in five meetings this sea¬ 
son, the Braves are trying to stand up to the club 
that eliminated them from the playoffs last year. 

Ryu (12-3) lost for the first time in seven starts 
as his ERA, still best in the major leagues, rose 


19 points to 1.64. Sean Newcomb (6-3) turned in a 
promising performance after allowing consecutive 
homers the night before that left him with a 13.49 
ERA in his last eight outings. He bailed out starter 
Mike Foltynewicz in the fifth, getting Edwin Rios to 
fly out with runners at the corners. 

Newcomb faced the minimum in IV 3 innings. 
Luke Jackson, who lost the closer’s job last month, 
allowed Max Muncy’s 31st homer before stranding 
a runner he walked in the seventh. Shane Greene, 
another former closer, struck out the side in the 
eighth. Mark Melancon earned his second save in 
two chances when Cody Bellinger popped up with a 
runner at first to end it. 

Atlanta’s bullpen has been battered over the last 
two weeks with Greene, Melancon and Chris Mar¬ 
tin — all acquired at the trade deadline to steady the 
relief corps — beginning the game with a combined 
10.47 ERA in seven appearances apiece. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

1 

Houston 
Oakland 
Los Angeles 

Seattle 


Central Division 


17V4 
VJ'A 
411 27 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 73 52 .584 - 

Washington 66 56 .541 5V4 

Philadelphia 64 59 .520 8 

New York 63 60 .512 9 

Miami 45 77 .369 26'/2 

Central Division 

St. Louis 64 57 .529 - 

Chicago 65 58 .528 - 

Milwaukee 64 59 .520 1 

Cincinnati 58 64 .475 6V2 

Pittsburgh 51 71 .418 13'/2 

West Division 

Los Angeles 82 43 .656 - 

San Francisco 63 61 .508 I8V2 

Arizona 61 63 .492 20'/ 2 

San Diego 57 65 .467 23'/2 

Colorado 56 67 .455 25 

Friday’s games 
Detroit 2, Tampa Bay 0 
N.Y. Yankees 3, Cleveland 2 
Toronto 7, Seattle 3 
Boston 9, Baltimore 1 
Oakland 3, Houston 2,13 innings 
Minnesota 4, Texas 3 
Chicago White Sox 7, L.A. Angels 2 
Pittsburgh 3, Chicago Cubs 2 
Washington 2, Milwaukee 1 
St. Louis 13, Cincinnati 4 
Philadelphia 8, San Diego 4 
L.A. Dodgers 8, Atlanta 3 
Colorado 3, Miami 0 
Kansas City 4, N.Y. Mets 1 
San Francisco 10, Arizona 9,11 innings 
Saturday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 6, Cleveland 5 
Seattle 4, Toronto 3 
Oakland 8, Houston 4 
L.A. Angels 6, Chicago White Sox 5 
Tampa Bay 1, Detroit 0,13 innings 
Boston 4, Baltimore 0 
Minnesota 12, Texas 7 
Chicago Cubs 2, Pittsburgh 0 
Milwaukee 15, Washington 14,14 innings 
Cincinnati 6, St. Louis 1 
N.Y. Mets 4, Kansas City 1 
San Diego 5, Philadelphia 3 
Atlanta 4, L.A. Dodgers 3 
Colorado 11, Miami 4 
San Francisco 11, Arizona 6 
Sunday’s games 
Baltimore at Boston 
Cleveland at N.Y. Yankees 
Seattle at Toronto 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Texas 
Chicago White Sox at L.A. Angels 
Houston at Oakland 
San Diego at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Cincinnati 
L.A. Dodgers at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at Washington 
N.Y. Mets at Kansas City 
Miami at Colorado 
San Francisco at Arizona 
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh 
Monday’s games 

Kansas City (Lopez 1-7) at Baltimore 
(Means 8-8) 

Seattle (Gonzalez 12-10) at Tampa Bay 
(McKay 2-2) 

L.A. Angels (TBD) at Texas (Allard 1-0) 
Chicago White Sox (Nova 8-9) at Min¬ 
nesota (Gibson 11-5) 

Detroit (TBD) at Houston (TBD) 
Washington (TBD) at Pittsburgh (Wil¬ 
liams 5-5) 

San Diego (Lauer 6-8) at Cincinnati 
(Bauer 10-9) 

Milwaukee (Davies 8-5) at St. Louis 
(Hudson 11-6) 

Colorado (TBD) at Arizona (Gallen 2- 
3) 

Saturday 

Athletics 8, Astros 4 

Houston Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbl 

Springer rf 5 0 2 0 Semienss 5 110 

Altuve2b 5 110 Grossmnlf 4 2 11 

Brantley If 4 12 0 Chapmn 3b 3 2 3 1 

Bregman3b 3 0 11 Olson lb 4 12 2 

Alvarez dh 3 2 2 3 Canhacf 4 0 2 3 

Correa ss 3 0 0 0 Piscottyrf 3 0 11 

Gurriel lb 4 0 10 Pnderpr-rf 0 0 0 0 

Maldnadoc 4 0 10 Davis dh 4 0 0 0 

Marsnickcf 4 0 0 0 Joseph 2b 4 110 

Phegleyc 4 12 0 
Totals 35 410 4 Totals 35 813 8 
Houston 002 010 010-4 

Oakland 005 030 00x-8 

DP—Houston 0, Oakland 1. LOB— 
Houston 7, Oakland 8. 2B—Bregman (25), 
Chapman 2 (31), Piscotty (16). HR—Alva¬ 
rez 2 (19). SF—Alvarez (2), Piscotty (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Armenteros L, 1-1 4 7 5 5 1 3 

Devenski 1 2 3 3 1 0 

McHugh 2 30012 

Smith 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Oakland 

BaSSittW,9-5 6 8 3 3 2 4 

Treinen 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Buchter 1 11100 

Petit 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—Devenski (Chapman). T—3:04. 
A—21,428 (46,765). 


Brewers 15, 

Nationals 14 (14) 

Milwaukee Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grisham cf 7 2 12 Turner ss 8 12 3 

Grandal c 6 12 0 Eaton rf 8 2 4 3 

Yelichrf 6 3 5 4 Rendon 3b 8 12 0 

Hiura2b 7 2 3 2 Soto If 7 112 

Moustkas3b 7 13 3 Cabrera 2b 4 10 0 

Braun If 6 3 3 2 Adams lb 3 0 0 0 

Thames lb 6 112 Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Arciass 6 0 0 0 Dozier ph 10 0 0 

Lyles p 110 0 Strckland p 0 0 0 0 

Pomeranz p 0 0 0 0 Rodney p 0 0 0 0 

Pina 1110 Doolittle p 0 0 0 0 

Peralta p 0 0 0 0 Hudson p 0 0 0 0 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 Gomes ph 0 10 0 

Black p 0 0 0 0 Rainey p 10 0 0 

Gamelph 1 0 0 0 Ja.Guerrap 10 0 0 

Williams p 0 0 0 0 Rossph 10 0 0 

Perez ph 1 0 0 0 Suzuki c 7 2 4 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Robles cf 5 2 3 3 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 Sanchez p 1 0 0 0 

Jeffressp 1 0 0 0 Parra ph 0 10 0 

Ju.Guerra p 1 0 1 0 Grace p 0 0 0 0 

Kndricklb 3 2 2 2 

Totals 5715 20 15 Totals 58141813 
Milwaukee 005 012 004 000-15 

Washington 002 304 201 000-14 

E—Hiura (11). DP—Milwaukee 2, Wash¬ 
ington 2. LOB—Milwaukee 8, Washington 
13. 2B—Hiura 2 (15), Braun (23), Suzuki 
2 (9), Robles (22), Eaton 2 (20), Kendrick 
(18). HR-Braun 2 (18), Grisham (3), Yelich 
2 (41), Moustakas (28), Thames (17), Soto 
(26), Eaton (9), Turner (12), Kendrick (13). 
SB—Yelich (24), Hiura (8), Braun (9), Soto 
(12). SF—Robles (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Lyles 4 7 5 5 3 4 

Pomeranz 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Peralta BS.1-2 0 3 4 4 1 0 

Claudio Vi 1 0 0 11 

Black lVi 1 2 2 10 

Williams 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Hader BS,25-31 1 2 112 3 

Albers 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Jeffress 2'A 3 1111 

Ju.Guerra W,7-4 VA 1 10 11 

Washington 

Sanchez 4 85545 

Grace 1 33310 

Suero 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Strickland H,5 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Rodney H,10 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Doolittle BS,28-34 Vz 4 4 4 0 0 

Hudson Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Rainey 2 0 0 0 1 4 

Ja.Guerra L,l-1 3 4 3 3 1 5 

Peralta pitched to 4 batters in the 6th, 
Grace pitched to 3 batters in the 6th. T— 
5:40. A—36,953 (41,313). 

Angels 6, White Sox 5 

Chicago Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Garciarf 5 110 Fltchr 3b-ss 4 12 0 

Anderson ss 4 12 1 Trout dh 3 112 

Abreu lb 4 110 Upton If 3 111 

McCann dh 4 112 Calhoun rf 3 0 0 0 

Jimenez If 4 12 2 Pujols lb 4 0 0 0 

Castillo c 4 0 0 0 Goodwin cf 3 112 

Goins 3b 3 0 10 Rengifo2b 3 10 0 

Sanchez 2b 4 0 10 Tovarss 2 0 0 0 

Engel cf 2 0 0 0 a-Thss ph-3b 2 0 0 0 

c-Jayph 1 0 0 0 Stassic 10 0 0 

b-Ohtni ph 1110 
Bembom c 1 0 0 0 

Totals 35 5 9 5 Totals 30 6 6 5 

Chicago 104 000 000-5 

Los Angeles 011 000 40x—6 

E—Goins (6). DP—Chicago 1, Los An¬ 
geles 1. LOB-Chicago 6, Los Angeles 7. 
2B—McCann (21). 3B-Garcia (2). HR-Ji- 
menez (21), Goodwin (11), Upton (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Santiago 4% 4 2 2 3 4 

Cordero VA 0 1113 

Fry 0 1110 0 

Mrshll, L, 3-2, BS, 0-4 'hi 2 0 3 1 

Osich mo 0 0 0 0 

Los Angeles 

Ramirez m 2 110 1 

Suarez 4 6 4 4 3 5 

Cole, W, 3-4 mi 0 0 0 0 

Bedrosian, H, 14 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Robles, S, 18-20 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Fry pitched to 1 batter in the 7th, Su¬ 
arez pitched to 3 batters in the 6th. WP— 
Suarez. T-3:37. A-39,419 (45,050). 

Twins 12, Rangers 7 

Minnesota Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kepler dh 5 12 1 Choo If 5 13 1 

Sano 6 3 3 2 Santana cf 5 2 2 4 

Polanco ss 5 13 0 Andrus ss 5 110 

Rosario If 5 10 1 Mazara rf 5 0 10 

Garverc 4 112 Pence dh 3 0 0 0 
Arraez2b 5 111 Odor 2b 2 111 

Gonzalez rf 5 2 3 2 Forsythe lb 4 1 0 0 

Cron lb 4 12 2 Kner-Flefa3b 4 1 1 1 

Cavecf 5 13 0 Trevino c 3 0 10 

Calhoun ph 1 0 0 0 

Mathis c 0 0 0 0 

Totals 4412 18 11 Totals 37 7 10 7 
Minnesota 620 010 012-12 

Texas 240 010 000- 7 

E—Sano 5), Jurado (2). LOB—Minneso¬ 
ta 10, Texas 6. 2B—Gonzalez (17), Polan¬ 
co (32), Choo (27). HR-Cron (20), Sano 
3), Santana 2 (21). SF-Rosario (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Berrios 4>/b 7 7 3 3 6 

Duffey W,4-l Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

HarperH.il 1 2 0 0 0 0 

May H,ll 2 0 0 0 0 1 

Littell 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Texas 

Jurado L,6-9 2 7 8 2 2 0 

Gibaut 2 2 0 0 0 3 

Martin 2Vi 5 110 3 

Kelley m2 110 0 

Sampson 1 2 2 2 1 0 

HBP—Martin (Cron). T-3:30. A-30,136 
(49,115). 


Rockies 11, Marlins 4 

Miami Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Bertiss 4 111 Blackmon rf3 3 2 2 

Walker 3b-2b 3 0 0 0 Story ss 3 2 3 3 

Anderson rf 4 110 Arenado3b 4 0 0 0 
Ramirez rf 0 0 0 0 Hmpsn ph-2b 10 0 0 
Cooper lb 4 12 2 Murphy lb 4 0 2 3 

Castro 2b 3 0 10 Tapia cf 3 0 10 

Prado 3b 1 0 0 0 McMn2b-3b 4 2 2 2 

Grndrson If 3 1 0 0 Desmond If 3 2 11 

Alfaro c 4 0 2 0 Woltersc 4 110 
Brinson cf 4 0 0 0 Marquez p 2 1 1 0 

Noesi 2 0 0 0 Estevez p 0 0 0 0 

Conley p 0 0 0 0 Dazaph 10 0 0 

Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 Tinocop 10 0 0 

Diazph 1 0 0 0 Almonte p 0 0 0 0 

Chen p 0 0 0 0 

Holadayph 10 11 

Totals 34 4 8 4 Totals 33111311 
Miami 101 001 001- 4 

Colorado 130 023 20x-ll 

LOB—Miami 6, Colorado 5.2B—Cooper 
(11), Marquez (3), Blackmon (33), Murphy 
(25), Wolters (15). HR-Berti (3), Cooper 


Miami 

Noesi, L,0-3 4'A 5 6 6 3 2 

Conley % 3 3 3 1 0 

Kinley 1 1 0 0 2 0 

Chen 2 4 2 2 0 1 

Colorado 

Marquez W.12-5 5 5 2 2 1 8 

Estevez 1 11101 

Tinoco 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Almonte 1 2 1110 

T—3:08. A—40,199 (50,398). 

Braves 4, Dodgers 3 

Los Angeles Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pederson rf 5 0 0 0 Acuna Jr. cf 3 10 0 

Muncy 2b 4 111 Albies2b 4 0 12 

Turner 3b 3 13 0 Freeman lb 4 0 0 0 

Bellngercf 4 0 10 Dnldson3b 4 12 1 

Seagerss 4 0 10 Duvall If 4 111 

Beaty If 4 12 2 Clbrson rf 3 0 0 0 

Rios lb 4 0 0 0 Flowers c 3 0 10 

R.Martinc 4 0 0 0 Hchvrriass 3 110 

Ryu p 3 0 10 Fltynwcz p 0 0 0 0 

Kelly p 0 0 0 0 Newcomb p 1 0 0 0 

b-P(1ockph 1 0 0 0 Jackson p 0 0 0 0 

Kolarekp 0 0 0 0 a-Ortgaph 10 10 

Baezp 0 0 0 0 Greene p 0 0 0 0 

Melancon p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 36 3 9 3 Totals 30 4 7 4 

Los Angeles 000 110 100-3 

Atlanta 002 002 00x-4 

E—Albies (4). DP—Los Angeles 0, At¬ 
lanta 1. LOB—Los Angeles 10, Atlanta 4. 
2B—Seager (32), Donaldson (28), Hecha- 
varria (1), Albies (32), Ortega (1). HR- 
Beaty (7), Muncy (31), Donaldson (29), 
Duvall (6). SB—Beaty (2). S—Foltynewicz 


Ryu, L, m 5% 6 4 4 1 5 

Kelly mi 0 0 0 2 

Kolarek 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Baez Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Atlanta 

Foltynewicz 4% 7 2 2 3 5 

Newcomb, W, 6-3 VA 0 0 0 0 0 

Jackson, H, 5 1 11112 

Greene, H,2 1 00003 

Melancon, S, 2-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T—3:17. A—43,619 (41,149). 


Padres 5, 

San Diego 


Yates p 0000 

Mchado 3b 5 0 2 0 
Hosmerlb 5 13 0 
Mejia c 5 0 0 0 
Renfroe rf 3 12 0 
France 2b 4 111 

Strahm p 0 0 0 0 
Munoz p 0 0 0 0 
Jankwski If 0 0 0 0 
Uriasss 4 0 11 

Lamet p 2 110 

Garcia 2b 10 0 0 


Totals 37 5 12 5 Totals 33 3 6 3 
San Diego 000 320 000-5 

Philadelphia 021 000 000-3 

LOB-San Diego 9, Philadelphia 5. 2B- 
Renfroe (18), Naylor (8), Machado (17), 
Segura (26), Kingery (28), Dickerson (2). 
HR—Realmuto (19). S—Lamet (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Lamet W,2-2 6 6 3 3 1 6 

Strahm H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Munoz H,4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Yates S,34-37 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Philadelphia 

Eflin VA 7 3 3 2 2 

Pivetta L,4-5 1V4 3 2 2 1 1 

Suarez 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Hughes 1 00000 

Parker 1 0 0 0 0 2 


Red Sox 4, Orioles 0 

Baltimore Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Alberto 3b 4 0 10 Betts rf 3 12 0 

Mancini lb 3 0 2 0 Devers3b 4 112 

Santnder rf 4 0 0 0 Bogerts ss 4 0 1 0 

Ndh 4 0 0 0 Mrtinez dh 3 0 0 0 

Villar 2b 3 0 10 Bnntndi If 3 0 0 0 

Severinoc 4 0 0 0 Vazquez c 4 0 10 

Stewart If 4 0 0 0 Morland lb 4 0 0 0 

Wilkrson cf 2 0 0 0 Holt 2b 1111 

Martinss 3 0 1 0 0wngsph-2b 10 0 0 

Brdfy ' - - - 

Totals 31 0 5 0 Totals 30 4 7 3 
Baltimore 000 000 000-0 

Boston 000 020 20x-4 

DP—Baltimore 1, Boston 1. LOB—Balti¬ 
more 7, Boston 6. 2B—Mancini (28), Betts 
2 (34). 3B—Bradley Jr. (3). HR—Holt (2), 
Devers (26). 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Wojciechowski L,2-6 4'A 5 2 2 3 4 

Castro mo 0 0 0 1 

Fry 1 2 2 2 0 1 

Harvey 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Boston 

Rodriguez W,14-5 VA 4 0 0 2 4 

Barnes Vi 1 0 0 0 2 

Workman 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—Rodriguez (Wilkerson). WP— 
Wojciechowski, Barnes. T—3:11. A— 
36,744 (37,731). 

Rays 1, Tigers 0 (13) 

Detroit Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Reyes cf 5 0 0 0 Castllo p-p 0 0 0 0 

Lugo 3b 4 0 10 Sogard2b 6 12 0 

Cabrera dh 5 0 0 0 Pham If 4 0 10 

Goodrum 2b 5 0 1 0 Mdows rf 4 0 0 0 

Dixon If 5 0 0 0 Poche p 0 0 0 0 

Hicks lb 5 0 10 Brossau ph 1 0 1 1 

Demeritterf 4 0 0 0 Aguilar dh 2 0 0 0 

Rogers c 4 0 0 0 B.MKypr-dh 0 0 0 0 

Mercer ss 4 0 0 0 d'Ardph-dh 2 0 0 0 

Choi lb 5 0 10 

Duffy 3b 5 0 0 0 

Kiermercf 5 0 0 0 

Adames ss 5 0 10 

Zuninoc 3 0 0 0 

Hrdiapr-rf 10 0 0 
Totals 41 0 3 0 Totals 43 1 6 1 

Detroit 000 000 000 000-0 

Tampa Bay 000 000 000 000-1 

DP—Detroit 1, Tampa Bay 1. LOB—De¬ 
troit 3, Tampa Bay 9. 2B—Hicks (12), Goo¬ 
drum (27), Pham (22), Sogard (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Zimmermann 5 1 0 0 0 5 

Cisnero % 1 0 0 11 

Soto mi 0 0 11 

Farmer 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Ramirez 2 0 0 0 0 2 

D.McKay 2 1 0 0 2 2 

Hall L,0-1 Vi 2 1110 

Tampa Bay 

Yarbrough 6'A 3 0 0 0 10 

Roe % 0 0 0 0 2 

Anderson 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Pagan 2 0 0 0 0 4 

Castillo 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Poche W,3-4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—Yarbrough (Lugo). T-3:39. A- 
17,228 (25,025). 

Giants 11, Diamondbacks 6 

San Francisco Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Ystzmski rf-lf 6 0 3 0 Dyson cf 5 2 2 0 

Vogtc 6 0 2 0 Flores 2b 5 14 1 

Longoria 3b 4 111 Escobar 3b 4 0 11 

Dickerson If 3 1 0 0 Peralta If 3 0 0 0 

Suarez p 0 0 0 0 Jones rf 3 110 

Solnoph-ss 1 0 0 0 Lamb lb 3 0 10 

Gennett2b 5 3 2 0 Crichton p 0 0 0 0 

Pillar cf 5 3 5 1 C.Kelly ph-c 10 0 0 

Belt lb 5 12 6 Ahmed SS 4 112 

Crawford ss 5 111 Avila c-p 4 0 10 

Bergen p 0 0 0 0 Clarke p 0 0 0 0 

Gustave p 0 0 0 0 Andriese p 1 0 0 0 

Webb p 1 0 0 0 Rojas ph 10 0 0 

Slater ph-rf 3 12 1 Ginkelp 0 0 0 0 

McFrland p 0 0 0 0 

Walker lb 2 111 
Totals 441118 10 Totals 36 612 5 
San Francisco 051 001 220-11 

Arizona 200 000 220- 6 

E—Longoria (11), Flores (3). DP—San 
Francisco 2, Arizona 1. LOB—San Fran¬ 
cisco 9, Arizona 6. 2B—Pillar (31), Flores 
(12), Escobar (22). HR—Belt (14), Walker 
(22), Ahmed (16). SF—Longoria (2), Esco¬ 
bar (10). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Webb W,l-0 5 5 2 1 1 7 

Suarez 2 5 2 2 0 0 

Bergen Vi 1 2 2 11 

Gustave m 1 0 0 0 0 

Arizona 

Avila 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Clarke L,4-4 VA 5 5 3 1 1 

Andriese 2 '/b 2 1113 

Ginkel 1 1 0 0 0 2 

McFarland VA 7 3 3 0 0 

Crichton VA 3 2 2 0 1 

WP-Webb, Ginkel. T-3:40. A-35,366 
(48,519). 

Mets 4, Royals 1 

New York Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Rosario dh 3 0 0 0 Merrifield 2b4 0 0 0 

Panik2b 3 0 11 Gordon If 3 10 0 

Davis ph 1 0 0 0 Dozier rf 4 0 2 0 

Tejada ss 1 0 0 0 Solerdh 4 0 11 

Alonso lb 5 0 3 2 Cthbert3b 4 0 0 0 

Confortorf 3 0 0 0 Phillips cf 2 0 0 0 

Ramos c 5 0 2 0 O’Hearn lb 3 0 0 0 

Frazier 3b 4 0 0 0 Viloriac 3 0 0 0 

Gillme ss-2b 4 110 Lopez ss 3 0 10 
Lagarescf 4 2 3 1 

Altherr If 3 110 

Totals 36 411 4 Totals 30 1 4 1 

New York 000 010 210-4 

Kansas City 000 100 000-1 

E-Alonso (12). DP-New York 2, Kan¬ 
sas City 2. LOB—New York 10, Kansas 
City 4. 2B—Alonso (24). 3B—Lagares (1). 
SB—Rosario (15). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

deGrom W,8-7 7 3 1 1 2 5 

Wilson H,7 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Lugo S,3-8 1 0 0 0 0 1 

«nas nh-2h 1 0 0 0 Kansas City 

■dfv Jr cf 3 110 Junis L.8-11 6 '/b 7 3 3 1 6 

oiyjr.cr J i i u Newberry „ 0 0 0 1 0 

Hill Vi 1 0 0 0 2 

Barnes 1 21100 

McCarthy 1 10 0 11 

Newberry pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th. HBP—Junis 2 (Rosario.Altherr). WP- 
Junis. T—2:35. A-28,697 (37,903). 


Phillies 3 

Philadelphia 

ab r 

Hoskins lb 3 0 
Harper rf 4 0 
Realmuto c 4 1 
Dckrson If 4 0 
Segurass 3 1 
Hernndz2b 4 0 
Kingery 3b 4 1 
Haseleycf 4 0 
Eflin p 1 0 
Pivetta p 0 0 
Miller ph 1 0 
Suarez p 0 0 
Hughes p 0 0 
Morrison ph 1 0 
Parkerp 0 0 


Reds 6, Cardinals 1 

St. Louis Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Fowler cf 4 0 10 Senzelcf 5 111 
Edman rf 4 0 0 0 VanMter lb 2 1 2 0 

Gldschmdtlb 4 0 1 0 Galvis 2b 3 12 1 

Ozunalf 4 0 10 Aquino rf 4 113 

Wietersc 4 0 0 0 Ervin If 4 110 

Wong 2b 3 0 0 0 Barnhart c 3 0 10 

Carpnter3b 2 111 J.lglsiasss 3 0 11 
Munoz ss 4 0 3 0 Peraza3b 4 0 0 0 

Mikolas p 2 0 0 0 DeScifani p 2 0 0 0 

DeJongph 1 0 0 0 Sims p 0 0 0 0 

Helsleyp 0 0 0 0 Lorenzenp 2 12 0 

Fernandez p 0 0 0 0 Alaniz p 0 0 0 0 

Thomas ph 10 0 0 

Totals 33 1 7 1 Totals 32 6 11 6 

St. Louis 010 000 000-1 

Cincinnati 100 130 lOx—6 

E-VanMeter (1). DP-St. Louis 1, Cin¬ 
cinnati 0. LOB—St. Louis 10, Cincinnati 
7. 2B—Goldschmidt (14). HR-Carpen- 
ter (11), Senzel (10), Aquino (11). SF- 
J.lglesias (2), Galvis (1). 

St. Louis IP H R ER BB SO 

Mikolas L,7-13 5 7 5 5 2 5 

Helsley " ...» - 


Fernandez 


2 


1 2 


DeSclafani W,8-7 5 5 1 1 3 4 

Sims 1 1 0 0 2 2 

Lorenzen 2 10003 

Alaniz 1 0 0 0 0 1 

T—2:59. A—37,698 (42,319). 

Yankees 6, Indians 5 

Cleveland New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 2 10 Gardner cf 3 0 0 0 

Mercado If 4 2 2 0 Ford lb 10 10 

Santana lb 4 0 3 3 LeMhulb-2b4 1 2 2 

Puigrf 3 12 1 Urshela3b 4 0 0 0 

Ramirez 3b 4 0 10 Gregrsdh 4 111 
Reyes dh 4 0 0 0 Torres ss 4 2 2 2 

Kipnis 2b 3 0 0 0 Mybin rf-lf 2 10 0 

Pwecki c 4 0 0 0 Tcnmn If-cf 3 0 10 

Allen cf 3 0 0 0 Rominec 3 0 10 

Estrda 2b-rf 3 10 0 

Totals 33 5 9 4 Totals 31 6 8 5 

Cleveland 200 020 010-5 

New York 011 211 00x-6 

E-Mercado 2 (5). DP-Cleveland 0, 
New York 2. LOB—Cleveland 6, New York 
2. 2B—Mercado 2 (18), Lindor (30), Puig 
(5). HR—Gregorius (llj, Torres 2 (29), Le- 
Mahieu (20). SB-Estrada (3). 

Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO 

Plesac L, 6-4 435 6 5 4 1 5 

Wittgren mi 110 2 

Maton 2 1 0 0 0 2 

New York 

Paxton W, 9-6 5 6 4 4 3 4 

Ottavino H, 26 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Kahnle H, 23 1 1 0 0 1 1 

Britton H, 27 1 2 1110 

Chapman S, 35-40 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Maton, Britton.T-2:54.A-47,347 
(47,309). 

Mariners 4, Blue Jays 3 

Seattle Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lopes If 3 0 10 Bichette ss 5 12 1 

Crawford ss 4 0 0 0 Biggio 2b 4 0 10 

Narvaez c 4 0 0 0 GurrroJr.3b 10 0 0 

Seager3b 4 111 Drury 3b 3 0 10 

Nola lb 4 2 2 1 Tellez lb 4 0 10 

Voglbchdh 3 110 Grichukcf 4 0 0 0 

Gordon 2b 3 0 10 Smoakdh 2 110 

Broxton cf 1 0 0 2 Fisher If 3 0 0 0 

Moore rf 2 0 0 0 McKinnyrf 4 0 11 

McGuire c 4 12 1 

HernndezprO 0 0 0 
Totals 28 4 6 4 Totals 34 3 9 3 

Seattle 010 200 010-4 

Toronto 010 010 100-3 

E-McClain (1), Drury (2). DP-Seattle 1, 

Toronto 1. LOB—Seattle 4, Toronto 7. 2B— 
Vogelbach (16), Smoak (12), Drury (17), 
McGuire (2). HR—Nola (5), Seager (15), Bi¬ 
chette (5), McGuire (3). SF-Broxton 2 (.2). 
Seattle IP H R ER BB SO 

McClain 2 3 1110 

Gearrin mi 0 0 10 

Guilbeau H,1 1 2 110 0 

Grotz H,1 mi 0 0 11 

Bass W,2-4 1 1110 2 

Tuivailala H,3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Magili S,l-1 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Toronto 

Thornton 6 5 3 3 4 3 

Gaviglio 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Mayza L.l-2 Vi 1 110 0 


Chicago 


Cubs 2, Pirates 0 


r h bi 


Pittsburgh 


r hbi 


Heyward cf 4 0 0 0 Nwmn2b-ss _ . . . 

Ctellanos rf 4 0 0 0 Reynolds If 5 0 0 0 

Bryant 3b 2 111 Martecf 3 0 10 

Rizzo lb 2 0 0 0 Bell lb 2 0 0 0 

Baezss 4 0 0 0 Cabrera rf 4 0 0 0 

Russell 2b 4 0 10 Moran 3b 4 0 0 0 

Happlf 3 110 Diazc 3 0 10 

Lucroyc 3 0 10 Gnzlezss 2 0 0 0 

Lester p 2 0 0 0 Frzirph-2b 10 10 

Chatwood p 1 0 0 0 Brauft p 10 0 0 

Wickp 0 0 0 0 Reves ph 0 0 0 0 

Fefiz p 0 0 0 0 

Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

Tuckerph 1000 
Totals 29 2 4 1 Totals 31 0 4 0 

Chicago 000 000 110-2 

Pittsburgh 000 000 000-0 

E-Bryant 2 (11), Diaz (10). DP-Chicago 
2, Pittsburgh 2. LOB—Chicago 4, Pittsburgh 
11. 2B—Frazier (25). HR-Bryant (25). 
Chicago IP H R ER BB SO 

Lester W,10-8 6 4 0 0 5 3 

Chatwood H,2 2 0 0 0 1 2 

Wicks,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Pittsburgh 

Brault L,3-2 7 2 1 1 1 8 

Feliz 1 2 110 1 

Liriano 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Lester pitched to 2 batters in the 7th, 
Chatwood pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 
HBP—Brault (Bryant), Chatwood (Mar- 
te), Liriano (Rizzo). T-2:45. A-28,359 
(38,362). 
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LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES/OLYMPICS 


Small island with 
MLB ties, Curacao 
looking strong 



Tom E. Puskar/AP 


Curacao’s Jurdrick Profar delivers a pitch against South Korea in the 
first inning on Sunday at the Little League World Series. 


By David Eckert 

Associated Press 

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. 
— Jurdrick Profar was just look¬ 
ing for a challenge. 

He hadn’t received much of one 
from an overmatched Australian 
team, which trailed Jurdrick’s 
group from Curacao, 10-0, in the 
third inning Thursday in the Lit¬ 
tle League World Series’ opening 
game. 

So Jurdrick found a way to test 
himself. 

Standing on third base as the 
Australian pitcher held the ball 
in his glove, Jurdrick broke for 
the plate. He was there before the 
Australians could even make a 
throw, sliding in for the final run 
of an 11-0 blowout. 

“I asked the manager, and he 
laughed,” Jurdrick said with a big 
smile. “Neither the pitcher or the 
catcher looked, so I went for it.” 

Just about everything that Cu¬ 
racao tried worked out against 
Australia. Shendrion Martinus 
threw a no-hitter, walking just 
one batter over the course of a 
four-inning game shortened by 
Little League’s mercy rule. 

The victors notched 10 hits, and 
Curley Martha punctuated the 
rout with a two-run homer. 

It was just the latest example of 
a thriving baseball culture on Cu¬ 
racao, a 171-square-mile island 
not far from Venezuela’s coast. 

The island has produced stars 


such as Atlanta Braves second 
baseman Ozzie Albies, Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers reliever Kenley Jan¬ 
sen and Jurdrick’s big brother, 
Jurickson. They’re among the 11 
current and former big leaguers 
bom in the town of Willemstad, 
the same place these little leagu¬ 
ers call home. 

This is Pabao Little League’s 
ninth trip to the Little League 
World Series, and the 13th time 
a team from Curacao has been 
represented. 

Not bad for an island with a 
population of 162,000. 

Pabao outlasted Caribbean 
powerhouses Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic — along 
with new Little League country 
Cuba — to get here. 

In fact, its greatest threat came 
from another Curacao Little 
League team. Pabao bested Pa- 
riba in the Carribean Regional 
championship game, 8-3. Togeth¬ 
er, the two Curacao teams went 
11-0 against the competition. 

That kind of Little League 
dominance has been reinforced 
by big league success. 

Players including Andruw 
Jones, Andrelton Simmons and 
Jonathan Schoop have provided 
examples for kids on the island, 
showing them where baseball can 
take them if they put in the work. 

“The kids are very interested 
to see them play, and have the 
urge to play baseball,” Curacao 
manager Michelangelo Celestina 


said, adding that they derive a bit 
of satisfaction from beating larg¬ 
er countries. 

Jurdrick Profar is the charisma 
and the muscle behind this Cura¬ 
cao team. 

He’s charming, enthusiastic 
and speaks English well. 

At 5-foot-9, 148 pounds, Jur¬ 
drick, who started at catcher in 
Curacao’s first game, has one of 
the most powerful frames in the 
tournament. Jurdrick threw the 
first three innings in his team’s 
4-0 loss Sunday to Little League 
power South Korea. 

Jurdrick also benefits from his 
bloodline. Two of his older both¬ 
ers, Jurickson and Juremi, made 
stops at the Little League World 
Series on their way to profession¬ 
al baseball careers. 

Jurickson won an LLWS title 
for Curacao in 2004, and then 
made a return trip in 2005, when 
his team lost to Hawaii in the title 
game. He now plays second base 
for the Oakland Athletics. 

Juremi, who plays in the Texas 


Rangers organization, played 
for Curacao in 2007 and 2008 in 
South Williamsport. 

Jurdrick speaks with them al¬ 
most every day. 

Asked if he had received any 
advice from his brothers, Jur¬ 
drick said they kept it simple. 

“Just keep your eye on the ball, 
never take your eye off it, and just 
have fun,” he said. 

Heartwarming moment 

Diagnosed with leukemia, Jenn 
Bloom was cleared to travel to 
watch the Minnesota team that 
includes her son, Dylan, and is 
coached by her husband, Greg. 
During a live interview with 
ESPN, Dylan scored the first run 
of a game between Minnesota and 
Kentucky, causing Jenn to be¬ 
come emotional as she discussed 
her son’s success, her journey 
and Greg’s parenting help. “This 
is why we do this,” she said. Min¬ 
nesota went on to win, 2-1. 


Dreams: Country struggling to showcase emerging talent 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“My dream came true,” said Diego Gutier¬ 
rez, a 10-year-old on the Cacique Mara team 
that won the junior Latin America title this 
month. He spoke to The Associated Press by 
telephone from Maracaibo, a Venezuelan city 
hit hard by power cuts, gasoline scarcity and 
other problems. 

The team’s victory was a bright spot for a 
country more accustomed to news about po¬ 
litical conflict and economic turmoil. 

The 14 players barely made it to the tourna¬ 
ment because they didn’t have money to buy 
plane tickets. Daniel Gutierrez, Diego’s father 
and head of the junior team, took the boys and 
some family members anyway on a 10-hour 
bus journey to Caracas in late July in hopes of 
securing financial support 

Red Sox pitcher Eduardo Rodriguez got in¬ 
volved with little time to spare, buying tickets 
after learning about the team’s plight. 

“I saw it on Instagram and sent them a text 
and asked: ‘How can I help you guys to make 
the dream come true for the kids?’ They said 
they needed money for the flight,” Rodriguez 
told AP. 

“I know how it is,” he said. “When I was a 
kid, I had a lot of invitations to play in some 
competitions, but I didn’t have the money to 
go there so I know how it feels, so that’s why 
I did it.” 

Another Venezuelan major leaguer, Jhoulys 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


The Braves’ Ender Inciarte and Rougned 
Odor of the Texas Rangers donated funds to 
help pay for the Venezuela team to travel to 
the Little League Baseball World Series. 

Chacin of the Milwaukee Brewers, also do¬ 
nated money for the trip. Venezuela’s sports 
ministry and the Panamanian airline Copa 
then gave support. 

Boys run hard, lift weights, bat and pitch 
in the heat on the baseball field at the Petare 
slum in Caracas. But strains are evident. 

“It’s sad to see that the number of boys at¬ 
tending has dropped a lot,” said trainer Nel¬ 
son Castro, who has coached for decades 


and shaped future stars, including Armando 
Galarraga. 

Another coach, Pedro Quero, said players 
used to eat well, providing a strong base for 
them to hone their talents. It’s different now. 

“We’re seeing a lot of food that doesn’t help 
with the boys’ nutrition,” Quero said. “The 
kids aren’t growing well.” 

Poor nutrition has forced Venezuelan base¬ 
ball academies with limited resources to try 
to provide better food, including protein, to 
make up for diet deficiencies, he said. 

Juan Jose Escobar, a Caracas resident, 
watched as his 3-year-old son ran around 
cones during a speed and stamina exercise at 
the baseball field. Escobar said another son, 
18-year-old Anthony, signed with the Minne¬ 
sota Twins two years ago, just before Venezu¬ 
ela’s humanitarian crisis got much worse. 

The older son’s good fortune “was a bless¬ 
ing because, the way things are in the country, 
you can’t even give your child a good educa¬ 
tion,” Escobar said. 

Diego Gutierrez, the young player who was 
on the winning team in Mexico, started play¬ 
ing baseball when he was 3, helped by his 
father. His new dream is to play for a major 
league team in the United States. 

Right now, the 10-year-old is bursting with 
gratitude toward Rodriguez of the Red Sox for 
helping his team. 

“Now he knows us,” the boy said. 


Olympics 

Swimming 
part of test 
triathlon 
canceled 

By Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — High levels of bac¬ 
teria forced the swimming por¬ 
tion of a triathlon test event for 
the Tokyo Paralympics to be can¬ 
celed on Saturday. 

It’s the second setback in the 
triathlon for organizers of next 
year’s Olympics and Paralym¬ 
pics. An Olympic triathlon run¬ 
ning event was shortened from 
10 kilometers to 5 kilometers on 
Thursday because of what the 
International Triathlon Union 
called “extreme levels” of heat. 

Tokyo’s hot and humid sum¬ 
mers are a major worry for 
Olympic organizers. The water 
issues are a reminder of the Rio 
de Janeiro Olympics three years 
ago when high bacteria and virus 
levels were found in waters for 
sailing, rowing and open-water 
swimming. 

In a statement, the ITU said E- 
coli levels were “more than two 
times over the ITU limits.” It said 
the water was at Level 4, the high¬ 
est risk level. 

E-coli bacteria, which normal¬ 
ly live in the intestines of animals 
and people, can produce intesti¬ 
nal pain, diarrhea and a fever. 

The venue in Tokyo Bay, called 
Odaiba, has been a concern for or¬ 
ganizers, who have experimented 
with different measures to clean 
the water in the area, located in 
an urban part of central Tokyo. 

The ITU is scheduled to hold 
it final test event on Sunday “de¬ 
pending on the latest water qual¬ 
ity tests”, it said in a statement. 

A few days ago the ITU de¬ 
scribed water quality conditions 
at the venue as “very good.” 
However, swimmers at a recent 
distance swimming event at the 
same venue complained of foul 
smelling water. 

The water temperature at the 
venue on Saturday was 84 far- 
enheit, with the air temperature 
hovering above 90F. 

Tokyo spokesman Masa Taka- 
ya said “we are set to conduct a 
comprehensive review with the 
international federation.” 

He said a triple-layer under¬ 
water screen will be installed for 
next year’s Olympics, replacing a 
single-layer. 

“Based on the results of mul¬ 
tiple research in the past, we 
believe that the multiple layer 
screen will assure the successful 
delivery of the competitions,” he 
said. 

Filthy water plagued the Rio 
de Janeiro Olympics. The South 
American city lacks a function¬ 
ing sanitation system for much of 
its population. Open water there 
tested high for bacteria and vi¬ 
ruses, which confronted athletes 
in rowing, sailing and triathlon. 
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BASKETBALL/MMA 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 

United States guard Kemba Walker, left, talks to coach Gregg Popovich during the first half of the team’s 
exhibition basketball game against Spain on Friday in Anaheim, Calif. 

On basketball 


Popovich faces tough choice 
in his final cut for World Cup 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — When Gregg Popovich was 
cut from the 1972 U.S. Olympic basketball roster, 
those making the decision took the easiest way out. 

They posted a note. 

“Clueless people,” Popovich said, 47 years later, 
grinning to try to suggest it doesn’t still bother him. 

It’ll soon be time for Popovich to walk in those 
same decision-making shoes, when he has to pare 
USA Basketball’s roster from 13 players to 12 in 
time for the FIBA World Cup this month. 

All 13 remaining hopefuls were on the team plane 
Saturday to Australia. So when the last cut gets 
made — expect it about Aug. 27, unless injuries hap¬ 
pen — a guy will see his gold-medal hopes come to 
a quick end. 

And no, Popovich is not looking forward to this. 

“When you cut people from your regular NBA 
team, it’s difficult,” said Popovich, USA Basketball’s 
men’s national coach. “We’re going to have to do 
that. And it’s going to be even more so. I’m dreading 
having to do that. But it’s got to get done.” 

There have been more than 50 NBA players linked 
to this World Cup team at some point in the last year 
or so, most of them dropping out of consideration on 
their own, citing schedule demands or concerns. 

A few others were eliminated after injuries. Only 
two to this point — Miami’s Bam Adebayo and Chi¬ 
cago’s Thaddeus Young — were actually cut, those 
moves coming after the first week of training camp 
in Las Vegas. It would have been 14 players going to 
Australia, but Sacramento’s De’Aaron Fox decided 
Saturday to leave the team. 

So there’s one cut left. 

“It just means that guys are doing their jobs,” 
Milwaukee’s Khris Middleton said. “We’re making 
it as tough as it can be on them. I think guys have 
been great all camp, just being positive, bringing 
energy and playing as hard as they can, giving their 
body up for everybody else. So that’s a huge thing 
for everybody.” 

It would seem like there are a handful of locks to 
make the team: Kemba Walker, Donovan Mitchell, 
Harrison Barnes, Mason Plumlee, Myles Turner and 
Middleton. They were starters Friday night against 
Spain — Plumlee started the first half, Turner the 
second, with the U.S. still mixing and matching. 

Jayson Tatum played more minutes than nearly 


* We’re making (the final cut) as 
tough as we can on them. ’ 

Khris Middleton 

Milwaukee Bucks small forward 


everyone Friday. Joe Harris — the NBA’s best 
three-point shooter last season — should be on this 
team based on the importance of shooting from 
deep in the international game. Brook Lopez should 
make the team for the same reason since his 7-foot 
frame and three-point game seem made for the 
FIBA stage. 

That’s nine, or four guys left for three spots. 

Marcus Smart is a bit of a wild card — unable 
to play in either the Spain game or the intrasquad 
scrimmage Aug. 9 because of a calf issue, though that 
he’s still on the roster strongly suggests the U.S. has 
him in its plans. Assuming he’s healthy now, pencil 
him into a spot. (If he’s not healthy, that makes the 
decision obvious and simple.) Jaylen Brown brings 
toughness, and he’s played well enough to merit a 
uniform as well. 

That, if the U.S. is keeping Smart, makes it 11 
players. 

That would mean two guys remain for one spot. 

Arguments for both can be made. Kyle Kuzma 
played very well against Spain on Friday night and 
teammates have raved about his effort in camp. 
Derrick White was a select-teamer before getting 
called up, and plays for Popovich in San Antonio. It 
certainly would make sense to have someone in the 
team room fluent in Popovich’s hows and whys. 

If nothing else, Popovich won’t be sending the un- 
lucky-to-be-cut guy a note. 

The easiest thing he could have done after the 
Spain game is tap those who didn’t make it on the 
shoulder, deliver a fond adieu and offer well-wishes 
for NBA training camp next month. 

Instead, he’ll bring 13 guys to the other side of the 
world, spend another 10 days or so squeezing every 
bit of effort out of them, teach them some more 
about basketball and wine, and then decide which 
one to send home. 

Sounds like how he wishes he was treated in 1972. 
Asked why he didn’t pick the final roster before 
Australia, Popovich was succinct. 

“It seemed like the right thing to do,” he said. 


Miocic takes out 
Cormier, reclaims 
belt at UFC 241 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Stipe 
Miocic waited over a year to face 
Daniel Cormier again, and his 
plan for the rematch didn’t start 
to work until they were deep in 
the fourth round. 

That’s when the patient, deter¬ 
mined firefighter from Cleveland 
finally got his revenge — and sud¬ 
denly reclaimed his UFC heavy¬ 
weight title. 

Miocic stopped Cormier with a 
barrage of punches in the fourth, 
taking back his championship 
belt with a comeback victory at 
UFC 241 on Saturday night. 

Miocic (19-3) lost the first two 
rounds on every judge’s scorecard 
in his rematch with the 40-year- 
old Cormier (22-2). After making 
some progress in the third, Miocic 
steadily came forward through 
Cormier’s blows in the fourth and 
finally hurt the champion with a 
punch to the body. 

Miocic then landed several 
powerhouse right hands to Corm¬ 
ier’s head, buckling his knees and 
eventually forcing referee Herb 
Dean to stop the fight with 51 sec¬ 
onds left in the fourth round. The 
6-foot-5 behemoth leaped onto 
the wall of the cage and celebrat¬ 
ed with fans still stunned by the 
fight’s sudden turn. 

“I saw some weakness in that 
third round,” Miocic said. “And 
then in that fourth round, I caught 
him with that right hand. Thank 
God, because he’s tough.” 

Nate Diaz also returned from 
a three-year hiatus with a domi¬ 
nant decision over Anthony Pet¬ 
tis at Honda Center, but he was 
upstaged by the remarkable re¬ 
demption of Miocic. 

Miocic reigned as the UFC’s 
heavyweight champion for 26 
months, and he defended his belt 
a UFC-record three consecutive 
times before Cormier dethroned 
him in July 2018 with a first- 
round stoppage victory. Despite 
Cormier’s decisive victory, Mio¬ 
cic campaigned for a rematch 
and eventually received it when 
Cormier said he “deserved it.” 

Cormier’s quick hands were 
the difference early in the re¬ 
match. The 5-foot-11 Cormier 
also picked up his much larger 
opponent and slammed him onto 
the canvas during the first round, 
showing off the elite athleticism 
lurking in his dad bod. 

“He got hit with everything but 
the kitchen sink, and he managed 
to stay in the fight,” UFC Presi¬ 
dent Dana White said of Miocic. 

Miocic landed plenty of shots, 
but Cormier’s blows were more 
frequent and more impactful 
— although not much makes an 
impact on the hulking Miocic. 
The fight turned quickly and de- 


Maybe (I) tried to 
rest and recover 
for the fifth round, 
because he wasn’t 
going anywhere. I 
don’t know what the 
reasoning was, but 
it was a mistake. ’ 

Daniel Cormier 

On his heavyweight loss at UFC 241 


cisively when Miocic finally hurt 
Cormier, who couldn’t recover. 

“I took the pressure off a little 
bit,” Cormier said. “I don’t know 
why. Maybe (I) tried to rest and 
recover for the fifth round, be¬ 
cause he wasn’t going anywhere. 
I don’t know what the reasoning 
was, but it was a mistake.” 

Cormier didn’t announce his 
retirement in the cage afterward, 
but the former two-belt champion 
planned to think seriously about 
quitting MMA after this fight, 
no matter its outcome. The for¬ 
mer Olympic-level wrestler had 
always planned to get out of the 
sport before he turned 40, but 
Cormier pushed his deadline by 
five months after surgery pre¬ 
vented him from fighting last 
March. 

“A lot of times you base deci¬ 
sions on emotion, and I don’t want 
to be that guy,” Cormier said. “I’m 
going to go back and talk to (my 
wife) Salina, talk to my coaches 
and figure out what’s next. ... 
Losing any type of fight for me 
is terrible, but getting stopped 
is just insane. That’s twice I’ve 
been stopped. That’s not good. 
I’m smart enough to understand 
that.” 

White won’t rush Cormier for a 
decision. 

“I don’t want to see him leave,” 
White said. “I still think he’s one 
of the absolute best in the world. 
Stipe is just one of the best heavy¬ 
weights ever.” 

Right before Miocic’s win, the 
34-year-old Diaz (20-11) cement¬ 
ed his wild popularity with an im¬ 
pressive performance in his first 
fight since he split a pair of bouts 
with Conor McGregor in 2016. 

Diaz punished Pettis (22-9) 
in standup striking and on the 
ground, winning 30-27 on two 
judges’ scorecards and 29-28 on 
the third. Fighting through a seri¬ 
ous cut near his eye, Diaz repeat¬ 
edly hurt the former lightweight 
champion and nearly got a finish 
several times in the third. 

“I wasn’t sure if there would be 
some rust or not, so I just treated 
it like there might be,” Diaz said. 
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AUTO RACING/GOLF _ 

Hamlin wins at Bristol 

Late-race pass denies DiBenedetto’s upset bid 


By Jenna Fryer 

Associated Press 

BRISTOL, Tenn. — The winner climbed from 
his car and immediately apologized for denying an 
underdog his first career victory. The runner-up, in 
tears over his near miss, was raucously embraced 
by the crowd for his oh-so-close effort. 

Bristol Motor Speedway was a bizarre mix of emo¬ 
tions Saturday night after Denny Hamlin chased 
down Matt DiBenedetto to spoil a Saturday night 
upset. DiBenedetto learned this week that Leavine 
Family Racing won’t bring him back for a second 
season, and he has no job lined up for 2020. 

“I’m so sorry to Matt DiBenedetto, (crew chief) 
Mike Wheeler. I hate it. I know what a win would 
mean to that team,” Hamlin said as soon as he ex¬ 
ited his car. “But I’ve got to give 110 percent.” 

Hamlin was the first Toyota and Joe Gibbs Rac¬ 
ing driver to start from the pole this season but his 
race was a roller coaster that began when his car 
was damaged when he bounced off of Jimmie John¬ 
son. He later had a loose wheel, fell down a lap and 
seemed out of contention for his second career vic¬ 
tory at Bristol. 

At the same time, DiBenedetto was working his 
way toward the front and put his Toyota out front for 
a race-high 93 laps. He needed redemption — and 
a win would have put him in the playoffs, no less 

— but he again wound up victim to the Gibbs jug¬ 
gernaut. Gibbs has a logjam of talent, Leavine is a 
Gibbs partner, and Gibbs needs DiBenedetto’s seat 
next year to promote Christopher Bell from the 
Xfinity Series. 

“I wanted it to bad,” DiBenedetto said. “I’m sad. 
Congrats to Denny, raced hard and I’ve been a fan 
of his since I was a kid. To be racing door-to-door 
with him at Bristol in front of a great group of fans 

— I’m trying not to get emotional but it’s been a 
tough week and I just want to stick around and want 
to keep doing this for a long time to come. I am not 
done yet. Something is going to happen.” 

The crowd roared its support as DiBenedetto’s in¬ 
terview was broadcast on the infield big screen. 

Roughly 45 minutes later, DiBenedetto found 
Hamlin on the NBC Sports set and interrupted 
his interview. The two hugged, and Hamlin pulled 
DiBenedetto close and whispered into his ear for a 
long moment. 


He remained apologetic for spoiling what would 
have been a defining moment for DiBenedetto, as 
well as Wheeler, Hamlin’s former crew chief. 

“It is the worst person possible to have to pass with 
eight to go. My history with Mike Wheeler... Matt is 
a fantastic driver,” Hamlin said. “I have no doubt 
he’s going to land on his feet, something better, and 
if he doesn’t, all you car owners are idiots. Someone 
with that much talent deserves to be racing for wins 
on a regular basis.” 

Hamlin and DiBenedetto raced side by side for 
several laps before Hamlin completed the deci¬ 
sive late pass and sealed his fourth victory of the 
season. 

DiBenedetto was a career-best second. 

Hamlin got over his initial disappointment for 
DiBenedetto and praised his No. 11 team for its re¬ 
silient race and the way he picked his way through 
traffic to reclaim the lead. 

“Between my spotter and the crew chief, just 
stayed on me to not get anxious, just kind of take 
my time. I had plenty of time,” Hamlin said. “I just 
worked him over, worked him over. I knew I didn’t 
want to show him the bottom (lane) until I knew I 
could make the pass. I ran the top, ran the top, ran 
the top, got the position on the bottom and finished 
it. 

“We had a great car that could move around. Came 
back from a couple laps down and here we are.” 

DiBenedetto’s fight to hang on to the victory was 
hampered when he encountered Ryan Newman, 
a driver trying to make the playoffs. Newman re¬ 
fused to give an inch as DiBenedetto tried to put 
him down a lap, and contact between the two cars 
caused DiBenedetto’s Toyota to tighten up as Ham¬ 
lin closed the gap. 

A DiBenedetto victory would have dramatically 
changed the playoff picture. There are two races 
remaining to set the 16-driver field and only nine 
drivers have locked in their spots. With seven open, 
a first-time winner would have grabbed a coveted 
spot. 

Johnson has never missed the playoffs since the 
format began in 2004 but the seven-time champion 
dropped to 18th in points after a disappointing night 
at Bristol. Clint Bowyer also dropped out of the top- 
16, but is only two points behind the final slot, now 
held by teammate Daniel Suarez. 



Wade Payne/AP 

Denny Hamlin, center, celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series race on Saturday in Bristol, Tenn. 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 

Justin Thomas celebrates after making a birdie on the 14th hole 
during the third round of the BMW Championship at Medinah 
Country Club, on Saturday. 


Thomas crushes 
Medinah with 61, 
takes 6-shot lead 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

MEDINAH, Ill. — Justin 
Thomas opened with five straight 
birdies, added a pair of eagles 
and shattered the course record 
at soft, vulnerable Medinah with 
an 11-under 61 to take a six-shot 
lead into the final round of the 
BMW Championship. 

Thomas hit 5-wood to 2 feet for 
an eagle on No. 10, holed out from 
180 yards with an 8-iron on No. 16 
and made eight birdies to turn a 
tight race into a one-man show. 

“I felt good about my game for 
a while, and you don’t know when 
something like this going to hap¬ 
pen,” Thomas said. “We’ve all 
been talking the last couple of 
weeks that I’m due to have one, 
and it’s nice when it happens.” 

And just like that, he was al¬ 
ready thinking about Sunday. 

Thomas was at 21-under 195, 
six shots clear of Tony Finau (68) 
and Patrick Cantlay (67). He has 
a clear path to his first victory 
in a year, and it would give him 
the FedEx Cup lead going into 
the Tour Championship at East 
Lake. 

The goal for Tiger Woods is 
simply to get to the Tour Champi¬ 
onship, where last year he ended 
five years without winning. 
Woods had a bogey-free 67, his 
lowest score since the final round 
of the Memorial. 

When Medinah is this much of 
a pushover, it didn’t help all that 
much. He was tied for 31st, with 
some 18 players ahead of where 
he needs to be to move into the 
top 30 in the FedEx Cup and ad¬ 
vance to East Lake. 

“I shoot 60, it should be all 
right,” Woods said, a tongue-in- 
cheek comment made about the 
time Thomas was teeing off. 


Thomas had a pair of 12-foot 
birdie putts, hit to 2 feet on No. 3, 
holed a 15-footer on No. 4 and was 
out of position only briefly before 
a fifth straight birdie on the par- 
5 fifth. But it was the back nine 
where Thomas seized control. 

First, he drilled a 5-wood that 
rolled out to 2 feet below the cup. 
Ordinarily, that might have been 
his best shot of the day. For this 
round, it didn’t rate among the 
top three. He chipped in for birdie 
from a fluffy lie behind the 14th 
green. Understated was his pitch 
to the 15th after driving into the 
water to save par. 

And then, the fireworks on a 
cloudy, dreary afternoon that fea¬ 
tured a rain stoppage of just more 
than an hour. 

From 180 yards, he cut an 8- 
iron that looked all the way, land¬ 
ed short of the hole and rolled in. 
Thomas smiled and mentioned, 
“Brooks Koepka’s money,” to 
caddie Jimmy Johnson, referring 
to a wager Thomas has with Ko- 
epka on holing shots from over 50 
yards ($1,000) and a hole-in-one 
($5,000). That put Thomas up 
$7,000. 

With adrenaline running high, 
he hit 9-iron from a forward tee 
and a front pin over the water to 6 
feet for his last birdie. 

Finau holed out from the fourth 
fairway for eagle. Cantlay had 
five birdies. 

Low scores were everywhere. 

Medinah never looked more 
vulnerable. 

“It doesn’t matter what golf 
course it is,” Thomas said. “You 
give us soft, good greens and soft 
fairways, we’re going to tear it 
apart. It’s just how it is.” 

All but two players in the 69- 
man field — Harold Varner III 
and Cameron Champ — were at 
par or better. 
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NFL 


Preseason roundup 


Prescott, Pollard sharp in Cowboys' win 



Marco Garcia/AP 


Dallas Cowboys running back Tony Pollard (36) ran in two touchdowns Saturday in a 14-10 preseason 
defeat of the Los Angeles Rams in Honolulu. 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Dak Prescott 
appears ready for the regular 
season, with or without Ezekiel 
Elliott. 

The Dallas quarterback com¬ 
pleted all five of his pass attempts 
in his only series, and the Cow¬ 
boys came away with a 14-10 vic¬ 
tory over the Los Angeles Rams 
on Saturday night. 

Prescott dropped back to pass 
seven times, completed passes to 
five different receivers, had one 
short completion negated by an 
ineligible lineman downfield pen¬ 
alty and was sacked once. 

Prescott’s only drive covered 
97 yards in 12 plays, took more 
than six minutes and culminat¬ 
ed with Tony Pollard’s 14-yard 
touchdown run. 

“It’s always a challenge com¬ 
ing off your own goal line. We call 
that a ‘coming out situation.’ One 
of your goals is to get a first down 
and change field position. To be 
able to have a 13-play drive and 
cash it in for points was big for 
us,” Cowboys coach Jason Gar¬ 
rett said. 

Through his first two preseason 
games, Prescott has completed 
all nine of his pass attempts. 

“It is a small sample size and 
we’re not going crazy about him 
being 9-for-9, but what he’s done 
well though is play well. He’s 
played well in practice, he’s 
played well in preseason games, 
he’s handled himself well, he’s 
making good decisions, making 
good throws and that follows with 
how he prepares,” Garrett said. 

Pollard, who started in place of 
Elliott, finished with five rushes 
for 42 yards. Elliott, a two-time 
league rushing champion, missed 
his second preseason game while 
he continues his holdout. 

Patriots 22, Titans 22: Jarrett 
Stidham threw a 23-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Damoun Patterson 
with 4:12 left, rallying the New 
England Patriots over the host 
Tennessee Titans. 

Stidham picked up where he 


left off in his previous trip to 
Nashville’s Nissan Stadium. Stid¬ 
ham had five TD passes here 
helping Auburn rout Purdue in 
the Music City Bowl last Decem¬ 
ber, and this time the rookie was 
14-for-19 for 193 yards helping 
the Patriots (2-0) come back from 
a 17-8 halftime deficit. 

Two days of practices against 
the Titans was enough for Patri¬ 
ots coach Bill Belichick to let Tom 
Brady watch a second straight 
preseason game with New Eng¬ 
land’s options at wide receiver 
thin because of injuries. 

Marcus Mariota started for the 
Titans (1-1) and shook off a pair 
of three-and-outs before his best 
drive this preseason. He capped 


a 10-play, 87-yard drive with an 
11-yard TD pass to his favorite 
target, three-time Pro Bowl tight 
end Delanie Walker, who broke 
his right ankle in the 2018 season 
opener. 

Texans 30, Lions 23: Deshaun 
Watson looked sharp in direct¬ 
ing a 75-yard drive, capped by a 
4-yard touchdown pass to DeAn- 
dre Hopkins to help host Houston 
over Detroit. 

Watson, who sat out in a loss to 
Green Bay last week, was 5-for-7 
for 60 yards and scrambled once 
for 7 yards. After being sacked an 
NFL-high 62 times last season, 
the third-year player had plenty of 
time to throw while facing a Lions 
defense which opened the game 


with the bulk of its starters. 

Hopkins, like Watson, making 
his preseason debut, had two re¬ 
ceptions for 17 yards and shook 
off Detroit’s Quandre Diggs to get 
open and make the TD catch that 
put Houston up 7-0. Hopkins, who 
had a career-high 1,572 yards re¬ 
ceiving last season, was the only 
one of Houston’s top receivers to 
play. Will Fuller, who is healthy 
after tearing a knee ligament last 
season, sat out and the Texans 
were without Keke Coutee, who 
injured his ankle last week. 

Steelers 17, Chiefs 7: Mason 
Rudolph guided a long first-half 
touchdown drive to perhaps 
nudge ahead of Josh Dobbs in the 
race to be the backup behind Ben 


Roethlisberger and host Pitts¬ 
burgh beat Kansas City. 

Rudolph finished 10-for-15 for 
77 yards while Dobbs completed 
6-for-ll for 95 yards with a red- 
zone interception on a night the 
Steelers (2-0) opted to keep sev¬ 
eral key starters on the sideline, 
from quarterback Roethlisberger 
to Pro Bowl offensive linemen 
David DeCastro and Maurkice 
Pouncey to rookie linebacker 
Devin Bush. 

Patrick Mahomes, the reign¬ 
ing NFL MVP — who directed 
a touchdown in his lone drive in 
Kansas City’s preseason opener 
last week — did little during two 
series of work following a thun¬ 
derstorm that forced the opening 
kickoff to be pushed back nearly 
an hour. 

Mahomes completed just 2 of 5 
passes for 11 yards, a far cry from 
his previous visit to Heinz Field, 
when he threw for six touchdowns 
in a Week 2 win last September 
that served as a harbinger of the 
season to come. 

Browns 21, Colts 18: Gar¬ 
rett Gilbert threw two touchdown 
passes in the first half and David 
Blough added another TD pass in 
the second half, leading Cleve¬ 
land to a win at Indianapolis. 

Cleveland (2-0) has won nine 
of its past 10 preseason games 
— this one with its top two quar¬ 
terbacks sitting out and Kareem 
Hunt returned to the field for the 
first time in nearly nine months. 

Quarterback Chad Kelly did 
everything he could to keep the 
Colts’ winning streak intact. 

After Blough gave Cleveland a 
21-7 lead early in the third quar¬ 
ter with a 4-yard TD pass to Der¬ 
rick Willies, Kelly tried to rally 
the Colts. 

Gilbert played the entire first 
half and was 13 of 19 with 151 
yards. Blough played the entire 
second half and was 7 of 12 with 
74 yards. 

Kelly wound up 12-for-17 with 
115 yards for Indy (0-2). 


Manning insurance: Jones has been solid 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— For the first time in about a de¬ 
cade, the New York Giants seem¬ 
ingly don’t have to worry about 
Eli Manning getting hurt. 

In just two preseason games, 
first-round draft pick and heir ap¬ 
parent Daniel Jones has shown he 
can play in the NFL. 

Jones is 16 of 19 for 228 yards 
and two touchdowns. He’s com¬ 
pleted 84.2% of his passes with a 
151.8 quarterback rating. 

No one ever would have felt the 
same about former backups Geno 
Smith, Alex Tanney, Davis Webb, 
Josh Johnson, Ryan Nassib or 
Kyle Lauletta in recent years. 

Giants co-owner John Mara 


said recently he would love to see 
Manning remain the starter all 
season and for Jones not to play. 
Coach Pat Shurmur seconded that 
approach after New York won its 
second straight game. 

So far, there is no need to make 
the move. Manning has looked 
good playing just two series. He 
had a three-and-out against the 
Jets and hit all four of his passes 
in engineering a first-drive touch¬ 
down against the Bears. He is 5 
-for-5 for 42 yards and a TD. His 
quarterback rating is 143.8. 

On Saturday, in discussing the 
Giants’ 32-13 win over Chicago on 
Friday night, Shurmur refused to 
say if Jones was ready. 

“I think when his time comes, 
he’s going to be ready,” Shurmur 
said. “I still think we’ve got train¬ 


ing camp left to push through, 
we’ve got preseason games left to 
push through. I would say right 
now, we’re three weeks from any 
of us being ready, so that’s sort of 
where we’re at.” 

Jones wasn’t perfect against 
the Bears. He lost two fumbles. 
The first came when he and cen¬ 
ter Jon Halapio failed to get to¬ 
gether on a snap in the red zone. 
The second came after he was 
sacked, the result on not keeping 
two hands on the ball. 

“You don’t want to make any 
mistakes, but I think it was going 
to happen and you realize that,” 
Jones said. “There are going to be 
some mistakes and just figuring 
that out sometimes. I didn’t try to 
make any mistakes.” 



Adam Hunger/AP 

New York Giants wide receiver Bennie Fowler (18) and quarterback 
Daniel Jones (8) celebrate a touchdown against the Chicago Bears 
during the Giants’ 32-13 preseason win Friday. In two preseason 
games, Jones is 16 of 19 for 228 yards and two touchdowns. 
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Leader of the pack 

Denny Hamlin wins at Bristol to spoil 
DiBenedetto's upset bid » Page 30 




Big dreams 

Venezuelan players’ chances of making it to the 
pros getting smaller as MLB closes academies 


By Fabiola Sanchez 

Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — More than 100 
boys train daily on a baseball field next to 
the biggest slum in Caracas, using old bats, 
balls and gloves in hopes of achieving the 
ultimate goal: a professional baseball ca¬ 
reer in the United States and an escape 
from Venezuela’s hardship. 

Chances are small, and getting remoter. 
Major League Baseball’s teams have shut 
down their academies in Venezuela and no 
longer send scouts. Sometimes, local train¬ 
ers say, a player faints on the field because 
he hasn’t had enough to eat, a sign of how 
nationwide shortages of food, medicine and 


other necessities inflict a heavy toll. 

A junior team from Maracaibo is par¬ 
ticipating this week in the Little League 
World Series in Williamsport, Pa. Two 
Venezuelan pro players, Rougned Odor of 
the Texas Rangers and Ender Inciarte of 
the Atlanta Braves, donated funds for the 
trip. 

Still, there is a precedent for youthful 
ambitions. Venezuela was an incubator of 
major league stars such as Miguel Cabrera 
and Felix Hernandez, and the flair is still 
there. Another young Venezuelan team ar¬ 
rived two hours before their first game at 
a tournament in Mexico and ended up win¬ 
ning the whole contest. 

SEE DREAMS ON PAGE 28 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Latin America Region Champion Little League team from Maracaibo, Venezuela, 
participates in the opening ceremony of the 2019 Little League World Series 
tournament on Thursday. 


Miocic rallies to reclaim heavyweight belt at UFC 241 » MM A, Page 29 

















